
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
2011 has been another fantastically successful year with 16 
tours covering our region, and the Philippines, Cambodia, 
Laos, Myanmar, Lesser Sundas, Sumatra, Sulawesi and 
Halmahera, Borneo and northeast India all featuring. 
Alongside our regular tours we continued to break new 
ground with our epic Banda Sea Cruise which took in some 
of the remotest parts of Indonesia and our intrepid group 
became some of the first birders ever to see many of the 
special endemics of these islands.  We have also been busy 
planning new tours and scouting new areas to ensure that 
Birdtour Asia offer the most complete tour schedule in the 
region. 
The year kicked off with Rob leading a series of Philippines 
tours, two extensive 3-week tours, a 2-weeker and an 
ŜȄŎƛǘƛƴƎ ΨwŜƳƻǘŜΩ ǘǊƛǇ ƛƴǘƻ ǎƻƳŜ ǊŀǊŜƭȅ ǾƛǎƛǘŜŘ ŀǊŜŀǎΦ 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
All of the standard tours were extremely successful, 
recording the usual array of stunning endemic kingfishers, 
Red-ōŜƭƭƛŜŘ ŀƴŘ {ǘŜŜǊŜΩǎ tƛǘǘŀs, and many night-birds 
including Giant Scops Owl on two of the tours. Particular 
highlights included Falcated Ground Babbler on all tours, 
fine views of the magnificent Philippine Eagle at Mount 
YƛǘŀƴƎƭŀŘ ŀƴŘ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘƭȅ ǘƘŜ ΨƻƭŘ ŦŀƛǘƘŦǳƭΩ tŀƭŀǿŀƴ 
Peacock Pheasant continues to perform. This spectacular 
bird is getting old however and people wanting to enjoy 
these unique close views of a normally shy and skulking 
species should definitely visit soon! The most critical habitat 
on the tour ς the lowland rainforest at PICOP in Mindanao ς 
continues to vanish and this area is nearing the end of its 
birding realm, but this year it again gave exciting action, 
including sightings of both Short-crested and Celestial  
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
Monarchs on all three tours. Of course there were surprises 
on each trip and these included exceptional views of 
Bukidnon Woodcock feeding on the trail at Mount Kitanglad 
in January, two new birds for the Birdtour Asia Philippines 
list in February; Tawny-breasted Parrotfinch and 
²ƘƛǘŜƘŜŀŘΩǎ {ǿƛŦǘƭŜǘΣ ŀƴŘ in April we had fantastic daytime 
views of Mantanani Scops Owl, a near-endemic small island 
specialist. 
With an ever rising number of Philippine endemics 
recognised, seeing the majority of these would require 
ǎŜǾŜǊŀƭ ǘǊƛǇǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ΨRemote PhilippinesΩ (or maybe 
Ψ9ȄǘǊŜƳŜΩ ƛǎ ƳƻǊŜ ŀǇǇǊƻǇǊƛŀǘŜΗύ custom tour went in search 
of some of the very rarest of these. Most of the group were 
making their second, third or even fourth visit to the 
archipelago and this allowed us to concentrate on the  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Our 11th tour overall to Cambodia produced our best-ever 
views of the critically endangered Giant Ibis, both feeding 
in the daytime and duetting at dawn. 
  

rarest targets in the areas visited. We began on Mindanao 
where the rarely visited Mount Apo produced the hoped for 
DƻƻŘŦŜƭƭƻǿΩǎ WǳƴƎƭŜ CƭȅŎŀǘŎƘŜǊΣ .ŀƎƻōƻ .ŀōōƭŜǊ ŀƴŘ ŀ 
surprise group of Mountain Serin before we moved on to 
the mountains of South Cotabato where our main target ς 
Mindanao Miniature Babbler ς was seen several times, with 
Cryptic Flycatcher and White-eared Tailorbird as big 
bonuses. With Mount Halcon on Mindoro still out of 
bounds, we substituted Mount Victoria on Palawan into the 
itinerary and it certainly livŜŘ ǳǇ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ΨǊŜƳƻǘŜΩ ǘŀƎΦ ¢ƘŜ 
three day trek, with 30 river crossings, was hard work but 
greatly rewarded by fantastic views of the Palawan Striped 
Babbler, a species only seen by a handful of birders 
previously. On Tablas we enjoyed all the recent and 
forthcoming splits including the spectacular lyre-tailed 
Tablas Drongo and ΨTablas .ǳƭōǳƭΩ. Variable Dwarf 
Kingfisher took us more effort of get good views and it was 
a last-gasp appearance by Tablas Boobook on the final 
morning! Terrible weather on Panay prevented us from 
visiting Sibaliw but we did still battle on with our camping 
expedition to Mount Madja-as where we found some very 
soggy Panay Striped Babblers, and the lower flank of the 
central Panay mountains where several of the critically 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

