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Bristlehead, Danum Valley       © James Eaton / Birdtour Asia 
 
This Borneo custom tour recorded an impressive 283 including an excellent 42 endemics during our 
12-days on the island. Highlights were many; Bornean Ground Cuckoo for the 11th tour running, 
breathtaking views of Bristlehead, all 8 possible species of hornbill, 7 species of broadbill including 
Whitehead’s and a wonderful Hose’s, 16 species of bulbul, 27 species of babbler, and two of the 
major targets for birders visiting Borneo; the ‘Whitehead’s trio’ and 5 species of pitta including 
phenomenal looks at all 4 endemics.   
 
We commenced our Borneo tour with an evening arrival at Sepilok and the next morning set off into 
the forest famed for its Orang-utan rehabilitation centre. We had a productive early morning with 
Black Hornbill, Buff-rumped Woodpeckers, Crimson Sunbird, Black-and-red and Black-and-yellow 
Broadbills, Diard’s Trogon, Bold-striped Tit Babbler and Blue-throated Bee-eaters feeding all around 
us, but this ended abruptly as the heavens. We sheltered under  some mid-storey canopy for more 
than an hour and still the birds appeared; firstly a White-crowned Forktail feeding on the road ahead 
of us along with a surprise Hooded Pitta which offered great views in the scope for 10 minutes as it 
fed unconcerned by our presence. Once the rain stopped we headed over to the newly constructed 
canopy walkway, a bit of an eyesore in the lush, green forest but certainly much more stable than 
walkways elsewhere! Though quiet after the early rain we picked up a group of Long-billed 
Spiderhunters chasing each other round along with squacking Slender-billed Crows and noisy 
Common Hill Myna. As we headed back to our chalets to pack for our mid-morning departure a 
White-fronted Falconet came dashing towards us, almost snatching a Crimson Sunbird from under 



our noses before perching nearby producing wonderful looks of this tricky endemic along with some 
raucous Long-tailed Parakeets.  
 
Moving on through the Oil Palm-dominated landscape that stretches to all corners of Sabah we 
eventually reached our comfortable lodge situated on the banks of the mighty Kinabatangan River. A 
brief stop at Gomantong Caves en-route, still found a few nesting Black-nest, Mossy-nest and Edible-
nest Swiftlets despite the recent harvesting of the swiftlet nests. Huge numbers of Wrinkle-lipped 
Bats were also impressive and around the cave entrance a small flock of the scarce White-bellied 
Munia was a welcome surprise along with our first of several Wallace’s Hawk Eagles.  We also found 
some very tame Maroon Leaf Monkeys and a lone immature Orang-utan feeding close-by. 
Our late lunch was interrupted by a calling Moustached Hawk Cuckoo though we didn’t mind the 
inconvenience with the views he soon produced, repeatedly perching in full view for us to admire. 
Following a short siesta we boarded our boat for the first of five trips along the banks of the 
Kinabatangan river. The pressure was on to make it 11 out of 11 on our tours to Sabah to see the 
once mythical Bornean Ground Cuckoo, one of Borneo’s most highly-sought endemics. Amazingly, at 
our first stop the distant, though unmistakable, cries of a ground cuckoo could be heard along one of 
the quiet tributaries, with some skilful manoeuvring by our trusted boatman we were soon admiring 
an ultra-close Ground Cuckoo more than filling our binoculars as he called, tail-pumping, from a 
perch by the riverside. He soon jumped down, walking slowly away along the forest floor and back 
into the darkness – what a start! After that performance everything else should have been an anti-
climax but there was much more to come. Great views of Wrinkled and Oriental Pied Hornbills 
followed shortly after –  our first of many of the next two days. A delicious dinner was followed by a 
night-cruise; Buffy Fish Owl performed in numbers – 8 this time – as did Asian Palm Civet and a 
Large Flying Fox munching on ripe figs. Just as we were about to turn round and head back a familiar 
cry emanated from the forest over the sound of the motor – Oriental Bay Owl! Jumping out of the 
boat and heading inside the forest interior soon saw us face-to-face with one of Asia’s very best 
night-birds, clinging onto a near-vertical branch we watched him for 10 minutes before walking away 
and back to bed for a well-deserved rest. 
 

   
 

          White-fronted Falconet, Sepilok      Oriental Bay Owl, Kinabatangan 
 
During the next day and a half cruising the river the birding was often quiet though some real 
highlights made each outing exciting. Hornbills were an ever-present with repeated views of the 
scarce Wrinkled Hornbill, huge Rhinoceros Hornbill twice and best of all repeated fly-bys and perched 
pair of White-crowned Hornbill. A Maroon-breasted Philentoma put on a splendid performance as he 
sang from exposed branches, as did a gaudy male Scarlet-rumped Trogon, plenty of endangered 
Storm’s Storks perched in pairs, five species of eagle; Rufous-bellied, Changeable Hawk, Wallace’s 
Hawk, Lesser Fish and Grey-headed Fish Eagles, Dusky Broadbill, confiding Chestnut-necklaced 
Partridge, declining Straw-headed Bulbul along with prolonged views of Bornean Gibbon and troops of 
up to 50 Proboscis Monkey. 
 
