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Wetar Ground Dove -
One of the highlights of our
fabulous Banda Sea cruise,
this and several other species
had been seen by less than a
handful of other birders prior

to our pioneering tour

2011 has been another fantastically successful year with 16 All of the standard tours were extremely successfu
tours covering our regignand the Philippines, Cambodia,| recording the usuaérray of stunning endemic kingfishers,
Lacs, Myanmar, Lesser SundasSumatra, Sulawesi and | Redo St £t A SR | Yy R's, &nd SraySnigkbirds )
Halmahera, Borneo and northeast India all featuring. including Giant Scops Owl on two of the touParticular

Alongside our regular tours we continued to break new highlights included Falcated Ground Babbler on all tour
ground with our epic Banda Sea Cruise which took in some fine views of themagnificent Philippine Edg at Mount

of the remotest parts of Indonesia and our intrepid group YA GF Yy 3t IR FYR AYLRNIFYy(dft e
became some of thert birders ever to see many of the, Peacock Pheasant continues to perforithis spectacular
special endemics of these islandd/e have also been busy, bird is getting old howeveand people wanting to enjoy
planning new tours and scouting new areas to ensure that these unique close views of a normally shy and skulkil
Birdtour Asia offer the most complete tour schedule in the species should definitelyisit soon! The most critical habitat
region. on the tour¢ the lowland rainforest at PICG# Mindanaog

The year kicked off with Rob leadiagseries oPhilippines continues to vanish and this area is nearing the end of i
tours, two extensive 3veek tours, a Zveeker and an birding realm but this yearit again gave exciting action,
SEOAGAYI wwSY230SQ (NRLI Ay 2 indudingSightidgs\aBobte Shatteded andEeledtials | &
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tour reports

Monarchs on all three tour$f course there were surprises

on each trip and these included exceptional views of

Bukidnon Woodcocfeeding on the trail at Mount Kitanglad
in January, two new birds for the Birdtour Asia Philippine
list in February; Tawngreasted Parrotfinch and
2 KAUGSKSI RQain Apdlwe linffafitashc daytfrie
views of Mantanani Scops Owl, a negaidemic small island
specialist

With an ever rising number of Philippine endemics

recognised, seeing thenajority of these would require
aSOSNI f  NA LBemdteyPRilipping§ioa maghs |
WOEGNBYSQ Aa watbkbtour wehiMBeaiih
of some of the very rarest of these. Most of the group wer
making their second, third or even fourthsiti to the
archipelagcand this allowed ug concentrate on the

» 1T

Our 11" tour overall to Cambodia produced our bestver
views of the critically endangered Giant Ibis, both feeding
in the daytime and duetting at dawn.

rarest targets inthe areas visited. We began on Mindanao
where the rarely visited Mount Apo produced the hoped for
D22R¥Stf26Qa Wdzy3tS cCfteol
surprise group of Mountain Seripefore we movedon to
the mountains of South Cotabatehere our main taget ¢
Mindanao MiniatureBabbler¢ was seen several timewith
Cryptic Flycatcherand White-eared Tailorbird as big
bonuses With Mount Halcon on Mindoro still out of
bounds, we substituted Mount Victorian Palawan into the
itinerary and it certainly I8 R dzLJ G2 GKS Y

D

I QK

SYRIFY3aSNBR 21 ftRSyQa | 2NYo/
the recently split Visayan Shama and Visayan Rhabdornis
Although our 2012 tours are already fully booked, there at
still a few places remaining on both our 2 andv8ek

standard toursin 2013and theWwSY 2GS t KA f
which will include a camping trip to Hamut in search
Whiskered Pitta, Zamboanga for the endemic BulbL
Mindanao Wattled Broadbill and Whieared Tailorbird,

lowland Mindoro searching for Blatiooded Coucal and
Mindoro Boobmk, Negros for Visayan Hornbill and Flame

NJergpled Babbler and finally Rajah Sikatuna NP on Bol

Wwherg yve hope to find Yellowreasted Tailorbird and
Visayan Wattled Broadbill.

