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White-browed Nuthatch, Mount Victoria, Burma        © Rob Hutchinson / Birdtour Asia 
 
This route covering Bagan, Mount Victoria, Kalaw and Lake Inle was immensely successful and an enjoyable 
insight into this friendly and fascinating country. The birds performed well with Bagan producing all the hoped for 
dry-zone endemics – Hooded Treepie, Jerdon’s Minivet, Burmese Bushlark and White-throated Babbler. Mount 
Victoria allowed us wonderful views of the endemic White-browed Nuthatch, other regional specialties including 
Chin-hills Wren Babbler, Spot-breasted Scimitar-Babbler, Brown-capped, Assam, Striped and Blue-winged 
Laughingthrushes, Red-faced Liocichla, Mount Victoria Babax, Rusty-fronted and Streak-throated Barwing, Kalij 
Pheasant, Spot-breasted and Black-throated Parrotbill, Black-throated, Black-browed and Black-bibbed Tits, Spot-
winged Grosbeak, Yellow-billed Blue Magpie and Black-headed Shrike Babbler.  
At the pleasant hill-station at Kalaw we found Spectacled Barwing, Black-backed Sibia, Rusty-cheeked Scimitar 
Babbler, Silver-eared Laughingthrush, Collared Myna, Crested Bunting, Black-headed Greenfinch and the rare 
Burmese Yuhina. We finished the tour at the scenic Lake Inle with excellent views of Jerdon’s Bushchat and an 
abundance of wintering wildfowl which included a fine male Baikal Teal. Our species total was 334 in 13 days. 
 
The tour began with an early morning flight north from the capital Yangon (formally Rangoon) north into the arid 
heart of Burma. Our early departure and faster than normal flight (aboard one of Burma’s few commercial jet 



aircrafts!) put us in Bagan earlier than expected and we took full advantage by venturing out into the dry acacia-
dotted landscape amid the hundreds of ancient temples for which the area is famous. Our focus however were the 
several endemics birds that can be found in the area and we began immediately, enjoying bold White-throated 
Babblers which fed unconcerned in the open with long-tails cocked, and the subtle Burmese Bushlarks which 
allowed excellent close range studies as they fed in close (family?) parties. 
The biggest bonus however was the furtive party of four endemic Jerdon’s Minivets including a gorgeous orange-
breasted male which eventually gave great views as they settled to feed in an open field – this species can be 
rather erratic in its appearances so it was great to see them so easily on this occasion. Yellow-eyed Babbler and 
Plain-backed Sparrows were also seen, a small group of Jungle Mynas joined the Common Mynas, a group of 
Black-crowned Night Heron were seen flying and perching distantly and Black-shouldered Kite and Oriental Honey 
Buzzards passed overhead. A nearby town park gave some respite from the heat and held migrants including Red-
throated Flycatcher, an obliging perched Crested Goshawk and Grey-headed Parakeets while Plain Martin and 
Temmincks Stint were seen during a riverside lunch stop. 
Our afternoon birding both Brown and Burmese Shrike, Brown Prinia, Thick-billed Warblers ‘chacking” from the 
undergrowth and several views of Spotted Owlet. 
In the late afternoon sharp eyes spotted the distinctive silhouette of a Hooded Treepie disappearing into a nearby 
bush and we soon tracked down this smart grey, black and white bird with its bizarre spatulate tail feeding in a 
cactus bush and enjoyed great views of this elusive endemic. 
Wandering around the fields produced several flushed quail species but none were seen satisfactorily, fortunately 
a flushed Chinese Francolin was more straightforward to identify. 
The following morning we headed out early and found the birds very active in the relative cool of the early 
morning and wintering passerines included Buff-throated, Dusky and Radde’s Warblers and a single Olive-backed 
Pipit. We again flushed several quail and buttonquail species but were unfortunate not to get satisfactory 
identifiable views and a calling Chinese Francolin remained well hidden. Eastern Marsh Harrier and 6 stunning 
male Pied Harriers passed by on their way out to feed and a flyover Changeable Hawk-Eagle was a surprise. 
Moving on we found a Western Marsh Harrier and an immature White-eyed Buzzard perched on telegraph posts in 
a particularly dry area and had good views after a short trek through the semi desert. With the temperature now 
rising we headed to a nice shaded dry river gully and finished the morning with Blue-throated Flycatcher, Wryneck 
and a gorgeous male Daurian Redstart. 
In the afternoon we took a relaxing but bird-filled journey by boat along the famous Irrawaddy River. Water-birds 
included good numbers of Indian Spot-billed Duck and Ruddy Shelduck, Common Teal, Little, Intermediate & 
Great Egrets, Great Cormorant, Greenshank, Spotted Redshank, Little Ringed and Kentish Plovers. The sand-bars 
and river-banks held good numbers of scuttling Sand Larks and the abundant leucopsis White Wagtails included a 
single baicalensis bird. River Lapwing; a classic Asian ‘big river’ bird showed nicely and despite very windy 
conditions our stop on a large island covered with elephant grass produced male and female White-tailed 
Stonechat and Striated Prinia. Heading back to Bagan both Red Avadavat and Pied Kingfisher were added and we 
finished with a lovely group of Small Praticole perched on the sandbars and in flight where the black-and-white 
wing pattern was particularly striking. 
We departed early the next morning heading for the famous peak of Mount Victoria taking the opportunity for 
several birding stops. The first stop for close views of a perched White-eyed Buzzard also produced Purple Sunbird 
and Scarlet-backed Flowerpeckers. Continuing onwards Oriental Honey Buzzard, Crested Goshawk and Eurasian 
Sparrowhawk were all seen but the best birding was in the mature dry dipterocarp forest for here we found 
several large feeding flocks; a large group of noisy Lesser Necklaced-Laughingthrushes were joined by several 
stunning Red-billed Blue Magpies while larger groups held Velvet-fronted Nuthatch, Grey-capped Pygmy 
Woodpecker, Black-hooded Oriole, Gold-fronted Leafbird, Yellow-vented Flowerpecker, a small group of Yellow-
bellied Warblers, Rufous-fronted Babbler, Pin-striped Tit-Babbler and a Himalayan Flameback that flew in and 
landed right in front of us allowing excellent views of the subtle differences separating it from Common 
Flameback. Further stops along the route produced Crested Treeswifts and Ashy Woodswallows with a close 
perched Yellow-footed Green Pigeon on our last break before arriving in the evening at our comfortable rustic 
lodge on the lower slopes of Mount Victoria. 
 
