
  
  

  

 Sabah, Borneo 
 

5th – 17th August 2009 
 

Leader: Rob Hutchinson 
 

Participants:  
Mike and Susan Nelson 

 

 
 

Whitehead’s Broadbill, Tambunan © Rob Hutchinson/Birdtour Asia 
 
This custom tour while focusing and the amazing birds and mammals of Borneo also indulged Mike’s 
passion for photography and sound-recording of birds songs, all with outstanding results! The birds 
performed brilliantly with highlights difficult to choose although Bristlehead, obliging Whitehead’s Trogon, 
Whitehead’s Broadbill, some well behaved pitta’s, spectacular hornbills and photogenic owls were notable 
and mammals included the ‘Old-man-of-the-forest’, entertaining Proboscis Monkeys, pug-faced Maroon 
Leaf Monkey's, Leopard Cat, Moon Rat and a Red Giant Flying Squirrel in full flight. 
 
Our tour began with a mid-morning flight across Sabah from Kota Kinabalu to Sandakan with the forested 
Crocker Mountain Range and the jagged granite peak of Mount Kinabalu whetting our appetite for latter 
adventures. Our birding began in the leafy gardens of our lodge at Sepilok where we found Spectacled 
Spiderhunter, Long-tailed Parakeet, and striking Black-and-red Broadbills among the commoner birds. 
After lunch we headed to the world-famous Orang-utan rehabilitation centre. Bornean Orang-utans were 
thin on the ground at feeding time as natural fruit is abundant at this time of year but we saw one 
entertaining individual and enjoyed the antics of the accompanying Long-tailed and Sunda Pig-tailed 
Macaques. As the afternoon heat became more bearable we took to the recently constructed canopy 
walkway for a different perspective on the forest. Fiery Minivets added colour then a stunning Violet 
Cuckoo sang at eye level and a group of Blue-rumped Parrots gave a fly-past. Our ears were ever alert for 
the calls of our main target and before long the “meowing” calls did indeed draw our attention to a group 
of five Bristleheads moving through the distant canopy. After great scope looks we positioned ourselves in 



their flight path to enjoy these strawberry-headed crows right overhead. Chuffed as we were to have one 
of the most desirable endemics already under the belt there was still time to find a handsome Rufous-
collared Kingfisher lurking in a dark gully nearby. 
The next morning the Sepilok forest brought another rush of new birds including Bornean Black Magpie, 
Black-backed Kingfisher, Abbott’s Babbler Grey-cheeked and Hairy-backed Bulbuls, and a Black-capped 
Babbler stalking across the road. The most spectacular birds came in a rush, with a pair of Scarlet-rumped 
Trogon and a male Red-naped Trogon appearing together and a calling male Banded Kingfisher nearby. 
The journey to the Kinabatangan River was broken by a pair of Bat Hawks guarding a nest in a roadside 
tree and a surprise pair of Long-tailed Shrikes which given the time of year might be recently colonists to 
this area. Having settled into our Lodge on the banks of the river we made our first foray by boat in the 
afternoon. Our four boat excursions onto the river gave an excellent selection of the rich diversity; the 
endangered Storm’s Stork and Lesser Adjutant were seen several times, raptors were conspicuous with 
Lesser and Grey-headed Fish Eagles sticking to the waterways while Crested Goshawk, Rufous-bellied 
Eagle, and Crested Serpent Eagle were overhead. Wallace’s Hawk Eagle showed nicely perched on the 
river bank but the diminutive White-fronted Falconet was a little more distant. The open views from the 
river give good opportunities to spot birds perched in the treetops and indeed we found Little, Pink-necked 
and Thick-billed Green Pigeons, Green Imperial Pigeons, Long-tailed Parakeets, many Blue-crowned 
Hanging Parrots, Bornean Brown Barbet, Common Hill Myna, Lesser Cuckooshrike, Black-winged 
Flycatcher-shrike and a Moustached Hawk Cuckoo gave a couple of amazing close fly-bys as it crossed the 
river.  
 