ŜƴŘŀƴƎŜǊŜŘ ²ŀƭŘŜƴΩǎ IƻǊƴōƛƭƭΩǎ ǿŜǊŜ ǎŜŜƴ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ ǿƛǘƘ 
the recently split Visayan Shama and Visayan Rhabdornis. 
Although our 2012 tours are already fully booked, there are 
still a few places remaining on both our 2 and 3-week 
standard tours in 2013 and the ΨwŜƳƻǘŜ tƘƛƭƛǇǇƛƴŜǎΩ ǘƻǳǊ 
which will include a camping trip to Hamut in search of 
Whiskered Pitta, Zamboanga for the endemic Bulbul, 
Mindanao Wattled Broadbill and White-eared Tailorbird, 
lowland Mindoro searching for Black-hooded Coucal and 
Mindoro Boobook, Negros for Visayan Hornbill and Flame-
templed Babbler and finally Rajah Sikatuna NP on Bohol 
where we hope to find Yellow-breasted Tailorbird and 
Visayan Wattled Broadbill. 
Our fifth OBC fundraising trip, led by James combined the 
traditional destination of Cambodia with the exciting 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Taxonomic changes are coming thick-and-fast at the 
moment, formerly the widespread ΨBlack-throated 
ParrotbillΩ this little gem is now the near-endemic Buff-
breasted Parrotbill of Myanmar! 
 

addition of neighbouring Laos which recently hit the 
headlines with the discovery of a species new to science, 
the Bare-ŦŀŎŜŘ .ǳƭōǳƭΦ ¢ƘŜ Ψ.ŀƭŘōǳƭΩ ǇŜǊŦƻǊƳŜd well and we 
became the first bird-tour company to see it during a tour, 
but Laos had even more to offer with Sooty Babbler, Pale-
ƘŜŀŘŜŘ ²ƻƻŘǇŜŎƪŜǊΣ DǊŜŜƴ /ƻŎƘƻŀ ŀƴŘ WŜǊŘƻƴΩǎ .ǳǎƘŎƘŀǘ 
all appreciated. The well-trodden Cambodian part of the 
tour was as birdy as ever with Giant and White-shouldered 
Ibis becoming more obliging as each year passes thanks to 
their successful protection at Tmatboey ς a roost of 18 
White-shouldered Ibis compared to just a couple of lone 
birds on our first visit in 2005 says it all, and we can now 
expect duetting Giant Ibis on our first dawn outing, whereas 
it took us over 3 days of intense walking back then. A bagful 
of owls (seven species!) were found while Bengal Floricans 
continue to cling on in the remaining grasslands, and we 
finished with Asian Golden Weaver and Mekong Wagtail. 
Our 2013 OBC tour with Frank will again feature Laos for 
ǘƘŜ Ψ.ŀƭŘōǳƭΩ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ƻǳǊ ǳǎǳŀƭ ǘǊƛǇ around Cambodia with 
the added bonus of a recently reopened Bokor National 
Park where we hope to find the just-about-endemic 
Chestnut-headed Partridge, a species we have been unable 
to search for since tƘŜ ǇŀǊƪǎΩ ǘŜƳǇƻǊŀǊȅ ŎƭƻǎǳǊŜ ƛƴ нллуΦ 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Quality and quantity summed up our North-east India tour 
as always. ¢Ƙƛǎ ƳŀƭŜ ²ŀǊŘΩǎ ¢ǊƻƎƻƴ ǿŀǎ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘǿƻ ǇŀƛǊǎ 
sat fly-catching side-by-side and was duly rewarded with 
the Ψ.ƛǊŘ-of-the-ǘǊƛǇΩ accolade! 
 