We began our first day in the lower altitude broadleaf forest just above the lodge. 
We soon heard the distinctive calls of a pair of Spot-breasted Scimitar-Babblers – another specialty of this region 
following the splitting of the complex of the same name into 4 species. They remained distant so we headed into 
the wooded thicket and were rewarded not only with views of the Scimitar-Babbler but also a feeding party in the 
undergrowth that included Assam Laughingthrush (a recent split from the Chestnut-crowned complex and yet 
another west-Burma specialty), Streak-breasted Scimitar-Babblers and amazingly a Blue-winged Laughingthrush, 
one of the most skulking and elusive of the laughingthrush family, which gave good views even venturing out into 
the open to feed on berries. The same fruits also attracting both Black-breasted and Scaly Thrushes to this area. 
Birds are particularly abundant and active on this relative mild part of the mountain and we saw many species 
that were to become very familiar during our time here including Green-backed Tit, Great and Golden-throated 
Barbet, Flavescent Bulbul, Buff-barred, Ashy-throated, Greenish and Yellow-browed and Grey-hooded Warblers, 
Slaty-backed and Rufous-gorgeted Flycatchers, Chestnut-vented Nuthatch, Grey Bushchat and Olive-backed Pipit 
together with scarcer species including Yellow-cheeked Tits, a delightful flock of Black-throated Tits, Silver-eared 



Mesia, White-browed Shrike Babbler, Short-billed Minivet, Grey-cheeked Fulvetta, Crested Finchbills, the only 
Mountain Imperial Pigeon and mega close views of a diminutive Chestnut-headed Tesia.  
Finally in late morning we heard the distinctive song of the Striped Laughingthrush – an east-Himalayan endemic 
with a preference for disturbed habitat. We had no problems persuading them to come closer but they were 
frustratingly elusive, singing from deep in the grassy field on the slope below us. After a long wait they did oblige 
however by climbing up out of the grass into a small bush where we enjoyed nice views of these smart birds. 
In the afternoon we made our first visit up into the lush evergreen forest zone which covers much of the mid-
altitude zones of Mount Victoria. Here we found our first Grey Sibia, Striated and Mountain Bulbul, Yellow-bellied 
and White-throated Fantail, Whiskered and Stripe-throated Yuhinas, Chestnut-bellied Rock Thrush and Blue-
Whistling Thrush. Scarcer species included a small group of Asian House Martins overhead, Black-throated Prinia 
(a recent split from Hill Prinia), Himalayan Red-flanked Bluetail, Bar-tailed Treecreeper, Yellow-bellied 
Flowerpecker and a Stripe-breasted Woodpecker. 
 

     
 

  Black-headed Shrike Babbler, Mount Victoria              Mount Victoria Babax, Mount Victoria 
 
We finished the day in the scrubby pine zone we found Blue-throated Barbet, Grey Treepie, a Scaly-breasted 
Wren-Babbler skulking in the roadside undergrowth and finally a group of Red-faced Liocichlas in the scrubby 
roadside vegetation which obliged by coming right out to feed on the side of the road.  
On our second day we departed early and after two stops to enjoy Grey Nightjars perched on the Jeep track we 
were eagerly awaiting sunrise high on the mountain. As the first rays of sun hit the trees birds burst into life. 
Chestnut-tailed Minla, Stripe-throated Yuhina, Vivid Niltava and near-endemic Assam and Brown-capped 
Laughingthrushes were the first to appear in nearby cherry trees, followed shortly afterwards a Darjeeling 
Woodpecker giving great views then the excited piping-calls of the endemic White-browed Nuthatch drew our 
attention to these stars of the area which appeared in a nearby tree and we enjoyed excellent views of these 
striking birds – amazingly we were to enjoy multiple sightings of this delightful birds on all but one day of our 
visit! We spent the rest of the day walking down through the evergreen forest on the far side of the mountain and 
new birds kept coming – a Scaly-breasted Wren-Babbler responded well to playback and gave reasonable views 
but a Chin Hills Wren-Babbler was more skulking, giving only fleeting glimpses, a flyover Ashy Wood Pigeon, 
Rufous-bellied (and another Stripe-breasted) Woodpecker, good views of wintering Grey-sided Thrushes, Green 
Shrike Babbler, Rusty-fronted and Streak-throated Barwing, and a pair of White-tailed Nuthatches allowed a 
useful comparison as they fed right alongside their commoner Chestnut-vented relatives. Common-Hill Partridge, 
although calling loudly, couldn’t be seen on the steep slopes but we did get good looks at a fast-moving party of 
Nepal Fulvettas and a group of Black-browed Tits; another species which is surely easier to see in Myanmar than 
anywhere else in its restricted range. 
Best birds of the afternoon went to a pair of super-sized Spot-breasted Parrotbills which appeared then soon 
disappeared but were relocated in a nearby grassy clearing where they gave excellent close views whilst belting-
out their loud calls. 
Another predawn start the next day again gave views of Grey Nightjars, 2 individuals seen perched on the track 
and more excitement was to come after dawn when a group of turquoise Yellow-billed Blue Magpie flew across the 
road in front of our jeep and landed in trees nearby. Piling out we had further brief views before disappearing from 
view, but not wishing to be outdone we followed and eventually tracked down the group of 4 birds which gave 
fantastic close and prolonged views. 



