P birdcourASIA

The Philippines

2 week Custom Tour (Mindanao, Palawan and Luzon)
30" March — 11" April 2008

Leader: Rob Hutchinson

Participants: Gerard Ouweneel, Adrie van der Heiden, Adriaan Dijksen,
Rob Burgmans, Gert Huijzers and Bart Huijzers

Philippine Frogmouth, Mount Kitanglad, Mindanao © Rob Hutchinson/Birdtour Asia

Our two-week trip around the main Philippine islands of Mindanao, Palawan and Luzon gave a great
snap-shot of the unique bird life in this biodiversity melting pot.

The magnificent Philippine Monkey-eating Eagle was the most anticipated bird of the tour and we were not
disappointed by our views of a magnificent pair in the picturesque mountains of Mindanao — soaring, perched
and even carrying its meal of Philippine Flying Lemur out across the valley.

More than 220 endemic species have evolved on these islands — an exceptional total for such a small
archipelago — and we recorded more than half during this tour including many of the most spectacular. We
recorded two members of the endemic rhabdornis family — an important target for listers of bird families,
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beautiful views of three species of racquet-tail parrots, 13 kingfishers including a stunning Philippine Dwarf
Kingfisher, picture book views of Red-bellied, Hooded and Steere’s Pitta, and other special birds such as
displaying Bukidnon Woodcock, Philippine Frogmouth, Philippine Cockatoo and the stunning Palawan
Peacock Pheasant.

All participants took the opportunity for a few days of acclimatization at Los Banos prior to the tour and
some relaxed birding on nearby Mount Makiling during this time produced some nice sightings including
wintering Ashy Minivet, Stripe-headed Rhabdornis, Colasisi, Philippine Fairy Bluebird and both endemic
Malkoha’s — the bizarre Red-crested and spectacular Scale-feathered.

On our first morning of the tour proper we flew early to Cagayan de Oro in north Mindanao and after
breakfast overlooking the glassy waters of Cagayan Bay where we saw a fly-by Osprey, we continued
south driving as far as Damitan Village in the foothills of the Kitanglad Mountain range. In the fine sunny
weather we could already see the forested mountains close by, home to the national bird of the Philippines,
the magnificent Philippine Eagle. A walk up through the pineapple and other mixed agricultural fields
delivered our first of several commoner species including Coppersmith Barbet, Colasisi, smart nasutus
Long-tailed Shrikes and Striated Grassbirds before we arrived at our rustic camp, idyllically situated in a
grassy clearing with forest patches and giant bamboo all around. After lunch we spent a relaxing afternoon
walking through the clearings and forest patches above the Lodge. A pair of Philippine falconets was seen
distantly as were a group of Stripe-breasted Rhabdornis in a distant treetop which were joined by a smart
McGregor’s Cuckoo-shrike.

Apo Sunbird (left) and Red-eared Parrotfinch (right) — Mount Kitanglad, Mindanao

We eventually located a calling Rusty-breasted Cuckoo for nice views but a Philippine Hawk Cuckoo was
less obliging with flight views the best we could muster. One particularly productive group of trees gave us
several Elegant Tits, Mountain Verditer Flycatcher, Philippine Pygmy Woodpecker, Black-and-cinnamon
Fantail and Sulphur-billed Nuthatch. Other new endemics were a single Black-masked White-eye, Grey-
hooded Sunbird and Olive-capped Flowerpecker — all restricted to mountains in Mindanao — and on the way
back down to the lodge Mindanao Hornbills obligingly yapped from the tree tops for excellent scope views.
As dusk approached a Philippine Nightjar showed on an open branch next to the clearing and a short while
later as graceful Great Eared Nightjars swooped overhead, a distinctive rattled called saw us scanning the
sky for roding Bukidnon Woodcocks. They gave several brief views before passing right over our position,
at just a few meters above head height and perfectly captured in the spotlight.

The following day we were again greeted at dawn by the roding woodcocks and after a substantial
breakfast we set off up the mountain in eager anticipation. Our first stop was in an area of sunflowers and
other wild flowers, a favoured feeding spot for the otherwise shy Red-eared Parrotfinch and we were lucky
to enjoy great views of one sitting out in the early morning sunshire as he munched on seed heads.
Continuing onwards we added Rufous-headed Tailorbird, Mindanao Drongo and Mountain Leaf Warbler.
Before mid-morning we arrived at an ideal viewpoint with wide open views across a forested valley, with
the magnificent Kitanglad mountains as a backdrop. As we scanned, Philippine Serpent Eagle and



Changeable Hawk-Eagle and philippensis Oriental Honey Buzzard were the first raptors on show before the
cry of “EAGLE!” went up and we all quickly spotted the bird — a huge Philippine Eagle — soaring around the
hillsides opposite. It soon perched again and over the next hour we were able to savour this magnificent
bird as it perched and soared before being joined by a second bird. Our time here also produced our first
distant views of Apo Myna but as we climbed higher we enjoyed much closer views of those bizarre Apo
Myna’s with their wacky filamentous hairstyles, Brown Tit Babbler, Yellow-bellied Whistler, Philippine
Cuckoo Dove, a shy Yellow-breasted Fruit Dove, and at our highest point a pair of Apo Sunbirds gave nice
views as they came close overhead.