   
 

Colourful broadbills included Black-and-Red Broadbill along the Kinabatangan River and Black-
and-Yellow Broadbill at Danum Valley          © Rob Hutchinson/Birdtour Asia 

 
White-chested Babbler and Malaysian Blue Flycatcher are common along the river banks and we also 
teased out a nice Hooded Pitta on one occasion. 
Even in the midday heat, the forest around out lodge added our first Ferruginous Babbler, Rufous Piculet, 
Asian Fairy Bluebird, and amazing close views of Fluffy-backed Tit Babbler. 
Hornbills were conspicuous here as always with Oriental Pied and Black the commonest species but 
several sightings of Rhinoceros Hornbill and a pair of Wreathed.  
The mammals were a great highlight of course, headed by the unique ‘big-nose’ Proboscis Monkeys, but 
also including Sunda Silvered Leaf Monkey, Sunda Pig-tailed Macaque and Long-tailed Macaque. 
The night boat ride after dinner gave nice close looks at Buffy Fish Owl together with roosting Blue-eared 
Kingfisher and Black-and-Red Broadbill, while Brown Wood Owl showed and posed for photos in the lodge 
garden and a cute Malay Civet visited. 
As we left the river we called in at Gomantong Caves to be enthralled by the huge caves housing 
thousands of bats, swiftlets of four species; Glossy, Black-nest, Mossy-nest and Edible-nest, besides an 
amazing array of creepy-crawlies keeping the ecosystem in balance. The nearby forest wasn’t to be 
outdone with our only Crimson-breasted Flowerpecker of the tour and a Black-and-yellow Broadbill 
battling a huge insect at close range. In the late afternoon we arrived at Borneo Rainforest Lodge, a 
luxurious retreat set on the river bank amidst glorious rainforest. Our 3½ days here provided continual 
entertainment as we explored the forest trails, roadside and impressive canopy walkway. Blue-headed 
Pittas were obliging, approaching to close range, a Black-crowned Pitta sang unconcerned from high above 
our heads, and a couple of Bornean Banded Pittas simply shone from the forest floor. Giant Pitta and Blue-
banded Pitta were typically more elusive, both heard only. Other skulkers giving good views were Striped 



Wren Babbler, Bornean Ground Babbler and Black-throated Wren Babbler but the Diard's Trogon was 
decidedly more colourful. 
Hornbills were abundant with Rhinoceros, Bushy-crested and Wreathed seen daily, Helmeted appeared 
once although we heard their impressive call often, and we were lucky enough to find a pair of Wrinkled 
Hornbills on our drive into the area, having missed them on the Kinabatangan River. 
The impressive canopy walkway which reaches nearly 40 meters above the forest floor in places, gives a 
unique insight into the birds that inhabit these lofty environs and we revelled in amazing close views of 
Black-and-yellow Broadbill, Whiskered Treeswift, and watched a procession of birds come to bathe in the 
natural pools of a forest giant; Yellow-crowned Barbet and a Thick-billed Spiderhunter in particular taking 
the opportunity to clean themselves and cool down. 
 
Birds of the forest floor included a very obliging Chestnut-necklaced Partridge, ‘Bornean’ Crested Firebacks 
with their distinctive yellow tails fed around the lodge chalets and an immense male Great Argus which 
crept through the under-story with great prowess at close range. 
 

   
 

Two of Borneo’s spectacular endemic pittas; Black-crowned Pitta (left) and Blue-headed Pitta 
(right), photographed at Danum Valley                                © Rob Hutchinson/Birdtour Asia 

 

    
 
This distinctive race of Banded Pitta (left) is usually treated as a separate species. Bristlehead 
(right) is one of Borneo’s most desirable endemics, we were fortunate to see them on the very 
first afternoon of the tour!                                                © Rob Hutchinson/Birdtour Asia 

 