Driving south through ‘modern’ Sabah with the ever present Oil Palm plantations became rather 
monotonous until we hit the gravelled, logging road that takes us through to the wonderful Danum 
Valley conservation area, one of two areas set aside in the huge 1 million hectare Yayasan logging 
concession. We reached our wonderful lodge, the Borneo Rainforest Lodge, in time for our first of 
several excellent dinners in anticipation for the three full days laying ahead for us. 



As pittas were notable by their absence along the Kinabatangan we were chomping at the bit for 
these jewels of the forest. Our first morning didn’t disappoint, no longer had we enjoyed views of one 
of the trickiest Bornean endemics – 4 Black-throated Wren Babblers busily scratching around the 
forest floor – that the first sound of a pitta drew our attention. Managing somehow to get through the 
thick, roadside vegetation we were soon eye-balling our first Black-crowned Pitta, whistling 
continually from an exposed branch just above our heads, occasionally peering down to us to see 
what all the fuss was about. Just an hour later we struck gold again as a Blue-headed Pitta revealed 
itself by its distinct call, heading off-trail once more we obtained great looks at a gaudy male which 
perched on an open liana before jumping back to the ground and hopping around us, disturbing some 
Grey-headed Babblers in the process. The afternoon proved rather quiet bird-wise but a visit to a 
fruiting tree was a wonderful experience as four huge Orang-utans fed on ripe figs overhead while 
occasionally stopping to peer down at us, a must-see for all visitors to Borneo. 
As all birders who have visited Borneo will know, no trip is complete without seeing the enigmatic, 
unique Bristlehead, one of the islands most unpredictable endemics due to its nomadic nature. After 
missing them at Sepilok we were beginning to get a little worried but how wrong we were, because 
after obtaining outrageous views of a pair of ground-loving Bornean Ground Babblers quivering their 
wings at us we noticed four chunky ‘things’ swoop up into a nearby tree – Bristleheads! Some 
strategic manoeuvring soon saw us literally next to the birds as they approached so close to the 
canopy walkway that we daren’t lift our binoculars up in fear of scaring them! We were able to 
admire every single bristle on their black ear-patch and yellow crown for as long as we wanted until 
we let them disappear back into the jungle, what an experience for us both. 
 

   
 

Moustached Hawk Cuckoo and Storm’s Stork, Kinabatangan 
 
Our third morning on-site saw us visit a different area to the previous days, a minor change in terrain 
brought a whole new range of species that are more difficult to see in Sabah than in Peninsula 
Malaysia and Sumatra; these included a singing Grey-chested Jungle Flycatcher, dazzling Green 
Broadbill perched overhead, a pair of crazy Crested Jays pulling back the trigger as they unleashed 
their machine-gun like calls, softly-spoken Rufous-chested Flycatcher, a typically responsive Rufous-
collared Kingfisher and most satisfyingly a ‘Bornean’ Banded Pitta hopping around us in search of the 
intruder. This yellow-banded form is strikingly different from its Malayan and Sumatran counterpart 
and to a lesser extent from the Java and Bali races. We returned to the same area on our forth, and 
final morning in the hope of two final birds – the first came with ease as the now familiar laughing-
calls of the Helmeted Hornbill were much closer than previously and a pair of these regal birds soon 
flew in to investigate us before giving us a fly-by. Our second target led from frustration to jubilation 
as we heard the soft-whistle of a Blue-banded Pitta, one of Borneo’s most difficult endemics. Stalking 
him carefully we knew we were close when out of nowhere rain started pouring down and the pitta 
prompted shut-up and disappeared leaving us to get completely soaked in the process. With time 
running out we tried our luck as we realised the rain was going nowhere anytime soon, after just a 
few minutes we were amazed to see a red blob bounding along a nearby fallen log – Blue-banded 
Pitta! Our excitement continued as he showed himself for the next 15 minutes despite being as 
soaked as we were, a great way to end our terrific stay in the Danum Valley. 
 