Philippine Nightjar family, Mount Kitanglad, Mindanao © Rob Hutchinson/Birdtour Asia

Philippine Nightjar, at night (left) family group at day roost (right), Mount Kitanglad, Mindanao



At one stop and thanks to our sharp-eyed local guide Carlito, we were privileged to see a Philippine
Nightjar complete with two cute fluffy juveniles roosting near the trail which proved extremely photogenic
and a group of three Mindanao Montane Racquet-tails screeching overhead while watching the nightjars
was a big bonus. A few Short-tailed Glossy Starlings and even a wintering Mugimaki Flycatcher provided
further excitement and a group of Black-masked White-eyes gave nice views of this sometimes difficult
species to complete a successful day before rain closed in during the late afternoon.

We started walking early the next morning and our first bird was an elusive Long-tailed Ground Warbler
which sang as it circled us but was very hard to view even when it sneaked across the trail nearby! We
tried several spots in the hope of finding a Blue-capped Wood-Kingfisher before one was spotted flying up
silently into a nearby tree and we gradually found better and better viewing points until finally it could be
watched unobscured. Continuing on again to higher elevations we again found calling White-cheeked
Bullfinches but only saw them flying overhead.

Other new birds added during the day were White-eared Brown Dove, a diminutive Violet Cuckoo and we
also had further excellent views of Apo Myna, several Mindanao Montane Racquet-tails and our best views
of McGregor’s Cuckoo-shrike.

We again had good spotlight views of two Bukidnon Woodcocks at dusk and in the evening when most
were already sleeping a Philippine Frogmouth was found along a nearby trail and amazingly it stayed long
enough for those who wished to be risen from their sleep and dress in plenty of time to enjoy the bird as it
sat, perfectly captured in the spotlight at just a few meters range. A perfect belated end to the day.

The next day we managed a little early morning birding near the camp before retracing our steps to
Damitan and making the long drive around the north coast of Mindanao then south again, arriving after
dark at Bislig town on the east coast.

We left early the next morning heading for the logging concession of PICOP, still the most accessible place
to search for Mindanao’s very special inhabitants. A stop for Little Slaty Flycatcher produced a calling bird
but no view prior to a heavy rain shower although Philippine Green Pigeon and Black-naped Oriole were
new.

Blue-capped Wood Kingfisher (left) and Philippine Frogmouth (right), Mount Kitanglad,
Mindanao
© Rob Hutchinson/Birdtour Asia © Tour Participant Bart Huijzers

As we headed into the forest rain was falling but almost immediately we heard a calling Mindanao
Bleeding-heart. We tried hard to get close but it slipped away unseen as the rain increased. The rest of the
morning continued wet with frequent showers but this turned out to be a blessing as bird activity was high
and we encountered several exciting feeding flocks. Core species such as Blue Fantail, Rufous Paradise
Flycatcher, Yellow-bellied Whistler, Rusty-crowned Babbler and Mindanao Drongo were conspicuous but we



also found Mindanao Pygmy Babblers, Philippine Leaf Warbler, Rufous-fronted Tailorbird, Olive-backed
Flowerpecker, smart Short-crested Monarchs and a Rufous-tailed Jungle Flycatcher. Star prize however
went to a pair of Celestial Monarchs — one of the Philippines most desirable endemics and one which has
become increasingly difficult to see this year as deforestation at PICOP continues apace. We enjoyed nice
views and were even privileged indeed to witness the male excitedly extending his powder blue crest.
Other highlights were a single female Philippine Trogon, a smart Steere’s (Azure-breasted) Pitta which
eventually showed well to all and a Philippine Leafbird singing from tall trees in a forest clearing.

We spent lunch time and the early afternoon at a large clearing in the forest which proved very productive
and here we had our first brief views of Black-faced Coucal, another Philippine Trogon, an obliging Writhed
Hornbill and a fine family group of Rufous Hornbills. A flyover Steere’s Honey Buzzard, Philippine Serpent
Eagle and two Philippine Hawk Eagles completed a good raptor line up alongside a single Crested Goshawk
during the morning and several charming Philippine Falconets. Also in the sky were Philippine Needletails
and the forest edge added Handsome Sunbird, Violet Cuckoo, Yellowish Bulbul and Philippine Oriole.

An opportunistic stop in the late afternoon completed the day in style with Black-chinned Fruit-Dove,
Amethyst Brown-Dove and mega views of Blue-crowned Racquet-tails drawn in by fruiting trees and an
unusually cooperative Black-headed Tailorbird which came right into the open in a nearby tree.

Further along the road two distant Black-and-white Triller were found, completing an excellent first day in
the lowland forests of Mindanao.

Philippine Dwarf Kingfisher (left) and Silvery Kingfisher (right) — PICOP, Mindanao

The next day we followed a similar routine but began with some pre-dawn night-birding which produced a
Mindanao Boobook calling in the spotlight but a Chocolate Boobook was less obliging and we only saw him
flying past in the light before resuming calling but never came close again.

Another morning search for the elusive Little Slaty Flycatcher was a little more successful with a few short
views and calling Rufous-lored Kingfisher and Philippine Drongo Cuckoo were seen briefly. As we drove
along the vehicle was soon stopped for us to enjoy a group of our first Bar-bellied Cuckooshrikes which
gave good scope views unlike the accompanying Black-bibbed Cuckooshrikes.

Almost the first bird we saw upon entering the forest was a Red-bellied Pitta which although elusive was
seen nicely by all. Thereafter our forest walk was much quieter than the previous day with no sign of the
exciting feeding flocks but we did tape in an Amethyst Brown-Dove for good scope views and the Steere’s
Pitta was seen again. One small feeding flock held Metallic-winged Sunbird which was new.

Our lunch break at a different forest clearing gave close Steere’s Honey Buzzard, three Chinese and one
Crested Goshawk. We again saw Philippine Needletail and had good looks at two fly-by Writhed Hornbills,
and two very distant Pygmy Flowerpeckers.



