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Wetar Ground Dove, Wetar                         © Rob Hutchinson/Birdtour Asia  
 
The 4000 km long Indonesian archipelago is host to more than 400  endemics, among them some of the 

most r estricted and difficult species to see on earth, mainly as a resu lt of their extreme isolation. No where 
is this truer than the string of islands that form eastern Nusa Tenggara or óLesser Sunda islands ô. Indeed 
while the main Lesser Sunda islands of Flores, Sumba and Timor are visited by birders annually, the 
remote isl ands of Wetar, Alor, Pantar and a series of smaller islands in the Banda Sea including Damar 
have been visited by less than a handful of birders since the collecting era of the late 19 th  and early 20 th  
centuries. Visiting these islands by means of public t ransport would be a huge undertaking, requiring 

many months of rough and uncomfortable travel, thus after years of careful planning  the fruition of the 

Birdtour Asia óBanda Sea Cruiseô in late 2011 provided a unique opportunity to find the endemic  birds of  
this region, travelling in style aboard our luxury chartered yacht , this journey also provided unique 
insights into the culture and laid -back way of life in remote Indonesia and for some the fabulous 
snorkelling almost competed with the birding!  
Given rap id taxonomic progress we not only wanted to cover all the known endemics but also to seek out 
any distinctive taxa that seem likely to give us some óarmchair ticksô in coming years and the itinerary 



therefore evolved to include Tanahjampea, Pantar, Alor, W etar. Leti, Damar, Babar, finishing on the rather 

more developed island of Tanimbar, the eastern most island  in the Lesser Sunda chain.  
 
Our intrepid group of travellers converged from across the globe on the popular holiday island of Bali  

where some took advantage with pre - tour excursions in search of the threatened Black -winged Myna and 
cultural distractions of Ubud. Early on the first day we flew east to the sleepy port town of Labuanbajo, 
already familiar to many of the group at the gateway to the famou s Komodo Dragons during our Lesser 
Sundas tours.  

We were soon aboard our fully equipped chartered yacht which was to be our home for the next 15 nights 
as we traversed the eastern part of the archipelago. After a full introduction to the ship and our ever 
smiling and helpful crew, all the sun - loungers were occupied as we left scenic Labuanbajo en route to our 
first destination of Tanahjampea. As we entered the open seas our first pelagic species began to appear 
with good numbers of Bulwerôs Petrels, Streaked Shearwaters, our first Red -footed and Brown Boobies, 
smaller numbers of Arctic Skua and Red -necked Phalarope and our first cetaceans  of which Long -snouted 

Spinner Dolphin was identified.  
 

   
 

Tanahjampea Blue Flycatcher and Tanahjampea Monarch, Tanahj ampea, Flores Sea  
 
After a full night of sailing we arrived with impeccable timing around dawn at the southern end of 
Tanahjampea. This remote island has been visited by just one other birder in the last century but 
nevertheless we were well received by lo cal officials and soon on our way to the forest. More open areas 
near the village already provided interest with Arafura Fantail, Lemon -bellied White -eye, Island Monarch, 
White -shouldered Triller, the vocally -distinct black -bellied teysmanni  subspecies of Olive -backed Sunbird 

which is sometimes split as Clementôs Sunbird and Sulawesi Myzomela. As we reached the forest edge 
Golden Whistler and Broad -billed Flycatcher were added and these areas were good for pigeons with 
Black -naped Fruit Dove, Elegant and Pi nk -headed Imperial Pigeon and brief views of the local form of Bar -

necked Cuckoo Dove. Not long after entering reasonable forest we scored with our main target, the 
striking Tanahjumpea (formerly White - tipped) Monarch, a pair of which fed furtively in the rattan 
shrubbery giving great views  of  a species which had previously been seen by just one other birder ever!  
We hung around in this area for a while and this paid off when another major target, Tanahjampea Blue 

Flycatcher  appeared and we studied this rec ently split (if you follow the IOC!) from the confused 
óMangrove Blue Flycatcherô group, noting in particular only minor differences between the male and female 
plumages which are usually very divergent in the regions other cyornis  flycatchers. We continue d skirting 
the forest, adding obliging Orange - footed Scrubfowl , Pacific Baza  and a daytime Large - tailed Nightjar 
before finding a great clearing surrounded by forest in which to enjoy our picnic lunch. An afternoon in this 
area added Oriental Honey Buzzard , Peregrine Falcon , Short - tailed Starling and Great -billed Parrot around 

the clearing, while a pleasant trail nearby had several more Tanahjampea Monarch, Tanahjampea Blue 
Flycatcher and of great taxonomic interest the Bar -necked Cuckoo Doves with a song v ery distinct from 
those elsewhere in the region , the óFlores Sea Cuckoo Doveô will be split in the near-future!  Although no 
endemic owls are known from the island we stayed out after dark to make sure but succeeded only in 
hearing Large - tailed Nightjar and  Barn Owl, and the highlight was undoubtedly a beautifully patterned 

Pallasôs Tube -nosed Bat.  
Very happy with our success we returned to the boat for a well deserved late dinner before setting sail on 

the long journey south east towards Pantar.  
 