Other highlights of the stay included another Moustached Hawk Cuckoo, Red-bearded Bee-eater, Bornean 
and Large-billed Blue Flycatchers, Rufous-tailed Shama, Spotted Fantail, vociferous Dusky Broadbills, the 
scarce Olive-backed Woodpecker, prolonged views of the mighty Great Slaty Woodpecker, a perched 
Jerdon’s Baza, Great-billed Heron, White-bellied Erpornis, endemic Yellow-rumped Flowerpecker, Dark-
throated Oriole, Crested Jay, and a whole host of babblers including the scarce Grey-headed Babbler, 
entertaining Short-tailed Babbler and striking Chestnut-backed Scimitar Babbler. 
Night drives give good opportunities for mammals and we logged Thomas’s Flying Squirrel, Red Giant 
Flying Squirrel, Lesser Mouse Deer, Malay Civet and Leopard cat among others although the highlight was 
undoubtedly the petite Reddish Scops Owl perched obligingly on the roadside. Mammals seen during the 
day time included more sightings of Bornean Orang-utans, Maroon Leaf Monkey's and at dusk a Red Giant 
Flying Squirrel drew a round of applause from the guests as it performed a spectacular ‘fly-by’ at the 
lodge. 
Collecting our only Paddyfield Pipit of the tour at Lahad Datu airport en-route we continued to Kota 
Kinabalu for an overnight stay. We set off early the next day to the Rafflesia reserve at Tambunan, 
arriving pre-dawn but frustratingly both Mountain Scops Owl and Bornean Frogmouth were only heard. As 
dawn arrived good birds appeared thick-and-fast; roadside Temminck’s Babbler, Mountain and Bornean 
Barbets, Bornean Leafbirds and best of all, a pair of iridescent green Whitehead’s Broadbill gorging on 
fruits. 
Further explorations added Bornean Bulbul, Cinereous Bulbul, the only Yellow-bellied Warblers of the tour 
and an exquisite party of Pygmy White-eyes, but a Fruithunter didn’t hang around long enough for all to 
enjoy on this occasion. 
As we headed off a soaring raptor bought about an emergency stop and we jumped out to enjoy a 
Mountain Serpent Eagle overhead. By the afternoon we were settled into our resort on the slopes of Mount 
Kinabalu and ready to start our exploration of Borneo’s montane endemic hotspot. Our 2 ½ days on the 
mountain were marked by excellent birding and unusually fine weather. Exciting mixed feeding flocks kept 
us on our toes with Rufous-hooded Laughingthrush, Sunda Laughingthrush, Short-tailed Magpie and Hair-
crested Drongo providing much of the noise and colour while smaller fare included White-throated Fantail, 
Bornean Whistler, Mountain Leaf Warbler, Yellow-breasted Warbler, Black-capped White-eye and Grey-
throated Babblers in the understory. Other occasional treats were Maroon Woodpeckers, Checker-throated 
Woodpeckers, and our very first flock on the first afternoon gave the bizarre-looking Bare-headed 
Laughingthrush booming out their amazing duet with blue neck-pouches inflated as they did so! 
 

   
 
Two of the ‘Whitehead’s trio’; Whitehead’s Broadbill (left) at Tambunan and Whitehead’s 
Trogon on Mount Kinabalu      © Rob Hutchinson (left) and tour participant Mike Nelson (right) 
 
Whitehead’s Trogon didn’t keep us in suspense for too long this time with a fantastic pair giving prolonged 
‘scope views as soon as the first morning, although a nearby Whitehead’s Spiderhunter proved more 
elusive, uttering its remarkable wheezy song but giving little more than glimpses as he passed overhead 
several times. We also had more views of Whitehead’s Broadbill glowing in the canopy and finally got 
satisfying looks at a pair of Fruithunters. Down in the under-story an obliging Bornean Stubtail bounced 
from side-to-side along a branch while excitedly giving his super high pitched song, Mountain Wren 
Babbler were vocal and entertaining,  and a male White-browed Shortwing also gave fine looks although 
he was upstaged by the female hopping around in the restaurant flowerbeds! 