Continuing our drive we again piled out for some ‘laughingthrushes’ flushed from the roadside which proved to be 
our first Mount Victoria Babax which showed well in a nearby gully and amazingly this was repeated just 5 
minutes later when another group of these smart, streaky birds was spotted from the car and watched at close 
range. Although it has been suggested that this recently split species should remain as a sub-species of Chinese 
Babax, the distinctive vocalizations and lack of response to playback to calls of the latter suggest that it might 
indeed prove to be a valid species. 
After some birding high on the mountain, producing another fly-over Ashy Wood Pigeon, another party of Black-
browed Tits, a pair of Black-bibbed Tits and several Rufous-bellied Woodpeckers, much of the day was then spent 
walking slowly back through the evergreen forest. Here we added a very obliging Crimson-breasted Woodpecker 
which fed on the same branch for more than 20 minutes, Grey-crowned Warbler, Hume's Warbler, Blyth’s Leaf 
Warbler and Black-eared Shrike Babbler. A group of Rusty-capped Fulvettas fed unobtrusively in the bamboo 
understory but were not easy to view and a Broad-billed Warbler came out from the bamboo briefly but soon 
disappeared. The last hour in the lower pine zone gave us a pair of Pale Blue Flycatchers and a wintering Pale-
legged Leaf-Warbler betrayed its presence with its distinctive calls. A huge flyover accipiter proved to be an adult 
Northern Goshawk 
 

 
 

Spot-breasted Parrotbill, Mount Victoria, Burma   © Rob Hutchinson / Birdtour Asia 
 
We began the following morning with the now customary Grey Nightjar and began in the open areas above the 
evergreen forest with Ashy Wood-Pigeon, Long-tailed and Grey-chinned Minivet, Black-throated Prinia, showy 
Buff-throated Warblers and both Black-browed and Black-bibbed Tits – the later representing a tiny population of 
the species far from the main range in China. Moving down into the forest the mixed feeding groups again include 
such delights as Crimson-breasted Woodpecker, Ashy-throated and Grey-throated Warbler, Black-eared Shrike 
Babbler and Yellow-cheeked Tit. Wedge-tailed Green-Pigeon, Asian Barred Owlet, Yellow-browed Tit, Chestnut-
crowned Warbler and Whistler’s Warbler were new for us while we finally had good views of Broad-billed Warbler. 
We spent some of the afternoon in the open scrub / pine zone and were rewarded when the distinctive calls of 
Spot-winged Grosbeak drew our attention to the bulky form of an immature male perched right at the top of a 
dead tree nearby. Moving to finish in the broadleaf forest above the lodge we found some very responsive Chin 
Hills Wren-Babblers which came close, at times almost at our feet, but views were not ideal in the fading light. 
The birding was not yet finished however as we located a pair of roosting Kalij Pheasants which we watched in the 
gathering loom with better views by spotlight for those who ventured out after dinner. 
 
Spurred on by the wren-babblers of the previous evening we started again in the same area and the birds again 
behaved well – initially rather elusive as they crept around, singing from deep in the undergrowth, but one 
eventually chose a perch where we could all enjoy great views as it sang and preened in the early morning 
sunshine. We also had better views of the Spot-breasted Scimitar-Babblers here – singing in the open in the 
telescope.  



We then drove to the far side of the mountain, seeing Oriental Turtle Dove on route, and spent the remainder of 
the day in the evergreen forest there. Here we enjoyed our best views yet of Broad-billed Warbler and one of the 
feeding flocks held a surprise pair of Spot-breasted Parrotbill. The undoubtedly highlight today was heralded by 
quiet trilling and pattering in the bamboo undergrowth that transformed into a large flock of Black-throated 
Parrotbills which came closer and closer until they were literally all around us, feeding at super-close range until 
they again melted away into the bamboo. Distinctive calls allowed us to positively identify a Bianchi’s Warbler – 
another split from the former ‘Golden-spectacled’ Warbler and the first, but expected record from Myanmar. 
As always the feeding groups here were varied and included Lesser Yellow-nape (new for the trip) Stripe-breasted 
Woodpecker, no less than four Rufous-bellied Woodpeckers, Crimson-breasted Woodpecker, Grey-headed 
Warbler, Grey-crowned and Blyth’s Leaf Warbler, Rusty-fronted Barwing, White-tailed Nuthatch and yet another 
group of Black-browed Tits – an excellent showing for this scarce species. And on the return drive we flushed an 
Ashy Wood-Pigeon from the road and saw our first Large Niltava was very welcome after hearing then several 
times in previous days. 
 
With almost all of targets seen our final day started again in the lower altitude forest with Rufous-bellied and 
Large Nitava, Flavescent Bulbul, many calling Greenish Warblers, Silver-eared Mesia and a Scaly Thrush. 
Brownish-flanked Bush Warbler which we had only heard the day before appeared in an overgrown field. 
We then headed into the evergreen forest just as the sun was hitting and bird activity was beginning. Spending 
much of the day in this lovely forest produced some excellent feeding flocks with Streak-breasted, Rufous-bellied 
and Crimson-breasted Woodpeckers, Crested Finchbill, a large group of Back Bulbul, Black-throated Prinia, Black-
eared Shrike-Babbler, Rusty-fronted Barwing, White-tailed Nuthatch, Blyth’s Leaf Warbler, Grey-crowned Warbler, 
nice brief views of Rusty-capped Fulvettas and an amazing flock of more than 15 Verditer Flycatchers. Undoubted 
bird of the day was a superb female Black-headed Shrike Babbler which was spotted by Rita feeding unobtrusively 
just above our heads in the mid-canopy and which proceeded to give great views, just above, at, and even below 
eye level – a really exceptionally showing for this elusive canopy-dweller. 
 