The 36 -hour  journey to our next destination meant that all of the next day was spent scanning the ocean 
from the comfort of the sun - loungers  and this proved very productive with large numbers of seabirds 
logged. Red - footed Booby was by far the most numerous with smal ler numbers of Brown Booby, Bulwerôs 



Petrels, Sooty and Bridled Terns, Greater Crested Terns and Red -necked Phalaropes appearing regularly. 

Single Arctic and Long - tailed Skuas were identified and the massive potential for interesting seabirds was 
exemplifi ed by sightings of Heinroth ôs Shearwater and Red -billed Tropicbird, both new species for 
Indonesia , the former a new bird for all of Asia !  A Brydeôs Whale appeared close to the boat but otherwise 

cetaceans were rarely encountered here.  As we woke the next morning the island of Pantar was already 
wit hin sight and those out of deck early found Swinhoeôs and Wilsonôs Storm Petrels along with more 
regular species. After lunch in the bay offshore from Pantar while arrangements were made with local 
officials, we headed ashore in the afternoon and we were s oon adding considerably to the trip list with our 

first of some widespread Lesser Sundas species like Flame -breasted Sunbird , Black - fronted Flowerpecker, 
Indonesian Honeyeater, Helmeted Friarbird and Wallacean Cuckooshrike plus several sightings of Rufous -
backed Kingfisher which turned out to be a new record for the island.  Our main reason for being here 
though was the nocturnal action and it took some time after dusk before our patience was rewarded by 
the distinctive voice of our target ï the plesseni tax on of Southern Boobook ï a hugely over - lumped 
complex which is currently undergoing a review which will see it elevated to full species status. 

Fortunately this óAlor Boobookô wasted no time in coming in to investigate us and we were able to enjoy 
great vi ews , with photos, videos and sound recordings to support this split which has previously been seen 
by just a couple of pioneering birders!  
 

    
 

óAlorô Boobook, Pantar and Timor Bush Warbler, Alor 
 
From Pan tar it was a relatively short journey to neighbo uring Alor where we anchored in the early hours of 
the morning before enjoying an early breakfast and heading ashore in the zodiacs at dawn. After the usual 
Indonesian scenario of missing vehicles and lack of fuel, we were fairly quickly driving up into th e nearby 
hills on a glorious sunny morning. Our first target was audible from the car even before we reached our 

intended spot but these particular Timor Bush Warblers seemed impossible to see at this location and we 
moved on to search elsewhere. Sunda Bus h Warbler soon showed well and a Timor Stubtail more briefly  

(both of recently discovered, undescribed subspecies here) , before we found more Timor Bush Warblers, 
actually one of the same birds that we had heard previously but now in an area with an open t rack and 
therefore a hope of catching a glimpse. Some skilful playback produced several views of this rare, if 
typically nondescript, Locustella as it darted across the wide track , occasionally pausing for slightly more 

prolonged views. Moving onwards we t ried to gain altitude and at the top of a rough track more open 
grasslands held several more calling Timor Bush Warblers, one of which gave great views. This species 
has only very recently been found on Alor, away from its previous know n range in Timor, an d is by far the 
best place to search for it since they seem to be missing from the only suitable area regularly visited by 
birders ï Gunung Mutis ï and it might well have been extirpated from there by habitat loss from over -
grazing.  
The remainder of our ti me on Alor produced good numbers of Mountain White -eye, Olive -headed Lorikeet, 

Rusty -breasted Cuckoo, Cinereous Tit , Ruddy Cuckoo Dove  and perched Australian Hobby before we 
headed back to the boat and set sail again.  
 
The next morning on our final approac hes  to the island of Wetar the usual Bulwerôs Petrels, Red-footed 

and Brown Boobies were joined by our first Brown Noddy, White - tailed Tropicbirds and several Sperm 
Whales, two of which performed a spectacular synchronised dive right in front of our boat! Having made 
good time on this leg of the journey we made a stop at Redong Island en route, finding our first White -

tufted Honeyeater, Fawn -breasted Whistler and Bonelliôs Eagles of the trip, as well as some absolutely 
superb snorkelling just offshore. The final sailing of the day to our destination on the north coast of Wetar 



found some very good seabird action including many Brown N oddie s, Great Frigatebird, Arctic Skua and 

our first  Pomarine Skua of the trip.  
 