The afternoon was a welcome change of scenery with a stop at a roadside pool produced stunning Silvery
Kingfishers and then the final hours were spent on the disused airfield near Bislig. A tramp around the
short grassland here produced the hoped for Blue-breasted Quail and by using the jeepney roof as a
mobile hide to view the adjacent marshes we found Philippine Duck, Wandering Whistling-Duck, Cinnamon,
Yellow and Black Bitterns, Watercock and Swinhoe’s Snipe.

A single Rufous-necked Stint and 3 Kentish Plover found the runway an ideal high tide roost spot.

We also added Pink-necked Green Pigeons, Oriental Reed Warblers, Golden-headed Cisticola, Zitting
Cisticola, Pied Bushchat, Lesser Coucal and Plaintive Cuckoo.

As dusk approached we scored two impressive Eastern Grass Owls quartering the grasslands.

Chinese Egret — Puerto Princessa, Palawan Malaysian Plover — St. Pauls NP, Palawan

We headed further into the concession the next morning and birded along one of the less disturbed logging
tracks which still retains much nice forest in the vicinity. An elusive pair of Streaked Ground Babblers
called excitedly but gave only glimpses as they skittered through the undergrowth. A distant Philippine
Drongo Cuckoo sang from a high snag and we added colourful Scarlet Minivets, Handsome Sunbird and
Naked-faced Spiderhunter to our tally. A small feeding flock did contain Mindanao Pygmy Babblers and we
had better looks at Everett’s white-eyes.

A sharp high pitched called drew attention to a flash of colour as a Philippine Dwarf Kingfisher zoomed
overhead. Fortunately after a short wait the bird returned and eventually gave stunning views as it sat
nearby for a prolonged time but sadly a calling Mindanao Bleeding-heart at the same stop couldn’t be
tempted closer.

Our lunchtime rest was accompanied by Oriental Honey Buzzard, Crested Goshawk, Philippine Hawk Eagle
and Philippine Serpent Eagle. We all finally enjoyed nice views of Yellow-wattled Bulbul which had teased
us in previous days with continual calling but only brief glimpses, this time they performed brilliantly, even
displaying to one another with crests raised and white-tipped tails spread and waved madly. Mindanao and
Writhed Hornbills were again on show and as we started to drive away a big surprise in the midday heat
was a Barred Rail parading in full view in the road!

In the evening we again returned to the disused airfield at Bislig where we again enjoyed great views of
the bitterns and ducks but a male Watercock gave improved views and White-browed Crakes on a marshy
pond were new. Other birds new from the previous day were a single Asian Golden Plover and a smart
Little Ringed Plover of the resident race dubius (a potential split with its distinctive features and call?).
Towards dusk we positioned ourselves closer to the flyway of the Grass Owl and had much closer views
than the previous evening. We finished with a Philippine Nightjar feeding over the runway as we left at
dusk.

On our final morning we again headed out pre-dawn but could not find Chocolate Boobooks on this
occasion. A fine Philippine Frogmouth did oblige and was worthy compensation. Shortly after dawn a
Philippine Drongo Cuckoo and Greater Flameback gave nice views and a vocal Rufous-lored Kingfisher
posed in the scope. The remainder of the morning produced further nice perched views of Blue-crowned
Racquet-tail, stunning Black-chinned Fruit-Dove, Black-and-White Trillers, a Barred Rail again obligingly
feeding on the roadside and our best views yet of the stunning Black-faced Coucal before we headed back



to Bislig for a long American breakfast. In the afternoon we drove south to Davao and were pleasantly
surprised when our flight back to Manila was right on time.

The next morning we flew out to Puerto Princessa on Palawan and quickly appreciated the rather more
relaxed and tropical atmosphere as compared to Manila. Our first stop was the nearby foreshore and
mangroves but we were a little unfortunate to arrive at high tide when the vast majority of birds had been
forced away. Fortunately our main target was seen present with several Chinese Egrets roosting on the
posts offshore and with searching we also located Grey Plover, Greater Sand-Plover, Whimbrel and Grey-
tailed Tattler roosting in the mangroves and Rufous-tailed Tailorbirds, Pied Fantail and Oriental Reed
Warbler. Immense Stork-billed Kingfishers were well appreciated as they sat in dead trees.

With longer than usual to explore the nearby scrub we found some big bonuses in the form of obliging Blue
Paradise Flycatchers (our first Palawan endemic), colourful Hooded Pitta and a lone Chestnut-cheeked
Starling — an uncommon wintering bird in the Philippines.

After an excellent lunch in the town we continued on our way towards Sabang. Our first stop along the way
was in an area of mature mangroves where we quickly enjoyed views of Little Spiderhunter, Purple-
throated Sunbird and Copper-throated Sunbird. Later in the journey we enjoyed a fine breeding plumaged
Chinese Pond Heron before making several stops along the road, walking along the more interesting
sections and this proved highly worthwhile as we added Palawan Flowerpecker, Palawan Drongo, Yellow-
throated Leafbird and Sulphur-bellied Bulbul to our endemic tally and also Thick-billed Green-Pigeons,
Asian Fairy Bluebird, Asian Drongo Cuckoo, Common Flameback and a fly-over Oriental Hobby. Our last
stop was the most productive as we found three of the most difficult Palawan endemics in quick succession
— firstly an obliging pair of Palawan Tits were tracked down by their distinctive calls, then as we enjoyed
these a Blue-headed Racquet-tails screeched as it flew overhead and finally a single Palawan Hornbill was
spotted by Rob B. in trees on the nearby limestone cliff and gave prolonged scope views for all. Fiery
Minivet and Black-headed Bulbul were also added. Shortly after we arrived a Large-tailed Nightjar was
spotted perched on the fence posts of the rice fields next to the lodge and the intrepid even braved the wet
rice fields to get some nice photos.