Those sightings of the megas were just the tip of the ice-berg, during our four-nights at the Borneo 
Rainforest Lodge we encountered a whole array of fantastic species including some tough endemic 
and near-endemic species; both Bornean Blue and Large-billed Blue Flycatchers performed superbly 



along the trails singing their distinctive sweet songs, a pair of Striped Wren Babbler fed unconcerned 
in the leaf-litter, Rhinoceros Hornbills gliding-by, a gaudy male Red-naped Trogon, another showy 
Moustached Hawk Cuckoo, several White-crowned Forktails on the road (or the same individual 
everyday flying further along the road!), a Black-backed Kingfisher obtaining full frontals of some of 
us as we rushed out of the shower to see it perched on the chalet walkway, Whiskered Treeswifts just 
a metre above our heads, Brown Wood Owl perched by the road, tame Bornean Fireback, and a host 
of babblers, with whacky Fluffy-backed and head-nodding Chestnut-rumped being the pick of the 
bunch.  
 
On the mammal front we did better than usual; 4 Orang-utans clambered about in a huge fruiting 
tree overhead including a huge ‘old man’, night-time produced Malay and Banded Palm Civets, 
Thomas’s and Red Giant Flying Squirrels and to top it all off, a Bornean Pygmy Elephant wandering 
off the road and into the dense thickets during our drive back to Lahad Datu.  
 

   
 

Blue-banded Pitta and Black-crowned Pitta, Danum Valley 
 
After flying over to Kota Kinabalu we set-off on our final-leg of the tour visiting the Raffelsia Centre 
both on the way to, and back from Mount Kinabalu. Our morning visit coincided with thick, swirling 
fog and a damp feel to the place, not what we were hoping for but we still plugged away and came 
away with an impressive list of new endemics; Bock’s Hawk Cuckoo’s were vocal as dawn approached 
though remained hidden on the distant hillsides, Bornean Treepie, Black-sided Flowerpecker, 
Temminck’s Sunbird and Bornean Bulbuls were conspicuous as were Bornean Leafbirds (both recent 
splits from Black-crested and Blue-winged respectively). Interestingly following a visit to East 
Kalimantan James found both Blue-winged and Bornean in the same valley, replacing each other 
attitudinally. Sunda and Rufous-hooded Laughingthrushes were equally common on both visits 
though Streaky-breasted and Whitehead’s Spiderhunter gave us the run-around with only brief views 
of both obtained. While watching the latter fly-past it led us to a nicely-perched juvenile Blyth’s Hawk 
Eagle, seemingly too wet to take to the wing.  
The two endemic barbets were tricky on our morning visit but the return visit on the final afternoon 
of the tour led us to a huge fruiting tree brimming with Mountain Barbets along with a few Bornean 
Barbets, so often a difficult bird to come to grips with. As the sun shone beautifully in the late 
afternoon, feeding flocks passed-by with one such flock containing two tiny Pygmy Ibon’s, an 
inconspicuous endemic that so often feeds in the canopy. Rusty-breasted Cuckoo, a scarce bird in 
Sabah posed close-by while wintering migrants were well-represented by large numbers of Blue-and-
white Flycatchers along with Grey-streaked and Asian Brown Flycatchers.  
 
Unfortunately our trip to Mount Kinabalu proved a rather wet and misty experience for the first day 
and a half, obviously making the birding rather difficult. We did pick up the vast majority of the 
easier species and a couple of goodies including Bare-headed Laughingthrush displaying overhead, 
with their backs fluffed out as they produced their deep ‘booms’ from their blue throat pouches. A 
few showy Eye-browed Jungle Flycatchers, a family of ultra-tame Mountain Wren Babbler, feeding 
Bornean Stubtails and best of all a covey of Red-breasted Partridge feeding by the road oblivious to 
our presence and offering views down to 3-4 metres. Species such as Temminck’s Sunbird, Indigo 
Flycatcher, Black-sided Flowerpecker, Black-capped White-eye, Sunda Cuckooshrike, Short-tailed 
Magpie, Bornean Whistler and Yellow-breasted Warbler all showed fine just in lower numbers to 
usual. A quick check at a swiftlet colony produced the recently-split, green-glossed, Bornean Swiftlet. 



These birds are only identifiable at the nest and in the hand and the purple-glossed Glossy Swiftlet is 
also present on the mountain so extreme care is required to identify the birds. 
Finally our last day on the mountain produced little rain so we attempted to make the most of the 
weather. Before breakfast we notched up a stunning Orange-headed Thrush feeding on the road then 
White-browed Shortwing – one of the many vocally distinct forms of this species in Asia and a young 
male Siberian Blue Robin, quivering on the trail. Following another hearty breakfast we hit the trails 
determined to find the mountains best endemic, it didn’t take long before we were watching an adult 
and immature male Whitehead’s Trogon feeding by the trail offering wonderful looks, then just 15 
minutes later we came across another pair of trogons, talk about London buses! A Golden-naped 
Barbet joined a feeding flock overhead while higher up the mountain we had several encounters with 
Bornean Whistling Thrush which were feeding on the roadside as were a pair of Pale-faced Bulbul, a 
certain split from Flavescent, and this time we only had to walk a mere few hundred metres before a 
Friendly Bush Warbler popped into view on an open branch, singing away! Rather amusingly though 
we had to keep walking a bit higher up before the usually easier nectar-loving Mountain Black-eye 
popped into view. Finally, as dusk approached on our final evening while waiting by the roadside an 
immature Mountain Serpent Eagle circled low-overhead then a nearby screeching sound led us to our 
last bird on the mountain as a young Bartel’s Wood Owl sat low by the roadside before flying back 
into the forest. The Brown Wood Owls on Mount Kinabalu and presumably the other Bornean 
mountains, share the same vocalisations and morphology as the Bartel’s Wood Owl which was 
previously considered endemic to montane Java so would be best considered part of this species.  
 