   
 

Wetar Scops Owl and Wetar Ground Dove, Wetar  
 

   
 

óBandaô Bronze Cuckoo and Kisar Friarbird, Leti 

 
With all arrangements in place the previous evening, we set out well before dawn the next morning and as 
the light broke we entered our intended river valley surrounded by bird sound . We were we ll prepared for 
the walk much of which was wading along the shallow river as it navigated a forest - lined gorge , and far 
from being a problem this added to the sense of solitude and adventure in this spectacular setting. Early 
morning activity as we entered  the valley included Wallacean Drongo  (soon to be Timor Drongo!) , 

Wallacean Cuckooshrikes, a pair of Timor Black Pigeons called in which proved to be the first of many 
during the day, and two species soon to be promoted to full species staus; óWetarô Oriole from Timor 
Oriole and óTimorô Cuckoo Dove as a split up of the Bar-necked Cuckoo Dove. Fruiting trees attracted 
stunning Black -backed Fruit Doves while many birds were perched out to soak up the early morning sun 
including Timor Blue Flycatcher and endem ic Crimson -hooded Myzomela. Following brief views of our first 
endemic Black -necklaced Honeyeater , another stop where there was good activity including several Wetar 

Figbirds, gave our first sighting of Wetar Ground Doves in the trees on the steep slopes o f the valley. Not 

surprisingly the Wetar Ground Doves were greeted with great excitement for this is one of the most 
enigmatic birds of the region, almost unknown in the well visited areas of west Timor and only recently 
found (and sound - recorded for the f irst time) in  a remote  area of East Timor. They were to prove 
delightfully common along the river valley during the day with around fifteen  birds seen and many others 
heard, and we had such superlative views that it was little surprised when it was voted a s óbird-of - the -
tourô even amid stiff competition! A pair of Tricolored Parrotfinch showed for some on the steep sides of 



the gorge, a Timor Leaf Warbler was found and appeared similar to the birds on Timor itself, then our first 

Timor Imperial Pigeon seen,  bowing as it belting out its distinctive call. These were much better views 
than any of us had ever had in west Timor and it was a treat to enjoy them in glorious warm sunshine 
rather than on a cold, windy and foggy Gunung Mutis! After a picturesque picni c on the river bank, our 

slow walk back produced reasonable views of the skulking Timor Stubtail, Marigold Lorikeet, and in the 
late afternoon a rather distant Cinnamon -banded Kingfisher giving its trilled song from the highest trees 
on the top of the gorg e walls! With a couple of interesting night -birds to look for, we waited in a suitable 
forest patch and as dusk approached the first could be heard calling, a vocal distinct form of Large - tailed 

Nightjar which we observed for the first time on this years L esser Sundas tour. Like Mees ôs Nightjar of 
Flores and Sumba, these óTimor Nightjarsô appear identical in plumage to Large-tailed Nightjars but the 
vocalisations suggest that they too should be elevated to full species status. Our other target appeared 
just  as promptly when a series of gruff notes drew our attention to the tempestatis taxon of Moluccan 
Scops Owl, another hugely over - lumped super -species, with several vocally and morphologically distinct 
forms of which óWetarô Scops Owl is sure to be recognised as distinct soon.  

 

   
 

Damar Flycatcher, Damar  
 

The next morning on Wetar was spent closer to the village to try and get better views of species which 
tend to be commoner in trash habitat close to habitation. Crimson -hooded Myzomela and Black -necklace d 
Honeyeater in particular had been scarce the previous day but were much more obliging today, likewise 
Cinnamon -banded Kingfisher gave better views, Little Bronze Cuckoo was new and Olive -shouldered 

Parrot came in to feed on some favoured fruits.  As we sa iled along the north coast of Wetar huge numbers 
of seabirds included thousands of Red - footed Boobies and frigatebirds, good numbers of Brown Noddies, 
Bridled Terns, Sooty Terns and a single Pomarine Skua. In the afternoon we stopped at a random stretch 
of  completely deserted white -sand beach and while some enjoyed more amazing snorkelling, others found 
Pacific Golden Plover and Beach Thick -knee , and signs of egg - laying turtles were all along the beach . Then 

as dusk fell, another óWetarô Scops Owl was called into view and óTimor óNightjar called nearby. 