Our fifth OBC fundraising triped by Jamesombined the
traditional destinaton of Cambodiawith the exciting

Taxonomic changes are coming thiekdfast at the
moment, formerly the widespread Blackthroated
ParrotbillQthis little gem isnow the nearendemic Buff
breasted Parrotbill of Myanmar!

addition of neighbouring Lacs which recently hit the
headlines with the_discovery of a species. new to scienc
Bab¥ | 0§’ 2.0t 6 uA DO ¢ witd ahduRe
became the firsbird-tour company to see it during a tour,
but Laes had even more to offer wh Sooty Babbler, Pale
KSIFRSR 222RLISO1SNE DNBSy /
all appreciated The weltrodden Cambodian part of the
tour was as birdy as ever with Giant and Whsteouldered
Lbis becoming more obliging as gach year pasisasks to

N‘E&rzsﬁbcse%ful%rot@cﬁom ﬁr%tboeyc a roost of 18

three day trek, with 30 river crossings, was hard work but

White-shouldered Ibis compared to just a couple of lon

greatly rewarded by fantastic views of the Palawan Striped birds on our first visit in 2005 says it,aihdwe can now

Babbler a species only seen by a handful of birde
previously On Tablas we enjoyed all the recent an
forthcoming splits includingthe spectacular lyrdailed

Tablas Drongo andWablas . dzf 0 §&Ari&éble Dwarf

Kingfisher took us more effort of get good views and it was

a lastgasp appearance by Tablas Boobook on tfieal
morning! Terrible weather on Panaprevented us from
visiting Sibaliwbut we did still battle on with our camping
expedition to Mount Madjeas where we found some very
soggy Panay Striped Babbleand the lower flank of the
central Panay mountains where several of the critically

expect duetting Giant Ibis on our first dawn outing, wheree
it took us over 3 days of iahse walking back then. A bagful
of owls (seven speciBswere foundwhile Bengal Floricans
continue to cling on in theemaining grasslands, ande
finished with Asian Golde Weaver and Mekong Wagtail.
Our 2013 OBC touwnith Frankwill againfeature Laos for
0KS W. I fROodz Q oOafoling Cdihbodialzdith
the added bonus of a recently reopened Bokor Nation
Park where we hope to find the jusboutendemic
Chestnutheaded Partridge, a species we have been unak
to search forsincekS LI NJ] aQ G SYLJ]2 NI N
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Quiality and quantity summed up our Norteast India tour

asalways¢ KAa YIFIfS 2FNRQa ¢Np3a2
sat fly-catching sideby-side and was duly rewarded with
the W. JofMtiR-i NActd@de

James remained i€ambodiafor a custom tour, combined
with a beautiful two-weeksaroundMyanmar. This proved a
great combination beginning in Bagarwhere the dry
landscapedotted with thousands ofspectacular temples of
produced Burmese Bushika Whitethroated Babbler,
WSNR2y Qa aAiyA@Siiwdhgdhlannegt@dd®R S R
T dzt € RIFeda (2
had cleaned up by 730am on our first mornirigie most
exciting action came in the mountains on the slopes of
Mount Victoria; Whitebrowed Nuthatch endemic to just
this and surrounding peaksChin Hills Wren Babbler,
Brown-capped and Striped Laughingthrushes, Burmese Tit
and Mount Victoria Babax all obligedas did a lasgasp
| 2R3a2y Qa4 CNER 3IY 2 diokght dvdzzhad
dipped The tour finished irthe easternShan state with
/ 2f I NBR ad&yl I WS phR afyherarely- dza
seenBurmese Yuhingompletinga brilliant, photo-packed
tour.

Those wishing to enjoy the delights of birding in Myanmar
can pin our 2012 tour which still has places available.
CambodiaMyanmar, a combination of both, or any of the
other destinations in the region are all available as custom
tours, contact us to discuss your ideal trip!