The next morning we took an outrigger boat out along the coast just after dawn and soaked in the breath-
taking scenery of St. Pauls National Park with unbroken forest stretching from the highest hill tops down to
the white sandy beaches and spectacular limestone rock formations.

Our first stop was the ranger station at the famous ‘Underground River’ and we arrived just as the sun hit,
creating a hive of activity. A Ruddy Kingfisher was calling strongly as we arrived and we wasted no time in
getting this stunning, and often elusive, forest Kingfisher into view. More birds followed in quick
succession; Bold-striped Tit Babbler were new, Rufous-backed Kingfishers shot through the forest like red
bullets, Blue-headed Racquet-tails gave superb scope views perched in a bare trees with delicate spoon-
tipped racquets on show and we couldn’t resist teasing another Hooded Pitta into view for stunning views.
A charming group of Ashy-headed Babblers appeared close by but these were immediately ignored as soon
as the star of the show was spotted — the male Palawan Peacock Pheasant was strutting his spectacular
costume in the undergrowth nearby and we all watched mesmerized as this stunner come to point blank
range. Having had our fill of the peacock pheasant all finally had good views of Tabon Scrubfowls
scratching in the leaf litter and a particularly confiding White-vented Shama before it was time to move on
to our next stop. Boarding the boats again we headed back along the coast with particularly close views of
four dark morph Pacific Reef Egrets roosting on offshore rocks. Our next stop was the Central Park Station
where we were greeted by a singing Shelley’s Sunbird which gave great views. We had no joy finding
Falcated Ground Babblers but did find some exciting fruiting trees with Yellow-throated Leafbirds, Asian
Fairy Bluebirds and impressive Blue-naped Parrots. Making our way on foot across the next headland was
profitable with excellent looks at Palawan Blue Flycatchers and as we reached the next white sandy beach
a pair of Malaysian Plovers gave perfect views.

The waiting vans with air-conditioning and cold drinks were most welcome as we were whisked back to the
lodge. Our rest time at lunch also produced excitement with a fortunate White-breasted Waterhen rescued
from a snare in the nearby fields and great views of Painted Snipe, including a stunning female. A stunning
Chestnut-breasted Malkoha in trees next to the Lodge produced a minor ‘twitch’.

In the afternoon we headed back towards Puerto Princessa stopping long enough to get great views of a
group of Ashy-headed Babblers bouncing around excitedly in the undergrowth nearby. In a late addition to
the itinerary we stopped in Honda Bay and took a fishing boat out to a distant tropical island where a late
afternoon walk produced many Pied Imperial Pigeons, an impressive Great-billed Heron feeding on the
mudflats and a Great Crested Tern offshore. As dusk fell our main target became vocal and soon after we
were watching a smart Mantanani Scops-Owl in the spotlight — a small island species which is justly
regarded as a Philippine specialty being difficult to find on the small islands off Borneo where it also occurs.
The next morning started early and we reached our rather unconventional birding destination — Iwahig
Penal Colony — just as the sun was rising. We started on the challenging Balsahan Trail, this habitat is



perfect for the remaining Palawan endemics and we did well. It wasn’t long before we heard the quiet song
of a Palawan Flycatcher and were fortunately that this individual betrayed its usually elusive nature and
gave repeated close views. Further along the trail we finally got views of Melodious Babblers although
everyone seemed rather underwhelmed by these drab birds after investing so much time to see them!
Much more impressive were the group of immense Great Slaty Woodpeckers then gorgeous Eastern Hill
Myna. As the bird activity dropped in the heat we headed for the nearby rice fields where birds were still
conspicuous and we indulged in Long-toed Stints, Rufous-necked Stints and summer plumaged Whiskered
Terns among others while Crested Serpent Eagles circled lazily overhead.

It was then time to head south to the small seaside town of Narra with a fine buffet awaiting us. After a
short rest in the heat of the afternoon we headed to the harbour, boarding our large boat and set of for an
enjoyable afternoon cruising around Rasa Island offshore. Rasa Island is a stronghold for the endangered
Philippine Cockatoo and we enjoyed prolonged views of these but also a nice perched Peregrine Falcon of
the dark resident race ernesti, an Osprey and a Great-billed Heron lumbering past.

Palawan Hornbill — St Pauls NP, Palawan Philippine Scops Owl — Mount Makiling, Luzon
© Rob Hutchinson/Birdtour © Tour Participant Gert Huijzers

The next morning we skipped our intended birding spot having already enjoyed great views of Palawan
Flycatcher and instead spent some more time at the Iwahig rice fields which were again very productive.
Long-toed and Rufous-necked Stints were seen in even greater numbers than the previous day and we
also added to our tally with Little Ringed Plover, Lesser Sand Plover, Ruff, a smart breeding plumaged
Sharp-tailed Sandpiper and best of all a stray Temminck’s Stint (maybe one of the two birds seen during
our February tour). White-browed Crake and Watercock were new from the previous day and a Cinnamon
Bittern perched in the open for the photographers. Soon it was time to depart for the airport for our
slightly delayed flight back to Manila. After a late lunch on arrival we headed immediately for Los Banos
and not wanting to lose any time headed straight for nearby Mount Makiling. Our first stop was a stretch of
river on the nearby university campus where a short wait produced the hoped for male Indigo-banded
Kingfisher perched on rocks and a small party of Lowland White-eyes feeding in nearby trees. Moving on to
a nearby grassland we soon found nice Barred Buttonquail and the endemic Spotted Buttonquail, both
giving great views feeding in the open on the track. Still full of enthusiasm we didn’t let the failing light
stop us so armed with spotlights we headed for the forest. At dusk the gruff notes of a Philippine Scops
Owl could be heard and we took up a strategic position and within moment there he was staring back
inquisitively at us with huge orange eyes — awesome! Moving to more open forest we could hear the
yapping sounds of Philippine Boobooks which were easily attracted closer and then located overhead with
their whole bodies pumping as there gave their energetic song duet.