The next morning we arrived at the island of Leti and after the usually formalities we were off into the 
heat of the day for our first birding. Fortunately there was still good activity and this included seve ral of 
our prime target ï Kisar Friarbird ï which is endemic to the small islands of Leti, Moa and Kisar, the  
south -western  Banda Sea  islands , perhaps not the best looking bird of the trip but surely one of the 
rarest! Also new here were Rufous -sided Geryg one and Zebra Finch with Olive -headed Lorikeets and 
mangos fresh from the tree also highlights. In the afternoon we set out for another nearby birding area, a 
beautiful forested valley and it was here that we all finally had good views of the local compar  subspecies 

of Golden Whistler, unique in that both sexes have female - type plumages.  More sightings of Wallacean 
Cuckooshrike, Northern Fantail, Spotted Kestrel, Kisar Friarbird and Zebra Finches kept things interesting 
as we waited for dark. As dusk arrive d, several Savanna Nightjars were flying all around us but despite 
much effort only very distant and brief Southern Boobooks were heard until we headed back to the village 
to find one calling from right next to the houses! Unfortunately the noisy local dog s flushed the birds 
before we could reach  them and we were left frustrated by no more calling.  

 

Another long sailing towards Damar the next day was highlighted by an obliging Blue Whale, blowing and 
fluking , and by some more great snorkelling at T erbang Se latan island before we anchored off Damar in 
the evening. Damar was one of the most eagerly anticipated stops on the tour after the sensational 
rediscovery here of the Damar Flycatcher in 2001 by the first birder to visit the island in more than a 
century!  Within a short walk of the town we were already finding our first Wallacean Whistlers, Rufous -
sided Gerygone and Five -coloured Munia, then as we made our way into the hills an Orange -banded 



Thrush responded well to playback for excellent views and a much appreciated new bird for those who 

hadnôt been on a Lesser Sundas tour. Almost as soon as we entered good forest, our first Damar 
Flycatchers appeared, a typically furtive little flycatcher, which allowed us all very prolonged views as the 
pair sang and fe d nearby and we were thrilled to be first ever group to see this species which had actually 

previously only been seen by one other birder ever. The flycatcher actually turned out to be fairly common 
in good habitat and several others were recorded during t he day as well as more Orange -banded 
Thrushes, Black -backed Fruit Doves and in the late afternoon a Cinnamon -banded Kingfisher. Back on the 
boat we toasted our success in seeing one of the most inaccessible birds on earth before setting sail again 

for Baba r.  
 

   
 

Orange - banded Thrush and Tricoloured Parrotfinch, Babar  

 

The seas were quiet the next morning and the only surprise was an Island Monarch hea ding south in the 
middle of the open water ! Some of our main targets on Babar were nocturnal so we were glad to head out 
into the field by late afternoon the next day in time to spot a Variable Goshawk going to roost and Large -
tailed Nightjars coming out to play at dusk. A big surprise during our owl session was an Oriental Plover 
captured in the spotlight a nd after some searching we finally had a response from a Southern Boobook , 
here of the aptly -named endemic cinnamomina,  which soon appeared in front of us, looking rather 
different from other forms of the super -species but sounding very much like birds fro m Australia and 

certainly very different to the óAlorô Boobook seen earlier in the tour. 
The next morning we birded again on Babar finding some very obliging Orange -banded Thrushes, 
Cinnamon -banded Kingfisher, several stunning Tricoloured Parrotfinches whi ch were particularly 
appreciated by those that had missed them on previous trips to the region. We also added two species; 
Banda Myzomela and Cinnamon - tailed Fantail which are only found on these eastern most Lesser Sunda 
islands and which were to become v ery familiar during our time on Tanimbar.  The harbour area provided a 
little boost to the trip list with Red -necked Stint, Terek Sandpiper and Greater Sandplover feeding on the 

exposed mud before we set sail again headed for our final destination of the ad venture.  
 
On our final approach to Tanimbar we took the opportunity to explore one of the small islands lying 
offshore and this proved to be a brilliant move as the limited tree cover on the island supported several 
Tanimbar Scrubfowl and we  enjoyed fine views, a great bonus as hunting pressure has severely reduced 
numbers on the main island of Yamdena and we might well otherwise have missed this difficult endemic.  