    
 

Collared Falconet, Kazunma, Burma      Spectacled Barwing, Kalaw, Burma 
 
The next days drive back to Bagan was again broken with several birding stops. Several stops in the early 
morning gave several Rufous Treepie, Lesser and Greater Racquet-tailed Drongo’s, Red-billed Blue Magpie and 
perched Red-breasted Parakeets. Reaching good forest a large feeding group held Rosy and Small Minivets, Gold-
fronted Leafbird, White-rumped Shama, Large Woodshrike, Yellow-bellied Warblers, Brown-cheeked Fulvetta, Red-
headed Trogon, Lineated Barbet, a distinctive race of Grey-faced Woodpecker with bronze-toned wings, Grey-
headed, Blossom-headed and Alexandrine Parakeets, Green-billed Malkoha and an obliging Asian Barred Owlet. 
And a short while later the distinctive patkaicus race of White-crested Laughingthrush with an entirely chestnut 
lower –breast and belly contrasting with a white breast. 
An opening in the forest allowed excellent views of a delightful Collared Falconet perched atop a dead snag and 
nearby, close views, perched and in flight, of a Changeable Hawk Eagle. 
Early the next morning we departed Bagan flying via the famous city to Mandalay to Heho. From here we headed 
up into the hills once more to the charming hill station at Kalaw.  
In the afternoon we birded the scrubby hillsides close to town and quickly found many new birds for the tour – 
smart black-headed tricolor Long-tailed Shrikes, White-browed Laughingthrush, White-browed Scimitar-Babbler, 
skulking Grey-breasted Prinias, Slender-billed Oriole, Buff-throated Warbler and Common Rosefinch. Additionally 



we found a smart Grey-faced Woodpecker which eventually obliged by perching out on a dead stump, a fly-over 
group of Grey-headed Parakeets and several Oriental Turtle-Doves. 
We also found our main targets here – Spectacled Barwing; initially a skulking group which disappeared before we 
all had good views but later an obliging group which showed in full view, singing and feeding alongside smart 
Dark-backed Sibia (here the race castanoptera which distinct rufous wing markings) while striking Red-faced 
Liocichlas sang in full view and Rusty-cheeked Scimitar-Babblers came in very close to investigate our imitations 
giving unusually good views. 
The next day was spent around the Yay-aye-kan Reservoir near Kalaw. Open areas on route to the evergreen 
forest surrounding near the reservoir produced several migrants including Dusky and Tickell’s, Yellow-browed and 
Greenish Warblers, Grey-backed Shrike, Wryneck and Daurian Redstart as well as resident Great Tits, Eurasian 
Jay, White-browed Laughingthrushes and showy White-browed Scimitar Babblers. The scrubby forest edge gave 
us Chestnut Bunting, great views of singing Spectacled Barwings, Silver-eared Mesia and flower cherry trees 
attracted good numbers of Dark-backed Sibia. 
The evergreen forest here is becoming degraded but we still found the birding excellent with mixed flocks 
including 3 species of minivet (Long-tailed, Short-billed and Scarlet), Little Pied Flycatcher, White-bellied Erpornis, 
Blue-winged Minla, White-browed Shrike Babbler, Golden and Grey-throated Babbler, Velvet-fronted Nuthatch, 
Yellow-cheeked Tit, Black-throated Sunbird, Chestnut-flanked and Japanese White-eyes, Black-hooded Orioles, 
Orange-bellied Leafbird, Ashy and Black Bulbuls. Forest streams held the usual Blue Whistling Thrush alongside a 
gorgeous pair of White-crowned Forktails. 
More elusive inhabitants included a single Silver-breasted Broadbill, a pair of Red-headed Trogons, Red-faced 
Liocichlas which belied their usually elusive habits by sitting out in the sun to preen, Radde’s Warbler in grassy 
clearings and the delightful ground-dwelling Puff-throated Babbler and diminutive Asian Stubtail. We all eventually 
enjoyed excellent views of Silver-eared Laughingthrush – our second member of the complex formally lumped as 
‘Chestnut-crowned’ Laughingthrush. 
Our main target in this area is always the near-endemic Burmese Yuhina but they appear to have become scarcer 
in recent years and are now difficult to see – nevertheless we persisted and were justly rewarded in the late 
afternoon when a delightful group of 3 birds appeared right above our heads and although elusive we enjoyed 
several good views as they moved around the area with the brownish-toned crown & ear coverts, grey flanks and 
neck-collar all clear differences from the closely related Whiskered Yuhina which we had seen regularly at Mount 
Victoria. 
 
Birding the next morning near to Kalaw town added Black-headed Greenfinch and Black-collared Starling. Making 
our way east towards Inle we made our first birding spot in a small agricultural area and before long were 
enjoying good views of a group of Collared Myna; a scarce and localized species which is much more easily found 
in Burma than in its remaining range of south west China or north east India. The area also produced a pair of 
Crested Buntings, the black and chestnut male with long crest being particularly dapper and further we made 
further stops; firstly for a fast-flying group of Fork-tailed (Pacific) Swifts then Grey-headed Lapwings in flight by 
the roadside.  
In the afternoon we made our way by boat onto the immense Lake Inle and at the northern end found many 
wintering wildfowl and other waterbirds. Lesser Whistling-Duck, Little Cormorant, Garganey and Coot were the 
most prevalent but we also saw good numbers of Indian Spot-billed Duck, Nothern Pintail, Northern Shoveler, 
Wigeon, Teal and Gadwall with smaller numbers of Cotton Pygmy Goose, Ferruginous Duck, Tufted Duck, Red-
crested Pochard, Ruddy Shelduck and Little Grebe. Other water-birds included the first Purple Heron for the tour, 
large numbers of Pheasant-tailed Jacana, Indian Swamphen, Black-winged Stilt, Wood Sandpipers and Citrine 
Wagtails among the abundant Eastern Yellow Wagtails, all feeding on the large floating mats of vegetation while a 
small group of Whiskered Terns fed low to the water, plucking insects from the surface. Both Western and Eastern 
Marsh Harriers quartered the area and causing frequent panic among the duck flocks and a single Heuglin’s Gull 
alongside the commoner Brown-headed Gulls.  
The undoubted highlight however was a quite superb male Baikal Teal which we located in the late afternoon, 
sporting a striking buff, green, white and black face pattern and allowing excellent scope views. 
In the evening as the sun began to set behind the nearby hills the Jerdon’s Bushchats came out to play in the 
reed-beds and we had great views of at least 6 males and a single female of this extremely localized species. 
We recorded 338 species in 13 days of birding including 4 which we heard only. 
 