We set off pre-dawn the next morning to be in the best habitat by dawn and this worked well. We soon
managed to attract a stunning Spotted Wood Kingfisher, which was actually the first of an amazing five
individuals seen during the morning. A calling Philippine Hawk Cuckoo was also attracted in several times,
gliding overhead with a distinctive accipiter-like silhouette but he was shy and perched views were only



brief. White-browed Shamas were giving their wonderful varied, fluty song and we were glad to see this
striking bird extremely well.

Luzon Bleeding-hearts were vocal but typically elusive with only the leader getting views of two birds as he
attempted to persuade the birds out of their gullies and towards the group.

Returning to Manila we had time for some sightseeing, with some members of the group getting a
privileged tour of the American Embassy Security Department, before we finished the tour with a delicious
seafood meal with the bright flights of Manila as a lively backdrop.

Our final harvest totalled 292 species of which 9 were heard only. Most importantly these included 121
species found only within the Philippine archipelago and four others which extend only just beyond its
boundary.

Philippine Dwarf-Kingfisher, PICOP, Mindanao
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Systematic List

Herons, Egrets, Bitterns
Grey Heron

Great-billed Heron

Purple Heron

Great Egret

Pacific Reef-Egret
Intermediate Egret
Chinese Egret

Little Egret

Chinese Pond-Heron

Little (Striated) Heron
Eastern Cattle Egret
Black-crowned Night-Heron
Cinnamon Bittern

Yellow Bittern

Black Bittern

Ardea cinerea

Ardea sumatrana

Ardea purpurea

Ardea alba

Egretta sacra

Egretta intermedia
Egretta eulophotes
Egretta garzetta

Ardeola bacchus
Butorides striata
Bubulcus (ibis) coromandus
Nycticorax nycticorax
Ixobrychus cinnamomeus
Ixobrychus sinensis
Dupetor flavicollis
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Whistling Ducks, Shelducks

Wandering Whistling-Duck

Dabbling Ducks
Philippine Duck

Ospreys
Osprey

Dendrocygna arcuata

Anas luzonica

Pandion haliaetus

Buzzards, Kites, Eagles, Vultures, Harriers, Hawks

Oriental Honeybuzzard
ssp. philippensis
ssp. orientalis

Steere's Honeybuzzard
ssp. steerei

Brahminy Kite

White-bellied Sea-Eagle

Japanese Sparrowhawk

Besra
ssp. confusus

Chinese Goshawk

Crested Goshawk
ssp. palawanus
ssp. extimus

Grey-faced Buzzard

Crested Serpent-Eagle

Philippine Serpent-Eagle

Philippine (Monkey-eating)

Eagle

Changeable Hawk-Eagle

Philippine Hawk-Eagle

Falconets, Falcons
Philippine Falconet
Oriental Hobby
Peregrine Falcon
ssp. ernesti

Megapodes
Tabon Scrubfowl

Pernis ptilorhynchus

Pernis steerei

Haliastur indus
Haliaeetus leucogaster
Accipiter gularis
Accipiter virgatus

Accipiter soloensis
Accipiter trivirgatus

Butastur indicus

Spilornis cheela palawanensis
Spilornis holospilus
Pithecophaga jefferyi

Spizaetus limnaeetus
Spizaetus (philippensis) pinskeri

Microhierax erythrogenys
Falco severus
Falco peregrinus

Megapodius cumingii

Junglefowl, Pheasants, Patridges, Quails

Red Junglefowl

Palawan Peacock-Pheasant

Blue-breasted Quail

Buttonquails
Barred Buttonquail
Spotted Buttonquail

Gallus gallus philippensis
Polyplectron napoleonis
Coturnix chinensis lineata

Turnix suscitator
Turnix ocellatus

Rails, Crakes, Waterhens, Coots

Barred Rail
White-browed Crake
Plain Bush-hen
White-breasted Waterhen
Watercock

Painted Snipes
Greater Painted-snipe

Lapwings, Plovers
Grey Plover
Asian Golden-Plover
Little Ringed-Plover
SSp. curonicus
ssp. dubius
Kentish Plover
Malaysian Plover
Lesser Sand-Plover
Greater Sand-Plover

Gallirallus torquatus torqgatus
Porzana cinerea ocularis
Amaurornis olivacea
Amaurornis phoenicurus
Gallicrex cinerea

Rostratula benghalensis

Pluvialis squatarola
Pluvialis fulva
Charadrius dubius

Charadrius alexandrinus
Charadrius peronii
Charadrius mongolus
Charadrius leschenaultii

Curlews, Godwits, Sandpipers, Snipes

Philippine endemic

Philippine endemic

Philippine endemic

Philippine endemic

Philippine endemic

Philippine endemic

Philippine endemic

Philippine endemic

Philippine endemic



Whimbrel

Common Redshank
Common Greenshank
Wood Sandpiper
Marsh Sandpiper
Common Sandpiper
Grey-tailed Tattler
Swinhoe's Snipe
Common Snipe
Bukidnon Woodcock
Rufous-necked Stint
Long-toed Stint
Sharp-tailed Sandpiper
Ruff