There were other attractions here too such as large numbers of Pied Imperial Pigeons, Great -billed Heron, 
Pacific Reef Egrets, several excellent views of Beach Thick -knee and a pair of Pied Oystercatchers, a 
scarce bird in Indonesia.  
By the evening we were anchored offshore from Saumlaki, the main hub on Yamdena, the largest island in 
the Tanimba r island group and the next day we made our way into the remnant forests of Yamdena with 
great anticipation as more than half of the new birds possible on the tour were to be found in these last 
few days. As expected on a new island of this size the mornin g bought a rush of new birds with the a 

Tanimbar Triller and a stunning Wallaceôs Fruit Dove in the early morning sun starting the action followed 
by some very active Tanimbar Bush Warblers as we entered the forest. Black -bibbed Monarch was not 

uncommon an d views better than previously on Damar and the appearance of our first Tanimbar Oriole 
caused much surprise for those who had not realised just how similar in appearance this mimic is to a 
friarbird!  
Our first Loetoe Monarch, a strikingly pied creature, a ppeared and after some work a shy Slaty -backed 
Thrush was finally seen well by everyone. Two oft - touted splits followed; the rather disjunct population of 

Rufous - throated Flycatcher which is often separated as Tanimbar Flycatcher and the local Bar -necked 



Cuckoo Dove whose two -note wolf -whistle is very distinct from the calls we had heard from their relatives 

on Wetar and Tanahjampea. The morning session finished with a calling vigorsii  Elegant Pitta but its  
chosen area was extremely dense and the only view we got was as it fly right past us in the forest. After 
lunch we said our goodbyes to the ever attentive boat crew and transferred to a hotel in the city for our 

final nights before heading  out to a different area for some roadside birding in the afternoon . As expected 
many species were easier to view here with Golden -bellied Flyrobin quickly added, several Timor Friarbirds 
allowed comparison with the earlier oriole, and the dark local unimodus  race of Wallacean Cuckooshrike 
was noted. A fruiting tree prove d great views of many Wallaceôs Fruit Doves and the stunning looks at 

Blue -streaked Lory here earned it a place in the top five birds -of - the - trip. Finally we had nice views of 
Tanimbar Co ckatoos  perched in the scope, and sneaked in some Mistletoebirds just  before dusk, the later 
often spl it now as Tanimbar Flowerpecker  given now distinct they are from the true Mistletoebirds of 
Australia. Our chosen spot at dusk proved perfect for a pair of Tanimbar Boobooks which came out and 
performed almost as soon as it  was dark although as expected our searches for Lesser Masked Owl were 
less successful, with no sight or sound as we covered some kilometres of forest and we headed back from 

a very late dinner determined to try again the next evening.  
 

   
 

Wallaceôs Fruit Dove and Lesser Masked Owl, Tanimbar  
 

A different logging trail the next morning initially took us through open fields where we found more 
Tanim bar  Trillers , Tawny Grassbirds which are very similar to the Australian birds here, more Golden -
bellied Flyro bin, both Tanimbar Friarbirds and Orioles and a superb flyover White - throated Needletail on 
its way to wintering areas in Australia. As we reached the forest edge a close Tanimbar Cockatoo  was 
followed by Kai Cicadabirds  chasing each other , a rather dull s ubspecies of Cinnamon -banded Kingfisher 
and our first Pied Bronze Cuckoo. The interior of the forest was typically quieter but Black -bibbed and 
Loetoe Monarch made regular appearances, another Slaty -backed Thrush was seen and we added Long -

tailed Fantail t o our list of endemics. The afternoon walk found more of the same endemics including 

Long - tailed Fantail, Elegant Pitta was seen albeit once again only in flight, and we added Shining Monarch . 
As dusk fell we again headed out for another search for the mis sing tyto  with a Tanimbar Boobook sat by 
the roadside getting things off to a great start. The tyto  owls are undoubtedly some of the toughest to find 
as they have large territories, call infrequently and are often unresponsive to playback. Not surprising 
then that the Lesser Masked Owl has only ever been seen very few times, nevertheless we were going to 

give it our best shot and before long we heard the distinctive but very, very distant screech but despite a 
long wait we never had another sign of the bird  and eventually moved on to try elsewhere but without any 
other sign of the bird before it was time to head back for another late dinner. Although we had scarcely 
dared to expect the bird, it was still disappointing, then as we drove back towards the town,  those 
spotlighting from the cars spotted a ghostly white shape heading over the lead car, a n emergency stop 
and amazingly the bird had perched by the roadside, just...and only just... in a place where it was visible! 
After some excited manoeuvring we coul d all see the bird and it obliged with 15 minutes of uninterrupted 

views from the front, back, side, and even calling! It was an ecstatic group that headed back for a 
particularly late dinner having joined the very small number of people ever to have seen Lesser Masked 
Owl!  