James remained in Cambodia for a custom tour, combined 
with a beautiful two-weeks around Myanmar. This proved a 
great combination; beginning in Bagan where the dry 
landscape dotted with thousands of spectacular temples of 
produced Burmese Bushlark, White-throated Babbler, 
WŜǊŘƻƴΩǎ aƛƴƛǾŜǘ ŀƴŘ IƻƻŘŜŘ ¢ǊŜŜǇƛŜ, we had planned two 
Ŧǳƭƭ Řŀȅǎ ǘƻ ǎŜŀǊŎƘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜǎŜ ŜƴŘŜƳƛŎǎΣ ΨǳƴŦƻǊǘǳƴŀǘŜƭȅΩ ǿŜ 
had cleaned up by 730am on our first morning! The most 
exciting action came in the mountains on the slopes of 
Mount Victoria; White-browed Nuthatch, endemic to just 
this and surrounding peaks, Chin Hills Wren Babbler, 
Brown-capped and Striped Laughingthrushes, Burmese Tit 
and Mount Victoria Babax all obliged, as did a last-gasp 
IƻŘƎǎƻƴΩǎ CǊƻƎƳƻǳǘƘ Ƨǳǎǘ ǿƘŜƴ ǿŜ thought we had 
dipped. The tour finished in the eastern Shan state with 
/ƻƭƭŀǊŜŘ aȅƴŀΣ WŜǊŘƻƴΩǎ .ǳǎƘŎƘŀǘ ŀƴŘ a pair of the rarely-
seen Burmese Yuhina completing a brilliant, photo-packed 
tour. 
Those wishing to enjoy the delights of birding in Myanmar 
can join our 2012 tour which still has places available. 
Cambodia, Myanmar, a combination of both, or any of the 
other destinations in the region are all available as custom 
tours, contact us to discuss your ideal trip! 
 

Frank and James led our northeast India tour which includes 
the fabulous Eaglenest Wildlife Sanctuary, and once again 
produced our highest trip list of the year. More importantly 
the total of 459 included no less than 15 laughingthrushes, 
11 galliforms, 15 woodpeckers, 29 warblers and 22 species 
of raptor! Highlights are always too numerous to mention 
on this trip but headliners typically included a pair of ²ŀǊŘΩǎ 
Trogon suddenly appearing out of the mist, Beautiful 
Nuthatch at eye-level, 3 last-gasp Sikkim Wedge-billed 
Babblers (just to show persistence usually pays off, even if it 
does get rather tedious!) and of course Bugun Liocichla. 
Exceptional highlights this year including displaying Bristled 
Grassbirds,  hour long views of Tiger that we twitched  
 
 
 
 

 
 
during siesta time at Kaziranga, and ŀ ƳŀƭŜ .ƭȅǘƘΩǎ Tragopan 
in the middle of the road for all to see at Eaglenest! Despite 
those singular highlights, it is hard to beat the single day 
that produced male Himalayan Monal, confiding Solitary 
Snipe, Blood Pheasants, Snow Partridges chased by a 
Goshawk, bush robins, rosefinches, 40 Tibetan Blackbirds, 
Crested Kingfisher and a flock of male Grandala just feet 
from us! 
We are running two tours in 2012, and due to a recent 
cancelation, two places are available on our tour in mid-
April, details of which are here. Our 2013 tour still has a 
limited number of spaces available.  
 

After the disruption from the earthquakes, Sichuan is now 
back as a top birding destination όŀƴŘ Ǉƻǎǎƛōƭȅ WŀƳŜǎΩǎ 
favourite tour!) and this year was no exception with a 
fantastic haul including 13 galliforms, 10 parrotbills and 30 
warbler species. This year the tour actually began in Shaanxi 
for a pre-tour trip to see the enigmatic Crested Ibis, adding 
to the Birdtour Asia list before continuing with the 
traditional Sichuan circuit where among the regular (but 
always spectacular) fare, we maintained our 100% record 
with Chinese Monal (including males whirring overhead,  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Good birds kept coming right until the end of the Sichuan 
tour this year, with this rarely-ǎŜŜƴ tŜǊŜ 5ŀǾƛŘΩǎ hǿƭ ŀ 
surprise find on the very last morning! 
A pre-tour extension to Shaanxi produced the hoped-for 
Crested Ibis; numbers have increased from just seven birds 
when rediscovered in 1981 to more than 700 today. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.birdtourasia.com/arunachalpradesh2012.html


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Perhaps the best of an amazing family, this Oriental Bay 
Owl was extremely obliging during the custom tour to 
Sabah in July. Our 2011 tours produced 50 species of owl, 
with an even higher total expected in 2012. 
 

chasing one another), Blue Eared Pheasant, a fiery-red 
¢ŜƳƳƛƴŎƪΩǎ ¢ǊŀƎƻǇŀƴ actually displaying to us, Firethroat, 
stunning looks at the little-known Rufous-headed Robin 
amid the wonderful backdrop of conifers, alpine meadows 
and jagged, snow-capped peaks at Jiuzhaigou and a regal 
tŜǊŜ 5ŀǾƛŘΩǎ hǿƭ on our final morning. Special mention 
must also be made of the cute Red Panda logged for the 
second consecutive year. 
The 2012 Sichuan tour is already fully booked but there is 
still limited availability on this popular tour for 2013. 
 