Temminck's Stint

Stilts, Avocets
Black-winged Stilt

Terns, Noddies
Great Crested Tern
Whiskered Tern

Doves, Pigeons
Thick-billed Green-Pigeon
Philippine Green-Pigeon
Pink-necked Green-Pigeon
White-eared Brown-Dove
ssp. leucotis
ssp. brevirostris

Amethyst Brown-Dove

Yellow-breasted Fruit-Dove
Black-chinned Fruit-Dove
Green Imperial-Pigeon
ssp. aenea / palawanensis
Pied Imperial-Pigeon
Philippine Cuckoo-Dove
Spotted Dove
Zebra Dove
Common Emerald Dove
Luzon Bleeding-heart
Mindanao Bleeding-heart

Lorikeets, Cockatoos, Parrots,
Guaiabero
Philippine Cockatoo
Blue-naped Parrot
Blue-crowned Racquet-tail
Blue-headed Racquet-tail
Mindanao Montane Racquet-
tail
Colasisi

ssp. philippensis

ssp. apicalis

Cuckoos, Malkohas, Coucals
Philippine Hawk-Cuckoo
Plaintive Cuckoo
Rusty-breasted Cuckoo
Violet Cuckoo

Asian Drongo-Cuckoo
Philippine Drongo-Cuckoo
Common Koel
Scale-feathered Malkoha
Chestnut-breasted Malkoha
Red-crested Malkoha
Greater Coucal

Lesser Coucal

Philippine Coucal

Numenius phaeopus
Tringa totanus

Tringa nebularia
Tringa glareola
Tringa stagnatilis
Actitis hypoleucos
Heteroscelus brevipes
Gallinago megala
Gallinago gallinago
Scolopax bukidnonensis
Calidris ruficollis
Calidris subminuta
Calidris acuminata
Philomachus pugnax
Calidris temmminckii

Himantopus himantopus

Sterna bergii
Chlidonias hybridus

Treron curvirostra

Treron (pompadora) axillaris
Treron vernans

Phapitreron leucotis

Phapitreron (amethystinus)
amethystinus

Ptilinopus occipitalis
Ptilinopus leclancheri
Ducula aenea

Ducula bicolor
Macropygia tenuirostris
Streptopelia chinensis
Geopelia striata
Chalcophaps indica
Gallicolumba luzonica
Gallicolumba crinigera

Racquet-tails, Hanging Parrots

Bolbopsittacus lunulatus
Cacatua haematuropygia
Tanygnathus lucionensis
Prioniturus discurus
Prioniturus platenae

Prioniturus waterstradti

Loriculus philippensis

Cuculus pectoralis
Cacomantis merulinus
Cacomantis sepucralis
Chrysococcyx xanthorhynchus
Surniculus lugubris

Surniculus velutinus
Eudynamys scolopaceus
Lepidogrammus cumingi

Zanclostomus curvirostris harringtoni

Dasylophus superciliosus
Centropus sinensis
Centropus bengalensis
Centropus viridis

Philippine endemic

Philippine endemic

Philippine endemic

Philippine endemic

Philippine endemic
Near endemic

Philippine endemic

Philippine endemic (L)
Philippine endemic (H)

Philippine endemic
Philippine endemic
Near endemic

Philippine endemic
Philippine endemic

Philippine endemic

Philippine endemic

Philippine endemic

Philippine endemic
Philippine endemic

Philippine endemic

(H)

Philippine endemic



Black-faced Coucal

Grass Owls
Eastern Grass-Owl

Owls

Mantanani Scops-Owl
Palawan Scops-Owl
Philippine Scops-Owl
Giant Scops-Owl
Chocolate Boobook
Philippine Boobook
Mindanao Boobook
Spotted Wood-Owl

Frogmouths
Philippine Frogmouth
Palawan Frogmouth

Nightjars

Great Eared Nightjar
Large-tailed Nightjar
Philippine Nightjar

Swifts, Needletails
Island Swiflet
Palawan Swiftlet
Philippine Swiftlet
Germain's Swiftlet
Glossy Swiftlet
Grey-rumped Swiftlet
Pygmy Swiftlet
Philippine Needletail
House Swift

Asian Palm-Swift

Treeswifts
Whiskered Treeswift

Trogons
Philippine Trogon

Rollers
Dollarbird

Kingfishers
Common Kingfisher
Blue-eared Kingfisher
Indigo-banded Kingfisher
Ssp. cyanopecta
Mindanao Silvery Kingfisher
Philippine Dwarf-Kingfisher
Rufous-backed Kingfisher
Stork-billed Kingfisher
ssp. gigantea
Ruddy Kingfisher
White-throated' Kingfisher
Rufous-lored Kingfisher
White-collared Kingfisher
Spotted Wood-Kingfisher
Blue-capped Wood-Kingfisher

Bee-eaters
Blue-tailed Bee-eater

Hornbills
Mindanao Hornbill
Writhed Hornbilll
Palawan Hornbill
Rufous Hornbill
ssp. hydrocorax
ssp. mindanensis

Centropus melanops

Tyto capensis amauronota

Otus mantananensis
Otus fuliginosus
Otus megalotis
Mimizuku gurneyi
Ninox randi

Ninox (philippensis) philippensis
Ninox (philippensis) spilocephala

Strix seloputo

Batrachostomus septimus
Batrachostomus chaseni

Eurostopodus macrotis
Caprimulgus macrurus
Caprimulgus manillensis

Aerodramus amelis
Aerodramus palawensis
Aerodramus mearnsi
Aerodramus germani
Collocalia esculenta
Collocalia marginata
Collocalia troglodytes
Mearnsia picina