We had very little remaining to see on our last day on the island having been very successful until now. 
One notable omission had been the endemic race,  kuehni , of Wallacean Drongo which is very distinct and 
a likely split so we made a s pecial effort for this one and found a pair which were even attending a nest, 
giving great views and these particularly chu nky -billed drongos and their distinctive calls. We again 

enjoyed many of the same endemics but particularly noteworthy were another K ai Cicadabird, great views 
of Tanimbar Flowerpecker and a very obliging Elegant Pitta perched in the trees was the highlight for 
many.  



After much effort the elusive Fawn -breasted Thrush didnôt want to oblige and the only sighting was by 

James and Josep who  were fortunate to be in the right places as one went  across the trail.  
Our time on Tanimbar brought this amazing adventure to a close as the next day we flew firstly to Ambon 
(taking off from Tanimbar ôs short runway an adventure in itself!) and continued onwards to the sprawling 

metropolis of Jakarta for our onward travels home, filled with fantastic memories of our travels to some of 
the remotest places on the globe.   
 
Following the outstanding success of this inaugural Banda Sea Cruise, and many enquirie s for a repeat 

trip, we will be operating another Banda Sea Cruise in the near - future , please click here  for further 
information. Alternatively please contact us via  e-mail  if you would like to organise a custom tour to these 
superb areas.  
 
 

More tour photos...  
 
(all photos © James Eaton and Rob Hutchinson/Birdtour Asia )  

 

   
 

   
 

Golden Whistler and juvenile Tanahjampea Monarch, Tanahjampea  

Pallasôs Tube- nos ed Bat , Tanahjampea  and Heinroth ôs Shearwater, Flores Sea  
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Brown Goshawk and Crimson - hooded Myzomela, Wetar  
Wetar Oriole and Timor Imperial Pigeon, Wetar  

Golden Whistler and Zebra Finch, Leti  



   
 

   
 

   
 

Sperm Whale, at sea and Arafura F antail, Leti  
Golden Whistler and Lesser Frigatebird, Damar  

Southern Boobook and Cinnamon - banded Kingfisher, Babar  



   
 

   
 

   
 

Five - coloured Munia and Red - chested Flowerpecker, Babar  
Pied Oystercatcher and Brown Booby , Pulau Anggarmasa  

Pied Bronze Cuc koo and Elegant Pitta, Tanimbar  



   
 

   
 

   
 

Lesser Masked Owl and Tanimbar Boobook, Tanimbar  
Long - tailed Fantail and Tanimbar Flycatcher, Tanimbar  

Oriental Cuckoo and Rufous - sided Gerygone, Tanimbar  



   
 

   
 

   
 

Tanimbar Cockatoo and Cinnamon - ta iled Fantail, Tanimbar  

Kai Cicadabird and Cinnamon - banded Kingfisher, Tanimbar  
Blue - streaked Lory and Black - bibbed Monarch, Tanimbar  



   
 

   
 

   
 

Tawny Grassbird and óTanimbarô Drongo, Tanimbar 
Slaty - backed Thrush and Golden - bellied Flyrobin , Tanimbar  

Brown Booby and group and Bea ch Thick - knees, Pulau Anggarmasa  



Systematic List  
 

GALLIFORMES: Megapodiidae  
  Tanimbar Scrubfowl  Megapodius tenimberensis  

 Orange - footed Scrubfowl  Megapodius reinwardt reinwardt  
 

   
GALLIFORMES: Phasianidae  

  Red Junglefo wl  Gallus gallus  Introduced  

   
PROCELLARIIFORMES: Procellariidae  

  Bulwer's Petrel  Bulweria bulwerii  
 Streaked Shearwater  Calonectris leucomelas  
 Heinroth ôs Shearwater  Puffinus heinrothi  
 

   
PROCELLARIIFORMES: Hydrobatidae  

  Wilson's Storm -Petrel  Oceanite s oceanicus  
 Swinhoe's Storm -Petrel  Oceanodroma monorhis  
 

   
PHAETHONTIFORMES: Phaethontidae  

  White - tailed Tropicbird  Phaethon lepturus  
 Red-billed Tropicbird  Phaethon aethereus  
 

   
SULIFORMES: Fregatidae  

  Great Frigatebird  Fregata minor  
 Lesser  Frigatebird  Fregata ariel  
 

   
SULIFORMES: Sulidae  

  Brown Booby  Sula leucogaster plotus  
 Red-footed Booby  Sula sula rubripes  
 

   
SULIFORMES: Phalacrocoracidae  

  Little Black Cormorant  Phalacrocorax sulcirostris  
 Little Pied Cormorant  Phalacrocorax  melanoleucos  
 