 
 



 
 

Lake Inle at sunset, Burma     © Rob Hutchinson / Birdtour Asia 
  
Systematic Bird list 
 

    
 PODICIPEDIFORMES: Podicipedidae  

1 Little Grebe Tachybaptus ruficollis  
    
 PELECANIFORMES: Phalacrocoracidae  

2 Great Cormorant Phalacrocorax carbo  
3 Little Cormorant Phalacrocorax niger  

   
 CICONIIFORMES: Ardeidae  

4 Grey Heron Ardea cinerea  
5 Purple Heron Ardea purpurea  
6 Great Egret Ardea alba  
7 Intermediate Egret Egretta intermedia  
8 Little Egret Egretta garzetta  
9 Indian Pond-Heron Ardeola grayii  

 Chinese Pond-Heron Ardeola bacchus  
10 Cattle Egret Bubulcus ibis  
11 Black-crowned Night-Heron Nycticorax nycticorax  

   
 ANSERIFORMES: Anatidae  

12 Lesser Whistling-Duck Dendrocygna javanica  
13 Ruddy Shelduck Tadorna ferruginea  
14 Cotton Pygmy-goose Nettapus coromandelianus  
15 Eurasian Wigeon Anas penelope  
16 Gadwall Anas strepera  
17 Baikal Teal Anas formosa  
18 Eurasian Teal Anas crecca  
19 Spot-billed Duck Anas poecilorhyncha  
20 Northern Pintail Anas acuta  
21 Garganey Anas querquedula  
22 Northern Shoveler Anas clypeata  
23 Red-crested Pochard Netta rufina  



24 Ferruginous Pochard Aythya nyroca  
25 Tufted Duck Aythya fuligula  

   
 FALCONIFORMES: Accipitridae  

26 Oriental Honey-buzzard Pernis ptilorhynchus  
27 Black-shouldered Kite Elanus caeruleus  
28 Black Kite Milvus migrans  
29 Western Marsh-Harrier Circus aeruginosus  
30 Eastern Marsh-Harrier Circus spilonotus  
31 Pied Harrier Circus melanoleucos  
32 Crested Goshawk Accipiter trivirgatus  
33 Eurasian Sparrowhawk Accipiter nisus  
34 Northern Goshawk Accipiter gentilis  
35 White-eyed Buzzard Butastur teesa  
36 Eurasian Buzzard Buteo buteo  
37 Black Eagle Ictinaetus malayensis  
38 Changeable Hawk-Eagle Spizaetus cirrhatus  

   
 FALCONIFORMES: Falconidae  

39 Collared Falconet Microhierax caerulescens  
40 Eurasian Kestrel Falco tinnunculus  
41 Peregrine Falcon Falco peregrinus  

   
 GALLIFORMES: Phasianidae  

42 Chinese Francolin Francolinus pintadeanus  
43 Hill Partridge Arborophila torqueola Heard only 
44 Red Junglefowl Gallus gallus  
45 Kalij Pheasant Lophura leucomelanos  

   
 GRUIFORMES: Rallidae  

46 Ruddy-breasted Crake Porzana fusca  
47 Indian Swamphen Porphyrio poliocephalus  
48 Eurasian Coot Fulica atra  

   
 CHARADRIIFORMES: Jacanidae  

49 Pheasant-tailed Jacana Hydrophasianus chirurgus  
   
 CHARADRIIFORMES: Recurvirostridae  

50 Black-winged Stilt Himantopus himantopus  
   
 CHARADRIIFORMES: Glareolidae  

51 Small Pratincole Glareola lactea  
   
 CHARADRIIFORMES: Charadriidae  

52 River Lapwing Vanellus duvaucelii  
53 Gray-headed Lapwing Vanellus cinereus  
54 Little Ringed Plover Charadrius dubius  
55 Kentish Plover Charadrius alexandrinus  

   
 CHARADRIIFORMES: Scolopacidae  

56 Spotted Redshank Tringa erythropus  
57 Common Greenshank Tringa nebularia  
58 Green Sandpiper Tringa ochropus  
59 Wood Sandpiper Tringa glareola  
60 Common Sandpiper Actitis hypoleucos  
61 Temminck's Stint Calidris temminckii  

   
 CHARADRIIFORMES: Laridae  

62 Heuglin's Gull Larus heuglini  



63 Brown-headed Gull Larus brunnicephalus  
   
 CHARADRIIFORMES: Sternidae  

64 Whiskered Tern Chlidonias hybridus  
   
 COLUMBIFORMES: Columbidae  

65 Rock Pigeon Columba livia  
66 Ashy Wood-Pigeon Columba pulchricollis  
67 Oriental Turtle-Dove Streptopelia orientalis  
68 Eurasian Collared-Dove Streptopelia decaocto  
69 Red Collared-Dove Streptopelia tranquebarica  
70 Spotted Dove Streptopelia chinensis  
71 Yellow-footed Pigeon Treron phoenicoptera  
72 Wedge-tailed Pigeon Treron sphenura  
73 Mountain Imperial-Pigeon Ducula badia  

   
 PSITTACIFORMES: Psittacidae  

74 Alexandrine Parakeet Psittacula eupatria  
75 Gray-headed Parakeet Psittacula finschii  
76 Blossom-headed Parakeet Psittacula roseata  
77 Red-breasted Parakeet Psittacula alexandri  

   
 CUCULIFORMES: Cuculidae  

78 Green-billed Malkoha Phaenicophaeus tristis  
79 Greater Coucal Centropus sinensis  
80 Lesser Coucal Centropus bengalensis Heard only 

   
 STRIGIFORMES: Tytonidae  

81 Barn Owl Tyto alba Heard only 
   
 STRIGIFORMES: Strigidae  

82 Collared Owlet Glaucidium brodiei Heard only 
83 Asian Barred Owlet Glaucidium cuculoides  
84 Spotted Owlet Athene brama  