Frank and James led omortheast Indigtour which includes

the fabulousEaglenestwildlife Sanctuary and once again
produced our highest trip list of the yeavlore importantly

the total of 459included no less than 15 laughingthrushes,
11 galliforms, 15 woodpeckers, 29 warblers and 22 species
of raptor! Highlights arealwaystoo numerous to mention

on this tripbut headliners typically includka pair o2 | NR Q &

Trogon suddenly appearing out of the mijstBeautiful
Nuthatch at eyelevel 3 lastgasp Sikkim Wedgdilled
Babbles (just to show pesistence usually pays off, even if it
does get rather tedious!'and of course Bugun Liocichla
Exceptional highlights this year including displaying Bristled
Grassbirds hour long views of Tiger that wevitched

);antaéq’_c gaulé

aSI NODK F2NJ (K¢

during siesta time aKaziranga, and Y I £ S Tragbpani
in the middle of the roador all to seeat EaglenestDespite
those singular highlights, it is hard to beat the single dz
that produced male Himalayan Monal, confiding Solitar
Snipe, Blood Pheasants, Snow Partridges chased by
Goshawk, bush robins, rosefinches, 40 Tibetan Blackbir
Crested Kingfisher and a flock of male Grandala just fe
from us!

We are running two tours in 2012, and due to a recer
cancelation two places are available on our tour in mid
April, details of which aréere. Our 2013 tour still has a
limited number of spaces available.

After the disruption from the earthquake$§ichuanis now
back as a top birding destinatioa I Y R LJ2 & & A
favourite tour!) and this year was no exception with a

uding;13 gaflifgrms, 10;pgrrRiylls and 3

warbler speciesThis year the tour actually began in Shaan:
for apre-tour trip to see the enigmatic Crested lbis, addin
to the Birdtour Asia list before continuing with the
traditional Sichuan circuit where among the regular (bt
always spectacular) faraye maintained our 100% record
with Chinese Mona(including mats whirring overhead,

Good birds kept coming right until the end of the Sichuan
tour this year, with this rarelya SSy t SNBX 51
surprise find on the very last morning!

A pretour extension to Shaanxi produced the hopddr
Crestedlbis; numbers have increased from just seven birds
when rediscovered in 1981 to more than 700 today.

www.birdtourasia.com
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Perhaps the best of an amazing family, this Oriental Bay
Owl was extremely obliging during the custom touo
Sabah in JulyOur 2011 tours produced 50 species of ow
with an even higher total expected in 2012.

chasing one another)Blue Eared Pheasant,a fieryred

¢ SYYAyYy O] QactualNXishyidy 6 ysFirethroat

stunning looks at the littlknown Rufousheaded Robin
amid the wonderful backdrop of conifers, alpine meadows
and jagged, snowapped peaks at Jiuzhaigamd a regal
t SNE 5 Qokh R® dinal marhing. Speciahention

must also be made of the cute Red Panda logged for the
second conseciue year.

The 2012 Sichuan tour is already fully booked but there
still limited availabilityon this popular toufor 2013.

TwoBorneotours during the year comprised a custom tour
in July with Roband a scheduled tour in Novemberith
James Both gavebrilliant encounters with Bristlehead
2 KAGSKSI Rend the &liyAatio/Bornean Grouna
Cuckooalong with the highlysought after endemic pittgs
with Blueheaded and Blaekrowned on both, though a fine
Bluebanded Pitta in July was replaced by Bom&anded
Pitta sightingin November! In addition to the gredird
diversity including over 40 endemics on our tours, it is the
mammals that are often some of the stars of the show with
multiple sightings of Orangtan, Bornean Gibbon and
Proboscis Monkewn both tours plus an array of squirrel
rodents and other primates!

Borneo continues to be one of our most popular

S

destinatiors for both scheduled and custom tours, we stil
have limited availability on our 2013 scheduled tour, ©
contact us for information regarding custom tours.