   
PELECANIFORMES: Ardeidae  

  Great -billed Heron  Ardea sumatrana  
 Pacific Reef -Heron  Egretta sacra sacra  
 Eastern Cattle Egret  Bubulcus [ibis] coromandus  
 Javan Pond -Heron  Ardeola speciosa  
 Striated Heron  Butorides striata javanicus  
 Rufous Night -Heron  Nycticorax caledonicus hilli  
 

   
ACCIPITRIFORMES: Accipitridae  

  Pacific Baza  Aviceda subcristata timorlaoensis  
 Oriental Honey Buzzard  Pernis ptilorhynchus orientalis  
 Brahminy Kite  Haliastur indus intermedius  
 White -bellied Sea Eagle  Haliaeetus leucogaster  
 Variable Goshawk  Accipiter hiogaster polionotus  
 

 
Accipiter hiogaster sylvestris  

 Brown Goshawk  Accipiter fasciatus stresemanni  
 

 
Accipiter fasciatus wallacii  

 Japanese Sparrowhawk  Accipiter gularis  
 Bonelli's Eagle  Aqui la fasciata renschi  
 

   
FALCONIFORMES: Falconidae  

  Spotted Kestrel  Falco moluccensis microbalia  
 Australian Hobby  Falco longipennis hanieli  
 Peregrine Falcon  Falco peregrinus ernesti  
 

   
GRUIFORMES: Rallidae  

  White -breasted Waterhen  Amaurornis ph oenicurus leucomelanus  Heard only  

   
CHARADRIIFORMES: Burhinidae  

  Beach Thick -knee  Esacus magnirostris  
 

   
CHARADRIIFORMES: Charadriidae  

  Grey Plover  Pluvialis squatarola  
 Pacific Golden -Plover  Pluvialis fulva  
 



Greater Sand -Plover  Charadrius lesc henaultii  
 Oriental Plover  Charadrius veredus  
 

   
CHARADRIIFORMES: Scolopacidae  

  Terek Sandpiper  Xenus cinereus  
 Common Sandpiper  Actitis hypoleucos  
 Grey - tailed Tattler  Tringa brevipes  
 Common Greenshank  Tringa nebularia  
 Marsh Sandpiper  Tringa s tagnatilis  
 Little Curlew  Numenius minutus  
 Whimbrel  Numenius phaeopus  
 Far Eastern Curlew  Numenius madagascariensis  
 Eurasian Curlew  Numenius arquata orientalis  
 Red-necked Stint  Calidris ruficollis  
 Red-necked Phalarope  Phalaropus lobatus  
 

   
CHA RADRIIFORMES: Glareolidae  

  Australian Pratincole  Stiltia isabella  
 

   
CHARADRIIFORMES: Haematopodidae  

  Pied Oystercatcher  Haematopus longirostris  
 

   
CHARADRIIFORMES: Laridae  

  Brown Noddy  Anous stolidus  
 Sooty Tern  Onychoprion fuscatus  
 Bridled  Tern  Onychoprion anaethetus anaethetus  
 Gull -billed Tern  Gelochelidon nilotica macrotarsa  
 White -winged Black Tern  Chlidonias leucopterus  
 Whiskered Tern  Chlidonias hybrida  
 Black -naped Tern  Sterna sumatrana  
 Common Tern  Sterna hirundo longipennis  
 Great Crested Tern  Thalasseus bergii  
 

   
CHARADRIIFORMES: Stercorariidae  

  Pomarine Jaeger  Stercorarius pomarinus  
 Arctic Jaeger  Stercorarius parasiticus  
 Long - tailed Jaeger  Stercorarius longicaudus  
 

   
COLUMBIFORMES: Columbidae  

  Metallic Pigeon  Columba vitiensis metallica  Heard only  

Spotted Dove  Streptopelia chinensis tigrina  
 Timor Cuckoo Dove  Macropygia [magna] magna  
 Tanimbar Cuckoo Dove  Macropygia [magna] timorlaoensis  
 Flores Sea Cuckoo Dove  Macropygia [magna] macassariensis longa  
 Timor  Black Pigeon  Turacoena modesta  
 Emerald Dove  Chalcophaps indica indica  
 Green -winged Pigeon  Chalcophaps [indica] timorensis  
 Barred Dove  Geopelia maugei  
 Wetar Ground Dove  Gallicolumba hoedtii  
 Black -backed Fruit Dove  Ptilinopus cinctus cinctus  
 

 
Ptilinopus cinctus ottonis  

 Wallace's Fruit Dove  Ptilinopus wallacii  
 Rose-crowned Fruit Dove  Ptilinopus regina xanthogaster  
 