   
 

Bornean Swiftlet and Friendly Bush Warbler, Mount Kinabalu 
 
As we had been so successful on the mountain we decided to spend our last full morning at Poring 
Hot Springs and try our luck there for Whitehead’s Broadbill. The early morning walk uphill to our 
desired location proved a little hot and a little tiring though a smart Bornean Banded Pitta feeding 
ahead of us gave extra energy to keep heading up. A huge feeding flock was full of Brown Fulvetta, 
Orange-sided Flowerpecker, White-bellied Erpornis, Yellow-bellied Warbler, Grey-cheeked Bulbul and 
a showy pair of Red-throated Barbet. Heading round the next corner we heard a sound that had been 
missing from the mountain – Whitehead’s Broadbill. A quick run round and there it was, feeding high 
in a distant tree. Not picture-book but a prolonged view of a Whitehead’s Broadbill was exciting 
enough as he kept flying around the same tree, perching occasionally. Next up ‘Please to meet you’ 
called from below us, a quick snatch of tape and one of the most elusive of the sundaic babblers 
came into check us out for as long as we wanted, a beautifully-marked, pearl-necklaced White-
necked Babbler. Realising that our decision to divert to Poring had been justified we wanted more, 
and near the end of the forest trails, Poring’s most-wanted species suddenly popped-up in front of 
us; a gorgeous male Hose’s Broadbill, strongly defending his territory as his flicked his wings 
aggressively, move from side-to-side and flying closer and closer to us for 10 minutes, green and 
blue shimmering in the dark foliage. What a result and a suitable time to turn round and call it a fine 
morning! 
 
After relaxing back in Kota Kinabalu for our final night we spent the first hour of light the following 
morning at Likas Bay for some rather dudey birding with a few added extras; a lone Chinese Egret 
fed amongst 7 other species of Heron, also including a lone Rufous Night Heron. Cinnamon Bittern, 
Wandering Whistling Duck, White-browed Crake and Grey-tailed Tattler added to the early morning 
excursion before our late morning flights called us away from the birding and back into reality. 



 

   
 

White-necked Babbler and Hose’s Broadbill, Poring Hot Springs 
 

The tour total of 283 species included 10 which were heard only. An exceptional 42 endemics were 
seen. 

 

Systematic List 
 

PELECANIFORMES: Anhingidae    

Oriental Darter Anhinga melanogaster   

    

CICONIIFORMES: Ardeidae    

Purple Heron Ardea purpurea   

Eastern Great Egret Ardea [alba] modesta   

Intermediate Egret Egretta intermedia   

Little Egret Egretta garzetta   

Chinese Egret Egretta eulophotes   

Pacific Reef Heron Egretta sacra   

Eastern Cattle Egret Bubulcus coromandus   

Striated Heron Butorides striata   

Black-crowned Night Heron Nycticorax nycticorax   

Rufous Night Heron Nycticorax caledonicus   

Cinnamon Bittern Ixobrychus cinnamomeus   

    

CICONIIFORMES: Ciconiidae    

Storm's Stork Ciconia stormi   

    

ANSERIFORMES: Anatidae    

Wandering Whistling Duck Dendrocygna arcuata   

    

FALCONIFORMES: Accipitridae    

Oriental Honey Buzzard Pernis ptilorhynchus   

Black-shouldered Kite Elanus caeruleus   

Brahminy Kite Haliastur indus   

White-bellied Sea Eagle Haliaeetus leucogaster   

Lesser Fish Eagle Ichthyophaga humilis   

Grey-headed Fish Eagle Ichthyophaga ichthyaetus   

Mountain Serpent Eagle Spilornis kinabaluensis e  



Crested Serpent Eagle Spilornis cheela   

Crested Goshawk Accipiter trivirgatus   

Rufous-bellied Eagle Aquila kienerii   

Changeable Hawk Eagle Nisaetus limnaetus   

Blyth's Hawk Eagle Nisaetus alboniger   

Wallace's Hawk Eagle Nisaetus nanus   

    

FALCONIFORMES: Falconidae    

White-fronted Falconet Microhierax latifrons e  

    