Apus nipalensis
Cypsiurus balasiensis

Hemiprocne comata major

Harpactes ardens

Eurystomus orientalis

Alcedo atthis bengalensis
Alcedo meninting
Alcedo cyanopectus

Alcedo (argentata) argentata
Ceyx melanurus

Ceyx rufidorsa

Pelargopsis capensis

Halcyon coromanda

Halcyon (smyrnensis) gularis
Todirhamphus winchelli
Todirhamphus chloris
Actenoides lindsayi
Actenoides hombroni

Merops philippinus

Penelopides affinis
Aceros leucocephalus
Anthracoceros marchei
Buceros hydrocorax

Philippine endemic

Near endemic
Philippine endemic (H)
Philippine endemic
Philippine endemic (H)
Near endemic
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Philippine endemic

Philippine endemic
Philippine endemic
Philippine endemic

Philippine endemic
Philippine endemic
Philippine endemic

Philippine endemic

Philippine endemic

Philippine endemic
Philippine endemic

Philippine endemic

Philippine endemic
Philippine endemic

Philippine endemic
Philippine endemic
Philippine endemic
Philippine endemic



Barbets

Coppersmith Barbet
ssp. haemacephala
ssp. mindanensis

Woodpeckers

Philippine Pygmy Woodpecker

Megalaima haemacephala

Dendrocopos maculatus

ssp. validirostris / malulatus
ssp. fulvifasciatus / leytensis

Great Slaty Woodpecker
White-bellied Woodpecker
Greater Flameback
ssp. erythrocephalus
ssp. haematribon

ssp. montanus / lucidus

Common Flameback

Pittas
Red-bellied Pitta
ssp. erythrogaster
Hooded Pitta
ssp. palawanensis
ssp. sordida
Steere's (Azure-breasted)
Pitta

Martins, Swallows
Barn Swallow
Pacific Swallow
Striated Swallow

Mulleripicus pulverulentus
Dryocopus javensis
Chrysocolaptes lucidus

Dinopium javanense everetti

Pitta erythrogaster

Pitta sordida

Pitta steerii

Hirundo rustica
Hirundo tahitica
Cecropis striolata

Cuckoo-shrikes, Trillers, Minivets
Bar-bellied Cuckoo-shrike Coracina striata
ssp. difficilis / striata
ssp. boholensis / kochii / panayensis
Black-bibbed Cuckoo-shrike Coracina mindanensis
ssp. ripleyi / mindanensis

McGregor's Cuckoo-shrike

Black-and-white Triller
Ssp. minor

Pied Triller

Ashy Minivet

Fiery Minivet

Scarlet Minivet

Coracina mcgregori
Lalage melanoleuca

Lalage nigra chilensis
Pericrocotus divaricatus
Pericrocotus igneus
Pericrocotus flammeus

ssp. gonzalesi / johnstoniae

Leafbirds, loras
Philippine Leafbird
Yellow-throated Leafbird
Common lora

Bulbuls
Black-headed Bulbul
Yellow-vented Bulbul
Yellow-wattled Bulbul
Olive-winged Bulbul
Grey-cheeked Bulbul
Sulphur-bellied Bulbul
Philippine Bulbul
Yellowish Bulbul

Drongos

Ashy Drongo
Luzon Balicassiao
Palawan Drongo
Mindanao Drongo

Orioles, Fairy-Bluebirds
Dark-throated Oriole
Philippine Oriole
Black-naped Oriole

Chloropsis flavipennis
Chloropsis palawanensis
Aegithina tiphia

Pycnonotus atriceps
Pycnonotus goiavier
Pycnonotus urostictus
Pycnonotus plumosus
Criniger bres

lole palawanensis
Ixos philippinus

Ixos (everetti) everetti

Dicrurus leucophaeus

Dicrurus (balicassius) balicassius
Dicrurus (hottentottus) palawanensis
Dicrurus (bracteatus) striatus

Oriolus xanthonotus
Oriolus steerii
Oriolus chinensis

Philippine endemic

Philippine endemic

Philippine endemic (L)
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Philippine endemic
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Philippine Fairy-Bluebird
Asian Fairy-Bluebird

Crows
Palawan Crow
Large-billed Crow

Tits

Palawan Tit

Elegant Tit
ssp. elegans
ssp. mindanensis

Nuthatches
Velvet-fronted Nuthatch
Sulphur-billed Nuthatch

Rhabdornis (Creepers)
Stripe-headed Rhabdornis
Stripe-breasted Rhabdornis

Babblers

Bagobo Babbler
Ashy-headed Babbler
Melodious Babbler
Streaked Ground-Babbler
Mindanao Pygmy Babbler
Rusty-crowned Babbler
Bold-striped Tit-babbler
Brown Tit-Babbler

Robins, Shamas, Thrushes

White-browed Shortwing
ssp. mindanensis

Oriental Magpie-Robin

White-browed Shama

White-vented Shama

Pied Bushchat

Blue Rock-Thrush

Eyebrowed Thrush

Old World Warblers
Philippine Leaf-Warbler
Mountain Leaf-Warbler
ssp. flavostriatus
Oriental Reed-Warbler
Tawny Grassbird
Striated Grassbird
Rufous-fronted Tailorbird
Grey-backed Tailorbird
Rufous-headed Tailorbird
Rufous-tailed Tailorbird
Black-headed Tailorbird
Bright-capped Cisticola
Zitting Cisticola
Long-tailed Ground-Warbler
ssp. unicolor