   
 CAPRIMULGIFORMES: Caprimulgidae  

85 Grey Nightjar Caprimulgus indicus  
   
 APODIFORMES: Apodidae  

86 Himalayan Swiftlet Aerodramus brevirostris  
87 Asian Palm-Swift Cypsiurus balasiensis  
88 Fork-tailed Swift Apus pacificus  
89 House Swift Apus nipalensis  

   
 APODIFORMES: Hemiprocnidae  

90 Crested Treeswift Hemiprocne coronata  
   
 TROGONIFORMES: Trogonidae  

91 Red-headed Trogon Harpactes erythrocephalus  
   
 CORACIIFORMES: Alcedinidae  

92 Common Kingfisher Alcedo atthis  
93 White-throated Kingfisher Halcyon smyrnensis  
94 Collared Kingfisher Todirhamphus chloris  
95 Pied Kingfisher Ceryle rudis  

   
 CORACIIFORMES: Meropidae  

96 Green Bee-eater Merops orientalis  
   



 CORACIIFORMES: Coraciidae  
97 Indian Roller Coracias benghalensis  

   
 CORACIIFORMES: Upupidae  

98 Hoopoe Upupa epops  
   
 PICIFORMES: Capitonidae  

99 Great Barbet Megalaima virens  
100 Lineated Barbet Megalaima lineata  
101 Golden-throated Barbet Megalaima franklinii  
102 Blue-throated Barbet Megalaima asiatica  
103 Coppersmith Barbet Megalaima haemacephala  

   
 PICIFORMES: Picidae  

104 Eurasian Wryneck Jynx torquilla  
105 Gray-capped Woodpecker Dendrocopos canicapillus  
106 Stripe-breasted Woodpecker Dendrocopos atratus  
107 Rufous-bellied Woodpecker Dendrocopos hyperythrus  
108 Darjeeling Woodpecker Dendrocopos darjellensis  
109 Crimson-breasted Woodpecker Dendrocopos cathpharius  
110 Great Spotted Woodpecker Dendrocopos major  
111 Lesser Yellownape Picus chlorolophus  
112 Gray-faced Woodpecker Picus canus  
113 Himalayan Flameback Dinopium shorii  
114 Greater Flameback Chrysocolaptes lucidus  
115 Bay Woodpecker Blythipicus pyrrhotis  

   
 PASSERIFORMES: Eurylaimidae  

116 Silver-breasted Broadbill Serilophus lunatus  
   
 PASSERIFORMES: Alaudidae  

117 Burmese Bushlark Mirafra microptera  
   
 PASSERIFORMES: Hirundinidae  

118 Sand Martin Riparia riparia  
119 Plain Martin Riparia paludicola  
120 Barn Swallow Hirundo rustica  
121 Pacific Swallow Hirundo tahitica  
122 Red-rumped Swallow Cecropis daurica  
123 Asian Martin Delichon dasypus  

   
 PASSERIFORMES: Motacillidae  

124 White Wagtail Motacilla alba  
  ssp. leucopsis  
  ssp. baicalensis  

125 Citrine Wagtail Motacilla citreola  
126 Yellow Wagtail Motacilla flava  
127 Grey Wagtail Motacilla cinerea  
128 Oriental Pipit Anthus rufulus  
129 Olive-backed Pipit Anthus hodgsoni  

   
 PASSERIFORMES: Campephagidae  

130 Large Cuckoo-shrike Coracina macei  
131 Black-winged Cuckoo-shrike Coracina melaschistos  
132 Rosy Minivet Pericrocotus roseus  
133 Small Minivet Pericrocotus cinnamomeus  
134 Jerdon's Minivet Pericrocotus erythropygius  
135 Long-tailed Minivet Pericrocotus ethologus  
136 Short-billed Minivet Pericrocotus brevirostris  



137 Scarlet Minivet Pericrocotus flammeus  
138 Gray-chinned Minivet Pericrocotus solaris  
139 Bar-winged Flycatcher-shrike Hemipus picatus  

   
 PASSERIFORMES: Pycnonotidae  

140 Crested Finchbill Spizixos canifrons  
141 Striated Bulbul Pycnonotus striatus  
142 Black-crested Bulbul Pycnonotus melanicterus  
143 Red-whiskered Bulbul Pycnonotus jocosus  
144 Brown-breasted Bulbul Pycnonotus xanthorrhous  
145 Red-vented Bulbul Pycnonotus cafer  
146 Sooty-headed Bulbul Pycnonotus aurigaster  
147 Flavescent Bulbul Pycnonotus flavescens  
148 Streak-eared Bulbul Pycnonotus blanfordi  
149 Ashy Bulbul Hemixos flavala  
150 Mountain Bulbul Ixos mcclellandii  
151 Black Bulbul Hypsipetes leucocephalus  

   
 PASSERIFORMES: Chloropseidae  

152 Golden-fronted Leafbird Chloropsis aurifrons  
153 Orange-bellied Leafbird Chloropsis hardwickii  

   
 PASSERIFORMES: Aegithinidae  

154 Common Iora Aegithina tiphia  
   
 PASSERIFORMES: Turdidae  

155 Chestnut-bellied Rock-Thrush Monticola rufiventris  
156 Blue Rock-Thrush Monticola solitarius  
157 Blue Whistling-Thrush Myophonus caeruleus  
158 Scaly Thrush Zoothera dauma  
159 Black-breasted Thrush Turdus dissimilis  
160 Gray-sided Thrush Turdus feae  
161 Eyebrowed Thrush Turdus obscurus  

   
 PASSERIFORMES: Cisticolidae  

162 Zitting Cisticola Cisticola juncidis  
163 Striated Prinia Prinia criniger  
164 Brown Prinia Prinia polychroa  
165 Hill Prinia Prinia atrogularis  
166 Rufescent Prinia Prinia rufescens  
167 Gray-breasted Prinia Prinia hodgsonii  
168 Yellow-bellied Prinia Prinia flaviventris Heard only 