GALLIFORMES: Phasianidae    

Great Argus Argusianus argus  heard only 

Red-breasted Partridge Arborophila hyperythra e  

Chestnut-necklaced Partridge Arborophila charltonii   

Crimson-headed Partridge Haematortyx sanguiniceps e heard only 

Crested Partridge Rollulus rouloul   

Bornean Fireback Lophura nobilis e  

    

GRUIFORMES: Rallidae    

White-breasted Waterhen Amaurornis phoenicurus   

White-browed Crake Porzana cinerea   

Black-backed Swamphen Porphyrio indicus   

Common Moorhen Gallinula chloropus   

    

CHARADRIIFORMES: Charadriidae    

Pacific Golden Plover Pluvialis fulva   

Lesser Sandplover Charadrius mongolus   

Greater Sandplover Charadrius leschenaultii   

CHARADRIIFORMES: Scolopacidae    

Whimbrel Numenius phaeopus   

Marsh Sandpiper Tringa stagnatilis   

Green Sandpiper Tringa ochropus   

Wood Sandpiper Tringa glareola   

Common Sandpiper Actitis hypoleucos   

Grey-tailed Tattler Heterosceles brevipes   

    

CHARADRIIFORMES: Sternidae    

Gull-billed Tern Sterna nilotica   

Whiskered Tern Chlidonias hybridus   

    

COLUMBIFORMES: Columbidae    

Rock Pigeon Columba livia   

Spotted Dove Streptopelia chinensis   

Little Cuckoo Dove Macropygia ruficeps   

Emerald Dove Chalcophaps indica   

Peaceful Dove Geopelia striata   

Pink-necked Green Pigeon Treron vernans   

Green Imperial Pigeon Ducula aenea   

Mountain Imperial Pigeon Ducula badia   

    

PSITTACIFORMES: Psittacidae    

Blue-rumped Parrot Psittinus cyanurus   

Long-tailed Parakeet Psittacula longicauda   

Blue-crowned Hanging Parrot Loriculus galgulus   

    



CUCULIFORMES: Cuculidae    

Bock's Hawk Cuckoo Cuculus [sparverioides] bocki e heard only 

Moustached Hawk Cuckoo Cuculus vagans   

Sunda Cuckoo Cuculus lepidus   

Banded Bay Cuckoo Cacomantis sonneratii   

Plaintive Cuckoo Cacomantis merulinus   

Rusty-breasted Cuckoo Cacomantis variolosus   

Violet Cuckoo Chrysococcyx xanthorhynchus   

Raffles's Malkoha Phaenicophaeus chlorophaeus   

Chestnut-breasted Malkoha Phaenicophaeus curvirostris   

Bornean Ground Cuckoo Carpococcyx radiatus e  

Greater Coucal Centropus sinensis   

    

STRIGIFORMES: Tytonidae    

Oriental Bay Owl Phodilus badius   

    

STRIGIFORMES: Strigidae    

Buffy Fish Owl Ketupa ketupu   

Brown Wood Owl Strix leptogrammica leptogrammica   

Bartel's Wood Owl Strix [leptogrammica] bartelsi vaga   

    

CAPRIMULGIFORMES: Caprimulgidae   

Large-tailed Nightjar Caprimulgus macrurus  heard only 

    

APODIFORMES: Apodidae    

Glossy Swiftlet Collocalia esculenta   

Bornean Swiftlet Collocalia dodgei e  

Mossy-nest Swiftlet Aerodramus salangana   

Black-nest Swiftlet Aerodramus maximus   

Edible-nest Swiftlet Aerodramus fuciphagus   

Silver-rumped Needletail Rhaphidura leucopygialis   

Brown-backed Needletail Hirundapus giganteus   

Asian Palm Swift Cypsiurus balasiensis   

Pacific Swift Apus pacificus   

House Swift Apus [affinis] nipalensis   

    

APODIFORMES: Hemiprocnidae    

Grey-rumped Treeswift Hemiprocne longipennis   

Whiskered Treeswift Hemiprocne comata   

    

TROGONIFORMES: Trogonidae    

Red-naped Trogon Harpactes kasumba   

Diard's Trogon Harpactes diardii   

Whitehead's Trogon Harpactes whiteheadi e  

Scarlet-rumped Trogon Harpactes duvaucelii   

    

CORACIIFORMES: Alcedinidae    

Common Kingfisher Alcedo atthis   

Blue-eared Kingfisher Alcedo meninting   

Black-backed Kingfisher Ceyx erithacus   

Banded Kingfisher Lacedo pulchella melanops   heard only 

Stork-billed Kingfisher Pelargopsis capensis   

Black-capped Kingfisher Halcyon pileata   

Collared Kingfisher Todirhamphus chloris   

Rufous-collared Kingfisher Actenoides concretus   



    