Two Borneo tours during the year comprised a custom tour 
in July with Rob and a scheduled tour in November with 
James. Both gave brilliant encounters with Bristlehead, 
²ƘƛǘŜƘŜŀŘΩǎ ¢ǊƻƎƻƴ and the enigmatic Bornean Ground 
Cuckoo along with the highly-sought after endemic pittas; 
with Blue-headed and Black-crowned on both, though a fine 
Blue-banded Pitta in July was replaced by Bornean Banded 
Pitta sighting in November! In addition to the great bird 
diversity including over 40 endemics on our tours, it is the 
mammals that are often some of the stars of the show with 
multiple sightings of Orang-utan, Bornean Gibbon and 
Proboscis Monkey on both tours plus an array of squirrels, 
rodents and other primates! 
Borneo continues to be one of our most popular  
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
destinations for both scheduled and custom tours, we still 
have limited availability on our 2013 scheduled tour, or 
contact us for information regarding custom tours. 
 

WŀƳŜǎΩǎ Lesser Sundas tour again produced an impressive 
71 Lesser Sunda endemics. These islands are finally starting 
to get onto the birding radar with such a large haul of 
endemics on the five islands. Special mentions this year 
should go to the Elegant Pitta that suddenly appeared 
sitting and preening on a looping vine over the trail at the 
end of a rather wet afternoon, a pair of Sumba Hornbill 
giving a wonderful fly-past in the final early morning 
sunshine on Sumba after we had struggled for good views, 
our best-ever views of the ultra-skulking Black-banded 
Flycatcher (and we should mention Buff-banded Bushbird in 
this category as we got the first-ever field photos of this, 
ƻƴŜ ƻŦ LƴŘƻƴŜǎƛŀΩǎ ƘŀǊŘŜǎǘ ōƛǊŘǎ ǘƻ ŀŎǘǳŀƭƭȅ ǎŜŜΗύΣ and Flores 
Monarch interrupting our lunch-break, although as usual 
the immense Komodo Dragons and the snorkelling provided 
stiff competition as the tour highlight! What is interesting 
about this tour, is just how territorial species are ς for the 
last few years now we have had exceptional views of some 
of the regions hardest species; Chestnut-backed and 
Chestnut-capped Thrushes, Black-banded Flycatcher, 
Sumba Flycatcher, even Timor Black Pigeon in the very 
same trees (even branches!), proving that experience and 
knowing these territories really does make a big difference 
to finding the specialities in these areas. 
Our 2012 tour to these increasingly accessible islands is 
already fully booked but there are still places available on  
 
 
 



 
 
 

the 2013 tour. We are hoping to add a slight exciting twist 
to our standard itinerary from 2012, stay tuned! 
Remaining in Indonesia, James led a short custom tour to 
Sumatra, chasing just a handful of targets and succeeded in 
finding all 14 of these, of which Sumatran Trogon was the 
most desired ς it took us 2 hours to find the first 3, and we 
ultimately ended up with double-figures, along with both 
endemic leafbirds, drongo, bulbuls plus a couple of bonuses 
in the form of a showy Sumatran Frogmouth and glow-in-
the-dark Graceful Pitta! We will be heading back to Sumatra 
and Java in 2013 and although this tour is already full, we 
do expect to run further tours soon. 
 

Sulawesi and Halmahera were as popular as ever and this is 
ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ǎǳǊǇǊƛǎŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ƭƛƪŜǎ ƻŦ ²ŀƭƭŀŎŜΩǎ {ǘŀƴŘŀǊŘǿƛƴƎΣ 
Ivory-breasted Pitta, Maleo, Hylocitrea and Purple-bearded 
Bee-eater among the 36 Moluccan endemics and 89 species 
endemic to the Sulawesi subregion which are frequently 
ŜƴŎƻǳƴǘŜǊŜŘΦ ¢ƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ǘƻǳǊǎ ǿŀǎ ŀ ŎǳǎǘƻƳ  
 

One of the most-sought after species in the Lesser Sundas 
is the Black-banded Flycatcher, endemic to Timor. 
 

A major bonus, well deserved after considerable effort, 
was this Minahassa Masked Owl on the last evening of our 
scheduled Sulawesi  and Halmahera tour. By far the most 
difficult of the endemic owls to be found on the tour, and 
only the third time Rob has seen the bird! 
 

Purple Dollarbird is perhaps one of the greatest prizes on 
Halmahera and although it is becoming rarer we still have 
a superb record with finding this stunning bird. 
 

After a poor showing last year when there were very few 
Geomalia sightings throughout the year, they returned to 
form this year, including three individuals on a custom 
tour. The affinities of this species are still unclear and 
although it is currently included in the thrushes, we 
ǿƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ōŜ ǎǳǊǇǊƛǎŜŘ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ ƛǘ ƛƴ ƛǘǎ ƻǿƴ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 
future. A good insurance bird for family-listers when they 
go searching for the Hylocitrea! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