 
Ptilinopus regina roseipileum  

 Black -naped Fruit Dove  Ptilinopus melanospilus melanauchen  
 Elegant Imperial Pigeon  Ducula conc inna  
 Pink -headed Imperial Pigeon  Ducula rosacea  
 Timor Imperial Pigeon  Ducula cineracea  
 Pied Imperial Pigeon  Ducula bicolor  
 

   
PSITTACIFORMES: Cacatuidae  

  Tanimbar Cockatoo  Cacatua goffiniana  
 

   
PSITTACIFORMES: Psittacidae  

  Blue -streaked Lor y Eos reticulata  
 Marigold Lorikeet  Trichoglossus capistratus flavotectus  
 Olive -headed Lorikeet  Trichoglossus euteles  
 Red-cheeked Parrot  Geoffroyus geoffroyi geoffroyi  
 

 
Geoffroyus geoffroyi timorlaoensis  

 Great -billed Parrot  Tanygnathus megalorynch os megalorynchos  
 



 
Tanygnathus megalorynchos subaffinis  

 Eclectus Parrot  Eclectus roratus riedeli  
 Olive -shouldered Parrot  Aprosmictus jonquillaceus wetterensis  
 

   
CUCULIFORMES: Cuculidae  

  Oriental Cuckoo  Cuculus optatus  
 Rusty -breasted Cuckoo  Cacomantis sepulcralis sepulcralis  
 Brush Cuckoo  Cacomantis variolosus whitei  
 Little Bronze -Cuckoo  Chrysococcyx minutillus poecilurus  
 'Banda' Bronze Cuckoo  Chrysococcyx [minutillus] rufomerus  
 Pied Bronze Cuckoo  Chrysococcyx crassirostris crassirostri s 
 Asian Koel  Eudynamys scolopaceus  
 Australian Koel  Eudynamys cyanocephalus  
 Lesser Coucal  Centropus bengalensis javanicus  
 

   
STRIGIFORMES: Tytonidae  

  Lesser Masked Owl  Tyto sororcula sororcula  
 Barn Owl  Tyto alba javanica  Heard only  

   
STRIGIF ORMES: Strigidae  

  Wetar Scops Owl  Otus [magicus] tempestatis  
 Tanimbar Boobook  Ninox [squamipila] forbesi  
 Southern Boobook  Ninox novaeseelandiae cinnamomina  
 

 
Ninox novaeseelandiae moae  Heard only  

Alor Boobook  Ninox [novaeseelandiae] plesseni  
 

   
CAPRIMULGIFORMES: Caprimulgidae  

  Large - tailed Nightjar  Caprimulgus macrurus schlegelii  
 Timor Nightjar  Caprimulgus [macrurus] sp nov.  
 Savanna Nightjar  Caprimulgus affinis  
 

   
APODIFORMES: Apodidae  

  White - throated Needletail  Hirundapus caudacutus  
 Glossy Swiftlet  Collocalia esculenta perneglecta  
 Cave Swiftlet  Collocalia linchi linchi  
 Uniform Swiftlet  Aerodramus vanikorensis moluccarum  
 Edible -nest Swiftlet  Aerodramus fuciphagus fuciphagus  
 Pacific Swift  Apus pacificus  
 

   
CORACIIFORMES: Alc edinidae  

  Common Kingfisher  Alcedo atthis floresiana  
 Rufous -backed Kingfisher  Ceyx rufidorsa  
 Collared Kingfisher  Todiramphus chloris chloris  
 Cinnamon -banded Kingfisher  Todiramphus australasia australasia  
 

 
Todiramphus australasia dammeriana  

 

 
Tod iramphus australasia odites  

 Sacred Kingfisher  Todiramphus sanctus sanctus  
 

   
CORACIIFORMES: Meropidae  

  Rainbow Bee -eater  Merops ornatus  
 

   
PICIFORMES: Picidae  

  Sunda Woodpecker  Dendrocopos moluccensis grandis  
 

   
PASSERIFORMES: Pittidae  

  Elegant Pitta  Pitta elegans virginalis  Heard only  

 
Pitta elegans vigorsii  

 

   
PASSERIFORMES: Meliphagidae  

  Crimson -hooded Myzomela  Myzomela kuehni  
 Sulawesi Myzomela  Myzomela chloroptera eva  
 Banda Myzomela  Myzomela boiei annabellae  
 Indonesian Honey eater  Lichmera limbata  
 White - tufted Honeyeater  Lichmera squamata  
 Black -necklaced Honeyeater  Lichmera notabilis  
 Kisar Friarbird  Philemon kisserensis  
 Tanimbar Friarbird  Philemon [moluccensis] plumigenis  
 Helmeted Friarbird  Philemon buceroides neglec tus  
 

 
Philemon buceroides buceroides  

 