CORACIIFORMES: Meropidae    

Blue-throated Bee-eater Merops viridis   

    

CORACIIFORMES: Coraciidae    

Dollarbird Eurystomus orientalis   

    

CORACIIFORMES: Bucerotidae    

Oriental Pied Hornbill Anthracoceros albirostris   

Black Hornbill Anthracoceros malayanus   

Rhinoceros Hornbill Buceros rhinoceros   

Helmeted Hornbill Buceros vigil   

Bushy-crested Hornbill Anorrhinus galeritus   

White-crowned Hornbill Aceros comatus   

Wrinkled Hornbill Aceros corrugatus   

Wreathed Hornbill Aceros undulatus   

    

PICIFORMES: Capitonidae    

Gold-whiskered Barbet Megalaima chrysopogon   

Red-throated Barbet Megalaima mystacophanos   

Mountain Barbet Megalaima monticola e  

Yellow-crowned Barbet Megalaima henricii  heard only 

Golden-naped Barbet Megalaima pulcherrima e  

Blue-eared Barbet Megalaima australis   

Bornean Barbet Megalaima eximia e  

Bornean Brown Barbet Calorhamphus [fuliginosus] tertius e  

    

PICIFORMES: Picidae    

Banded Woodpecker Picus mineaceus   

Maroon Woodpecker Blythipicus rubiginosus   

Buff-rumped Woodpecker Meiglyptes tristis   

Buff-necked Woodpecker Meiglyptes tukki   

Grey-and-buff Woodpecker Hemicircus concretus   

Great Slaty Woodpecker Mulleripicus pulverulentus  heard only 

    

PASSERIFORMES: Eurylaimidae    

Dusky Broadbill Corydon sumatranus   

Black-and-red Broadbill Cymbirhynchus macrorhynchos   

Banded Broadbill Eurylaimus javanicus   

Black-and-yellow Broadbill Eurylaimus ochromalus   

Green Broadbill Calyptomena viridis   

Hose's Broadbill Calyptomena hosii e  

Whitehead's Broadbill Calyptomena whiteheadi e  

    

PASSERIFORMES: Pittidae    

Bornean Banded Pitta Pitta [guajana] schwaneri e  

Blue-headed Pitta Pitta baudii e  

Hooded Pitta Pitta sordida   

Blue-banded Pitta Pitta arquata e  

Black-crowned Pitta Pitta ussheri e  

    

PASSERIFORMES: Hirundinidae    

Barn Swallow Hirundo rustica   

Pacific Swallow Hirundo tahitica   

    



PASSERIFORMES: Motacillidae    

Grey Wagtail Motacilla cinerea   

Pechora Pipit Anthus gustavi   

    

PASSERIFORMES: Campephagidae    

Sunda Cuckooshrike Coracina larvata   

Lesser Cuckooshrike Coracina fimbriata   

Pied Triller Lalage nigra   

Scarlet Minivet Pericrocotus speciosus   

Grey-chinned Minivet Pericrocotus solaris   

Black-winged Flycatcher-shrike Hemipus hirundinaceus   

    

PASSERIFORMES: Pycnonotidae    

Straw-headed Bulbul Pycnonotus zeylanicus   

Black-headed Bulbul Pycnonotus atriceps   

Bornean Bulbul Pycnonotus montis e  

Pale-faced Bulbul Pycnonotus [flavescens] leucops e  

Yellow-vented Bulbul Pycnonotus goiavier   

Olive-winged Bulbul Pycnonotus plumosus   

Cream-vented Bulbul Pycnonotus simplex   

Red-eyed Bulbul Pycnonotus brunneus   

Spectacled Bulbul Pycnonotus erythropthalmos   

Ochraceous Bulbul Alophoixus ochraceus   

Grey-cheeked Bulbul Alophoixus bres   

Yellow-bellied Bulbul Alophoixus phaeocephalus   

Hairy-backed Bulbul Tricholestes criniger   

Buff-vented Bulbul Iole olivacea   

Streaked Bulbul Ixos malaccensis   

Cinereous Bulbul Hemixos cinereus   

    

PASSERIFORMES: Chloropseidae    

Greater Green Leafbird Chloropsis sonnerati   

Lesser Green Leafbird Chloropsis cyanopogon   

Bornean Leafbird Chloropsis kinabaluensis e  

    

PASSERIFORMES: Aegithinidae    

Common Iora Aegithina tiphia   

Green Iora Aegithina viridissima   

    

PASSERIFORMES: Turdidae    

Bornean Whistling Thrush Myophonus borneensis e  

Orange-headed Thrush Zoothera citrina   

White-browed Shortwing Brachypteryx montana erythrogyna   

    

PASSERIFORMES: Cisticolidae    

Yellow-bellied Prinia Prinia flaviventris   

    