   
 PASSERIFORMES: Sylviidae  

169 Chestnut-headed Tesia Tesia castaneocoronata  
170 Asian Stubtail Urosphena squameiceps  
171 Brownish-flanked Bush-Warbler Cettia fortipes  
172 Black-browed Reed-Warbler Acrocephalus bistrigiceps  
173 Thick-billed Warbler Acrocephalus aedon  
174 Common Tailorbird Orthotomus sutorius  
175 Dusky Warbler Phylloscopus fuscatus  
176 Tickell's Leaf-Warbler Phylloscopus affinis  
177 Buff-throated Warbler Phylloscopus subaffinis  
178 Radde's Warbler Phylloscopus schwarzi  
179 Buff-barred Warbler Phylloscopus pulcher  
180 Ashy-throated Warbler Phylloscopus maculipennis  
181 Yellow-browed Warbler Phylloscopus inornatus  
182 Hume's Warbler Phylloscopus humei  
183 Greenish Warbler Phylloscopus trochiloides  



184 Pale-legged Leaf-Warbler Phylloscopus tenellipes  
185 Blyth's Leaf-Warbler Phylloscopus reguloides  
186 White-tailed Leaf-Warbler Phylloscopus davisoni  
187 Gray-hooded Warbler Seicercus xanthoschistos  
188 Gray-crowned Warbler Seicercus tephrocephalus  
189 Whistler's Warbler Seicercus whistleri  
190 Bianchi's Warbler Seicercus valentini  
191 Chestnut-crowned Warbler Seicercus castaniceps  
192 Yellow-bellied Warbler Abroscopus superciliaris  
193 Broad-billed Warbler Tickellia hodgsoni  

   
 PASSERIFORMES: Muscicapidae  

194 Slaty-backed Flycatcher Ficedula hodgsonii  
195 Rufous-gorgeted Flycatcher Ficedula strophiata  
196 Red-throated Flycatcher Ficedula albicilla  
197 Little Pied Flycatcher Ficedula westermanni  
198 Verditer Flycatcher Eumyias thalassina  
199 Large Niltava Niltava grandis  
200 Rufous-bellied Niltava Niltava sundara  
201 Vivid Niltava Niltava vivida  
202 Pale Blue-Flycatcher Cyornis unicolor  
203 Blue-throated Flycatcher Cyornis rubeculoides  
204 Hill Blue-Flycatcher Cyornis banyumas  
205 Tickell's Blue-Flycatcher Cyornis tickelliae  
206 Gray-headed Canary-flycatcher Culicicapa ceylonensis  
207 Himalayan Red-flanked Bluetail Tarsiger rufilatus  
208 Oriental Magpie-Robin Copsychus saularis  
209 White-rumped Shama Copsychus malabaricus  
210 Daurian Redstart Phoenicurus auroreus  
211 Blue-fronted Redstart Phoenicurus frontalis  
212 White-tailed Robin Cinclidium leucurum  
213 Siberian Stonechat Saxicola maura  
214 White-crowned Forktail Enicurus leschenaulti  
215 White-tailed Stonechat Saxicola leucura  
216 Pied Bushchat Saxicola caprata  
217 Jerdon's Bushchat Saxicola jerdoni  
218 Gray Bushchat Saxicola ferrea  
219   

 PASSERIFORMES: Rhipiduridae  
 Yellow-bellied Fantail Rhipidura hypoxantha  

220 White-throated Fantail Rhipidura albicollis  
221 White-browed Fantail Rhipidura aureola  
222   

 PASSERIFORMES: Monarchidae  
 Black-naped Monarch Hypothymis azurea  

223   
 PASSERIFORMES: Timaliidae  
 White-crested Laughingthrush Garrulax leucolophus  

224 
Lesser Necklaced 
Laughingthrush Garrulax monileger  

225 White-browed Laughingthrush Garrulax sannio  
226 Striped Laughingthrush Garrulax virgatus  
227 Brown-capped Laughingthrush Garrulax austeni  
228 Blue-winged Laughingthrush Garrulax squamatus  
229 Assam Laughingthrush Garrulax chrysopterus  
230 Silver-eared Laughingthrush Garrulax melanostigma  
231 Red-faced Liocichla Liocichla phoenicea  
232 Puff-throated Babbler Pellorneum ruficeps  
233 Spot-breasted Scimitar-babbler Pomatorhinus mcclellandi  



234 Rusty-cheeked Scimitar-Babbler Pomatorhinus erythrogenys  
235 White-browed Scimitar-Babbler Pomatorhinus schisticeps  

236 
Streak-breasted Scimitar-
Babbler Pomatorhinus ruficollis  

237 Scaly-breasted Wren-Babbler Pnoepyga albiventer  
238 Chin Hills Wren-Babbler Spelaeornis oatesi  
239 Rufous-fronted Babbler Stachyris rufifrons  
240 Golden Babbler Stachyris chrysaea  
241 Gray-throated Babbler Stachyris nigriceps  
242 Striped Tit-Babbler Macronous gularis  
243 Yellow-eyed Babbler Chrysomma sinense  
244 White-throated Babbler Turdoides gularis  
245 Mt Victoria Babax Babax lanceolatus  
246 Silver-eared Mesia Leiothrix argentauris  
247 Black-headed Shrike-Babbler Pteruthius rufiventer  
248 White-browed Shrike-Babbler Pteruthius flaviscapis  
249 Green Shrike-Babbler Pteruthius xanthochlorus  
250 Black-eared Shrike-Babbler Pteruthius melanotis  