WI Y SLéas®ei Sundagur again produced an impressive
71 Lesser Sunda endemid$ese islands affnally starting
to get onto the birding radar with such a large haul of
endemics on the five islands. Special mentions this ye
should go tothe Elegant Pittathat suddenly appeared
sitting and preening on a looping vine over the trail at th
end of a rather wet afternoona pair of Sumba Hornbill
giving a wonderful fhpast in the final early morning
sunshine on Sumba after we had struggled for good vjiew
our bestever views of the ultraskulking Blackbanded
Flycatchei(and we should mention Buffanded Bushbird in
this category as we got the firstver field photos of this,
2yS 2F LYR2ySaAl Qa K lanRI&asi
Monarch interrupting aur lunchbreak although as usual
the immense Komodo Dragoasd the snorkellingrovided
stiff competition as the tour highlightWhat is interesting
about this tour, is just how territorial species agdor the
last few years now we have had exceptiongws of some
of the regions hardest species; Chestbvacked and
Chestnutcapped Thrushes, Blatlanded Flycatcher,
Sumba Flycatcher, even Timor Black Pigeon in the v
same trees (even branchesfroving thatexperience and
knowing these territorieseally does make a big difference
to finding the specialitiem these areas.

Our 2012 tour to these increasingbccessible islands is
already fully booked but there are still places available on
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the 2013 tour. We are hoping to add a slight exgttwist
to our standard itinerary from 2012, stay tuned!
Remaining in Indonesia, James ledhart custom tour to | &
Sumatrg chasing just a handful of targets and succeeded jin
finding all 14 of these, of which Sumatran Trogon was the
most desiredg it took us 2 hours to find the first 3, and we
ultimately ended up with doubléigures along with both
endemic leafbirds, drongo, bulbytdus a couple of bonuses

in the form ofa showySumatran Frogmouth anglow-in-
the-dark Graceful PittaWe will beheading back to Sumatra
and Java in 2013 and although this tour is already full, we
do expectto run further tours soon.

Sulawesi and Halmahenaere as popular as ever and this is
fAGGES &dzNLINRAAS 6AGK GKS |
Ivory-breasted Rta, Maleo, Hylocitrea and Purpleearded y
Beeeater among the 36 Moluccan endemics and 89 species
endemic to the Sulawesi subregion which are frequently
SyO2dzy i SNBRd® ¢KS FANBRG 27F |i

One of the mostsought after species in the Lesser Sundas
is the Blackbanded Flycatcher, endemic to Timor.

A major bonus, well deserved after considerable effort,
was this Minahassa Masked Owl on the last evening of our
scheduledSulawesi and Halmaheraour. By far the most
difficult of the endemic owls to be found on the tour, and
only the third time Rob has seen the bird!

Purple Dollarbird is perhaps one of the greatest prizes on
Halmahera and although it is becoming rarer we still have
a superb record with finding this stunning bird

After a poor showing last year when there were very few,
Geomalia sightings throughout the year, they returned to
form this year, including three individuals ona custom
tour. The affinities of this speciesre still unclear and
although it is currently included in the thrushes, we
g2dzf RYyQl 0SS adz2NLINAaAaSR G2 Ja
future. A good insurance bird for familisters when they

go searching for the Hylocitrea!
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The obliging male Palawan
Peacock Pheasant continues to
strut his stuff at St. Paul’s,
providing unique opportunities
to get great views of this
otherwise shy and elusive
species. He is entering old age
though so anyone wishing to
take advantage should
definitely join a Philippines tour
sooner rather than later.

Among the other attractions of
our Philippines tours is Steere’s
Pitta (below), a species severely
threatened by clearance of

. lowland forest on Mindanao,
though we still managed to see
this and most other hoped-for
species at PICOP again this year
including both Short-crested
and Celestial Monarchs.

Among the many special night-birds we search for in the Philippines, the Philippine Frogmouth (above left) is perhaps the most bizarre.

Palawan Striped Babbler (bottom-right) was one of the highlights on the Remote Philippines, after a 3 day trip including 30 river crossings into the mountains
of Palawan. By doing so Markus Lagerqvist joined the elite group (along with Rob and Ben King) who have seen all of the endemic striped babblers.
Although the taxonomic position of Sula Pitta (bottom-left) is controversial, there is no doubt that it is one of the most stunning of the family and we will
certainly make sure to see it during our 2013 Remote Sulawesi tour.
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