PASSERIFORMES: Sylviidae    

Bornean Stubtail Urosphena whiteheadi e  

Sunda Bush Warbler Cettia vulcania   

Friendly Bush Warbler Bradypterus accentor e  

Oriental Reed Warbler Acrocephalus orientalis   

Mountain Tailorbird Orthotomus cuculatus   

Dark-necked Tailorbird Orthotomus atrogularis   

Rufous-tailed Tailorbird Orthotomus sericeus   



Ashy Tailorbird Orthotomus ruficeps   

Arctic Warbler Phylloscopus borealis   

Mountain Leaf Warbler Phylloscopus trivirgatus kinabaluensis   

Yellow-breasted Warbler Seicercus montis   

Yellow-bellied Warbler Abroscopus superciliaris   

Striated Grassbird Megalurus palustris   

    

PASSERIFORMES: Muscicapidae    

Grey-chested Jungle Flycatcher Rhinomyias umbratilis   

Eye-browed Jungle Flycatcher Rhinomyias gularis e  

Grey-streaked Flycatcher Muscicapa griseisticta   

Asian Brown Flycatcher Muscicapa dauurica   

Snowy-browed Flycatcher Ficedula hyperythra   

Rufous-chested Flycatcher Ficedula dumetoria   

Little Pied Flycatcher Ficedula westermanni   

Blue-and-white Flycatcher Cyanoptila cyanomelana   

Indigo Flycatcher Eumyias indigo   

White-tailed Blue Flycatcher Cyornis concretus everetti   

Large-billed Blue Flycatcher Cyornis caerulatus   

Malaysian Blue Flycatcher Cyornis turcosus   

Bornean Blue Flycatcher Cyornis superbus e  

Grey-headed Canary Flycatcher Culicicapa ceylonensis   

Oriental Magpie Robin Copsychus saularis pluto   

White-crowned Shama Copsychus stricklandii e  

White-crowned Forktail Enicurus leschenaulti borneensis   

 Enicurus leschenaulti frontalis   

    

PASSERIFORMES: Rhipiduridae    

White-throated Fantail Rhipidura albicollis   

Pied Fantail Rhipidura javanica   

    

PASSERIFORMES: Monarchidae    

Black-naped Monarch Hypothymis azurea   

Asian Paradise Flycatcher Terpsiphone paradisi   

    

PASSERIFORMES: Pachycephalidae    

Bornean Whistler Pachycephala hypoxantha e  

    

PASSERIFORMES: Timaliidae    

Sunda Laughingthrush Garrulax palliatus   

Bare-headed Laughingthrush Melanocichla calvus e  

Rufous-hooded Laughingthrush Rhinocichla [mitratus] treacheri e  

White-chested Babbler Trichastoma rostratum   

Ferruginous Babbler Trichastoma bicolor   

Short-tailed Babbler Malacocincla malaccensis   

Moustached Babbler Malacopteron magnirostre   

Sooty-capped Babbler Malacopteron affine   

Scaly-crowned Babbler Malacopteron cinereum   

Rufous-crowned Babbler Malacopteron magnum   

Chestnut-backed Scimitar Babbler Pomatorhinus montanus  heard only 

Bornean Ground Babbler Ptilocichla leucogrammica e  

Striped Wren Babbler Kenopia striata   

Black-throated Wren Babbler Napothera atrigularis e  

Mountain Wren Babbler Napothera crassa e  

Grey-throated Babbler Stachyris nigriceps   

Grey-headed Babbler Stachyris poliocephala   



White-necked Babbler Stachyris leucotis   

Black-throated Babbler Stachyris nigricollis  heard only 

Chestnut-rumped Babbler Stachyris maculata   

Chestnut-winged Babbler Stachyris erythroptera   

Bold-striped Tit Babbler Macronous bornensis   

Fluffy-backed Tit Babbler Macronous ptilosus   

Brown Fulvetta Alcippe brunneicauda   

Chestnut-crested Yuhina Yuhina everetti e  

White-browed Shrike Babbler Pteruthius flaviscops   

White-bellied Erpornis Erpornis zantholeuca   

    

PASSERIFORMES: Acanthizidae    

Golden-bellied Gerygone Gerygone sulphurea  heard only 

    

PASSERIFORMES: Sittidae    

Velvet-fronted Nuthatch Sitta frontalis   

    

PASSERIFORMES: Nectariniidae    

Ruby-cheeked Sunbird Chalcoparia singalensis   

Plain Sunbird Anthreptes simplex   

Brown-throated Sunbird Anthreptes malacensis   

Red-throated Sunbird Anthreptes rhodolaema   

Purple-naped Sunbird Hypogramma hypogrammicum   

Olive-backed Sunbird Cinnyris jugularis   

Crimson Sunbird Aethopyga siparaja   

Temminck's Sunbird Aethopyga temminckii   

Spectacled Spiderhunter Arachnothera flavigaster   

Long-billed Spiderhunter Arachnothera robusta   

Little Spiderhunter Arachnothera longirostra   

Yellow-eared Spiderhunter Arachnothera chrysogenys   

Streaky-breasted Spiderhunter Arachnothera affinis everetti   

Grey-breasted Spiderhunter Arachnothera modesta   

Whitehead's Spiderhunter Arachnothera juliae e  

    