251 Rusty-fronted Barwing Actinodura egertoni  

252 Spectacled Barwing Actinodura ramsayi  
253 Streak-throated Barwing Actinodura waldeni  
254 Blue-winged Minla Minla cyanouroptera  
255 Chestnut-tailed Minla Minla strigula  
256 Red-tailed Minla Minla ignotincta  
257 Rufous-winged Fulvetta Alcippe castaneceps  
258 White-browed Fulvetta Alcippe vinipectus  
259 Rusty-capped Fulvetta Alcippe dubia  
260 Brown-cheeked Fulvetta Alcippe poioicephala  
261 Gray-cheeked Fulvetta Alcippe morrisonia  
262 Nepal Fulvetta Alcippe nipalensis  
263 Gray Sibia Heterophasia gracilis  
264 Black-backed Sibia Heterophasia melanoleuca  
265 Whiskered Yuhina Yuhina flavicollis  
266 Burmese Yuhina Yuhina humilis  
267 Stripe-throated Yuhina Yuhina gularis  
268 White-bellied Yuhina Yuhina zantholeuca  

   
 PASSERIFORMES: Paradoxornithidae  

269 Spot-breasted Parrotbill Paradoxornis guttaticollis  
270 Black-throated Parrotbill Paradoxornis nipalensis  

   
 PASSERIFORMES: Aegithalidae  

271 Black-throated Tit Aegithalos concinnus  
272 Black-browed Tit Aegithalos iouschistos  

   
 PASSERIFORMES: Paridae  

273 Black-bibbed Tit Poecile hypermelaena  
274 Great Tit Parus major  
275 Green-backed Tit Parus monticolus  
276 Yellow-cheeked Tit Parus spilonotus  
277 Yellow-browed Tit Sylviparus modestus  

   
 PASSERIFORMES: Sittidae  

278 Chestnut-vented Nuthatch Sitta nagaensis  
279 White-tailed Nuthatch Sitta himalayensis  
280 White-browed Nuthatch Sitta victoriae  
281 Velvet-fronted Nuthatch Sitta frontalis  

   
 PASSERIFORMES: Certhiidae  



282 Bar-tailed Treecreeper Certhia himalayana  
283 Brown-throated Treecreeper Certhia discolor  

   
 PASSERIFORMES: Nectariniidae  

284 Purple Sunbird Cinnyris asiaticus  
285 Olive-backed Sunbird Cinnyris jugularis  
286 Gould's Sunbird Aethopyga gouldiae  
287 Green-tailed Sunbird Aethopyga nipalensis  
288 Black-throated Sunbird Aethopyga saturata  
289 Fire-tailed Sunbird Aethopyga ignicauda  

   
 PASSERIFORMES: Dicaeidae  

290 Yellow-vented Flowerpecker Dicaeum chrysorrheum  
291 Yellow-bellied Flowerpecker Dicaeum melanoxanthum  
292 Fire-breasted Flowerpecker Dicaeum ignipectus  
293 Scarlet-backed Flowerpecker Dicaeum cruentatum  

   
 PASSERIFORMES: Zosteropidae  

294 Chestnut-flanked White-eye Zosterops erythropleurus  
295 Japanese White-eye Zosterops japonicus  

   
 PASSERIFORMES: Oriolidae  

296 Black-naped Oriole Oriolus chinensis  
297 Slender-billed Oriole Oriolus tenuirostris  
298 Black-hooded Oriole Oriolus xanthornus  
299 Maroon Oriole Oriolus traillii  

   
 PASSERIFORMES: Laniidae  

300 Brown Shrike Lanius cristatus  
301 Burmese Shrike Lanius collurioides  
302 Long-tailed Shrike Lanius schach  
303 Gray-backed Shrike Lanius tephronotus  

   
 PASSERIFORMES: Prionopidae  

304 Large Woodshrike Tephrodornis gularis  
   
 PASSERIFORMES: Dicruridae  

305 Black Drongo Dicrurus macrocercus  
306 Ashy Drongo Dicrurus leucophaeus  
307 Bronzed Drongo Dicrurus aeneus  
308 Lesser Racket-tailed Drongo Dicrurus remifer  
309 Hair-crested Drongo Dicrurus hottentottus  
310 Greater Racket-tailed Drongo Dicrurus paradiseus  

   
 PASSERIFORMES: Artamidae  

311 Ashy Woodswallow Artamus fuscus  
   
 PASSERIFORMES: Corvidae  

312 Eurasian Jay Garrulus glandarius  
313 Gold-billed Magpie Urocissa flavirostris  
314 Blue Magpie Urocissa erythrorhyncha  
315 Rufous Treepie Dendrocitta vagabunda  
316 Gray Treepie Dendrocitta formosae  
317 Hooded Treepie Crypsirina cucullata  
318 House Crow Corvus splendens  
319 Large-billed Crow Corvus macrorhynchos  

   
 PASSERIFORMES: Sturnidae  

320 Asian Glossy Starling Aplonis panayensis  



321 Common Hill Myna Gracula religiosa  
322 White-vented Myna Acridotheres grandis  
323 Jungle Myna Acridotheres fuscus  
324 Collared Myna Acridotheres albocinctus  
325 Common Myna Acridotheres tristis  
326 Vinous-breasted Starling Acridotheres burmannicus  
327 Black-collared Starling Gracupica nigricollis  

   
 PASSERIFORMES: Ploceidae  

328 Baya Weaver Ploceus philippinus  
   
 PASSERIFORMES: Estrildidae  

329 Red Avadavat Amandava amandava  
330 White-rumped Munia Lonchura striata  
331 Nutmeg Mannikin Lonchura punctulata  

   
 PASSERIFORMES: Emberizidae  

332 Crested Bunting Melophus lathami  
333 Little Bunting Emberiza pusilla  
334 Chestnut Bunting Emberiza rutila  

   
 PASSERIFORMES: Fringillidae  

335 Common Rosefinch Carpodacus erythrinus  
336 Black-headed Greenfinch Carduelis ambigua  
337 Spot-winged Grosbeak Mycerobas melanozanthos  

   
 PASSERIFORMES: Passeridae  

338 House Sparrow Passer domesticus  
339 Plain-backed Sparrow Passer flaveolus  
340 Eurasian Tree Sparrow Passer montanus  

    
 340 species recorded (335 seen, 5 heard only)  

 


	  