Flycatchers
Rufous-tailed Jungle-
Flycatcher
Grey-streaked Flycatcher
Mountain Verditer-Flycatcher
ssp. nigriloris
Mugimaki Flycatcher
Snowy-browed Flycatcher
Little Slaty Flycatcher
Palawan Flycatcher
Little Pied Flycatcher
Palawan Blue Flycatcher
Pied Fantail

Irena cyanogastra
Irena puella

Corvus pusillus
Corvus macrorhynchos

Parus amabilis
Parus elegans

Sitta frontalis
Sitta oenochlamys

Rhabdornis mystacalis
Rhabdornis inornatus

Leonardina woodi
Malacocincla cinereiceps
Malacopteron palawanense
Ptilocichla mindanensis
Stachyris plateni

Stachyris capitalis
Macronous bornensis
Macronous striaticeps

Brachypteryx montana

Copsychus saularis deuteronymus
Copsychus (luzoniensis) luzoniensis
Copsychus niger

Saxicola caprata

Monticola solitarius philippensis
Turdus obscurus

Phylloscopus olivaceus
Phylloscopus trivirgatus

Acrocephalus orientalis
Megalurus timoriensis
Megalurus palustris forbesi
Orthotomus frontalis
Orthotomus derbianus
Orthotomus heterolaemus
Orthotomus sericeus
Orthotomus nigriceps
Cisticola exilis

Cisticola juncidis
Bradypterus caudatus

Rhinomyias ruficauda

Muscicapa griseisticta
Eumyias panayensis

Ficedula mugimaki
Ficedula hyperythra
Ficedula basilanica
Ficedula platenae
Ficedula westermanni
Cyornis lemprieri
Rhipidura javanica
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Philippine endemic
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Blue Fantail
Black-and-cinnamon Fantail

Mindanao Paradise-Flycatcher

Blue Paradise-Flycatcher
Black-naped Monarch
ssp. azurea
Celestial Monarch
Short-crested Monarch

Whistlers
Yellow-bellied Whistler

Wagtails, Pipits
Grey Wagtail

Eastern Yellow Wagtail
Paddyfield Pipit
Pechora Pipit

Wood-swallows
White-breasted Wood-swallow

Shrikes
Long-tailed Shrike
Brown Shrike

Starlings

Short-tailed Glossy Starling
Asian Glossy Starling
Chestnut-cheeked Starling
Coleto

Apo Myna

Eastern Hill Mynah

Sunbirds, Spiderhunters
Plain-throated Sunbird
Grey-throated Sunbird
Copper-throated Sunbird
Olive-backed Sunbird
Purple-throated Sunbird
ssp. sperata / trochilus
Grey-hooded Sunbird
Metallic-winged Sunbird
Apo Sunbird
Lovely (Shelley's) Sunbird
Handsome Sunbird
Naked-faced Spiderhunter

Rhipidura superciliaris
Rhipidura nigrocinnamomea
Terpsiphone (cinnamomea)
cinnamomea

Terpsiphone cyanescens
Hypothymis azurea

Hypothymis coelestis
Hypothymis helenae

Pachycephala philippinensis

Motacilla cinerea
Motacilla simillima
Anthus rufulus lugubris
Anthus gustavi

Artamus leucorynchus

Lanius schach nasutus
Lanius cristatus

Aplonis minor todayensis
Aplonis panayensis

Sturnus philippensis

Sarcops calvus

Basilornis miranda

Gracula religiosa palawanensis

Anthreptes malacensis
Anthreptes griseigularis
Leptocoma calcostetha
Cinnyris jugularis
Leptocoma sperata

Aethopyga primigenia
Aethopyga pulcherrima
Aethopyga boltoni
Aethopyga shelleyi
Aethopyga bella
Arachnothera clarae

ssp. clarae / malindangensis

Little Spiderhunter
ssp. dilutior
ssp. flammifera

Flowerpeckers
Olive-backed Flowerpecker
Palawan Flowerpecker
Striped Flowerpecker

ssp. affine
Olive-capped Flowerpecker
Red-keeled Flowerpecker
Buzzing Flowerpecker

Arachnothera longirostra

Prionochilus olivaceus
Prionochilus plateni
Dicaeum aeruginosum

Dicaeum nigrilore
Dicaeum australe
Dicaeum hypoleucum

ssp. cagayanensis / obscurum
ssp. pontifex / mindanense / hypoleucum

Orange-bellied Flowerpecker
Fire-breasted Flowerpecker
Pygmy Flowerpecker

ssp. palawanorum

Ssp. pygmaeum

ssp. davao

White-eyes

Dicaeum trigonostigma
Dicaeum ignipectus
Dicaeum pygmaeum

Philippine endemic
Philippine endemic

Philippine endemic
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Philippine endemic
Philippine endemic
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Lowland White-eye Zosterops meyeni
Everett's White-eye Zosterops everetti
Mountain White-eye Zosterops montanus
ssp. vulcani
Black-masked White-eye Lophozosterops goodfellowi
Cinnamon lbon Hypocryptadius cinnamomeus

Old World Sparrows, Weavers
Eurasian Tree Sparrow Passer montanus

Avadavats, Parrotfinches, Munias

Red-eared Parrotfinch Erythrura coloria
White-bellied Munia Lonchura leucogastra
Scaly-breasted Munia Lonchura punctulata
Black-headed Munia Lonchura malacca

Finches, Crossbills
White-cheeked Bullfinch Pyrrhula leucogenis

(H) = Species heard only
(L) = Species seen by leader only

292 Species of which 9 heard only.
121 Philippine endemics (6

only heard)

4 'near endemics’
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Philippine endemic
Philippine endemic

Philippine endemic

Philippine endemic
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