PASSERIFORMES: Dicaeidae    

Yellow-breasted Flowerpecker Prionochilus maculatus   

Yellow-rumped Flowerpecker Prionochilus xanthopygius e  

Orange-bellied Flowerpecker Dicaeum trigonostigma   

Black-sided Flowerpecker Dicaeum monticolum e  

Scarlet-backed Flowerpecker Dicaeum cruentatum   

    

PASSERIFORMES: Zosteropidae    

Black-capped White-eye Zosterops atricapillus   

Everett's White-eye Zosterops everetti   

Pygmy Ibon Oculocincta squamifrons e  

Mountain Black-eye Chlorocharis emiliae e  

    

PASSERIFORMES: Oriolidae    

Dark-throated Oriole Oriolus xanthonotus   

Black-and-crimson Oriole Oriolus cruentus   

    

PASSERIFORMES: Irenidae    

Asian Fairy Bluebird Irena puella   

    

PASSERIFORMES: Laniidae    



Brown Shrike Lanius cristatus   

    

PASSERIFORMES: Prionopidae    

Rufous-winged Philentoma Philentoma pyrhopterum   

Maroon-breasted Philentoma Philentoma velatum   

    

PASSERIFORMES: Dicruridae    

Sunda [Ashy] Drongo Dicrurus leucophaeus stigmatops   

Bronzed Drongo Dicrurus aeneus   

Hair-crested Drongo Dicrurus hottentottus borneensis   

Greater Racket-tailed Drongo Dicrurus paradiseus   

    

PASSERIFORMES: Artamidae    

White-breasted Woodswallow Artamus leucorynchus   

    

PASSERIFORMES: Pityriaseidae    

Bristlehead Pityriasis gymnocephala e  

    

PASSERIFORMES: Corvidae    

Crested Jay Platylophus galericulatus coronatus   

Short-tailed Magpie Cissa thalassina   

Bornean Treepie Dendrocitta cinerascens e  

Slender-billed Crow Corvus enca compilator   

    

PASSERIFORMES: Sturnidae    

Asian Glossy Starling Aplonis panayensis   

Common Hill Myna Gracula religiosa   

Crested Myna Acridotheres cristatellus   

Chestnut-cheeked Starling Sturnus philippensis   

    

PASSERIFORMES: Estrildidae    

Dusky Munia Lonchura fuscans e  

White-bellied Munia Lonchura leucogastra   

Black-headed Munia Lonchura atricapilla   

    

PASSERIFORMES: Passeridae    

Eurasian Tree Sparrow Passer montanus   

    

    

MAMMALS    

Mountain Treeshrew Tupaia montana   

Lesser Treeshrew Tupaia minor   

Large Treeshrew Tupaia tana   

Maroon Langur Presbytis rubicunda   

Sunda Silvered Langur Presbytis cristata   

Proboscis Monkey Nasalis larvatus   

Long-tailed Macaque Macaca fascicularis   

Bornean Gibbon Hylobates muelleri   

Bornean Orang-utan Pongo pygmaeus   

Prevost's Squirrel Callosciurus prevostii   

Kinabalu Squirrel Callosciurus baluensis   

Plantain Squirrel Callosciurus notatus   

Bornean Black-banded Squirrel Callosciurus orestes   

Low's Squirrel Sundasciurus lowii   

Jentink's Squirrel Sundasciurus jentinki   



Brooke's Squirrel Sundasciurus brookei   

Bornean Mountain Ground Squirrel Dremomys everetti   

Thomas's Flying Squirrel Aeromys thomasi   

Red Giant Flying Squirrel Petaurista petaurista   

Dark-tailed Tree Rat Niviventer cremoriventer   

Malay Civet (Tangalung) Viverra tangalunga   

Common Palm Civet Paradoxurus hermaphroditus   

Masked Palm Civet Paguma larvata   

Short-tailed Mongoose Herpestes brachyurus   

Bornean Pygmy Elephant Elephas maximus   

Bearded Pig Sus barbatus   

Lesser Mouse-Deer Tragulus javanicus   

Greater Mouse-Deer Tragulus napu   

Sambar Deer Cervus unicolor   

    

Birds of the tour    

1 Bristlehead   

2 Blue-banded Pitta   

3 Bornean Banded Pitta   

4 Whitehead's Trogon   

5 Short-tailed Magpie   
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