The higher reaches of the mountain gave repeated views of Mountain Black-eyes but the Friendly Bush 
Warblers didn’t appear to be living up to their name as we found none during an energetic hike up the 
summit trail, only to find one almost where we had begun upon our return! 
Eye-browed Jungle Flycatcher proved elusive initially but then gave fine views and we were even lucky 
enough to hear them singing. Night excursions didn’t give us any views of Mountain Scops Owls so we 
were more than delighted to find an obliging bird at day-roost which proved very photogenic. 
Crimson-headed Partridge finally gave good views after a cat-and-mouse chase and a large group of Giant 
Swiftlets showed well overhead on one morning. 
Other birds during our stay were White-crowned Forktail (here of the race borneensis, which recent 
evidence suggests may be a different species to lowland frontalis), Bornean Whistling Thrush, Orange-
headed Thrush, Golden-naped Barbet, Snowy-browed Flycatcher, ubiquitous Chestnut-crested Yuhina, 
Sunda Bush Warbler, Mountain Tailorbird, more Temminck’s Babbler, Black-sided Flowerpecker, striking 
Temminck’s Sunbird, Indigo Flycatcher and we also heard the scarce Bock's Hawk Cuckoo. 
Our final morning saw us high on the mountain pre-dawn and our quarry appeared right on cue at first 
light, a group of Pale-faced Bulbuls feeding in flowering bushes before heading to the nearby lights to 
feast on moths attracted overnight. This split from Flavescent Bulbul has been popular among birders for 
some time so it is nice to see it adopted in the latest field guide to the island. We then headed off quickly 
to the Rafflesia reserve once more, arriving in time to make the most of the last of the morning cool and 
added Black-and-crimson Oriole, Velvet-fronted Nuthatch, Bar-winged Flycatcher Shrike, Golden-bellied 
Gerygone to our tally together with other good birds seen previously including Mountain Barbet and 
delightful Pygmy White-eyes. In the late afternoon we had time some final birding at Likas Lagoons before 
international departures and this new habitat added yet more new birds; Wandering Whistling Duck, 
Black-backed Swamphen, and Rufous Night Heron being the highlights besides Cinnamon Bittern, Pacific 
Reef Heron, Pied Triller and Germain’s Swiftlet. 
Our tour total was 287 species including 16 heard only. 
 

   
 
Both Rufous-hooded Laughingthrush (left) and Short-tailed Magpie (right) often feed on moths 
attracted to the lights at Mount Kinabalu in the early morning, allowing great viewing    
 
For information regarding our tours to Borneo please click here. Alternatively please contact us via e-mail 
or phone +44 1332 516254 regarding organising a custom tour to Borneo.   
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Photos from the tour 
 
 

   
 
A fine selection of owls were seen including Buffy Fish Owl (above left) and Brown Wood Owl 
(above right) on the Kinabatangan River. This Reddish Scops Owl (bottom left) was a surprise 
find sitting quietly by the roadside during a night-drive at Danum Valley while the Mountain 
Scops Owl (bottom right) was found roosting during the day on Mount Kinabalu. 
© Rob Hutchinson/Birdtour Asia 
 

   
 



   
 
The nomadic Fruithunter (left) was found at two sites in the mountains while the sometimes 
inconspicuous Eye-browed Jungle Flycatcher was eventually tracked down at Mount Kinabalu. 
Both species are endemic to the mountains of Borneo.               © Rob Hutchinson/Birdtour Asia 
 

   
 
Pygmy White-eye (left) is one of the trickier endemics to see, this one was at Tambunan. Pale-
faced Bulbul (right) is a recently adopted split from Flavescent Bulbul and adds to a long list of 
Bornean endemics.                                                                         © Rob Hutchinson/Birdtour Asia 
 
 
Systematic Bird List    

    

PELECANIFORMES: Anhingidae    

Oriental Darter Anhinga melanogaster   

    

CICONIIFORMES: Ardeidae    

Great-billed Heron Ardea sumatrana   

Purple Heron Ardea purpurea   

Eastern Great Egret Ardea [alba] modesta   

Intermediate Egret Egretta intermedia   

Little Egret Egretta garzetta   



Pacific Reef Heron Egretta sacra   

Eastern Cattle Egret Bubulcus coromandus   

Black-crowned Night Heron Nycticorax nycticorax   

Rufous Night Heron Nycticorax caledonicus   

Cinnamon Bittern Ixobrychus cinnamomeus   

    

CICONIIFORMES: Ciconiidae    

Storm's Stork Ciconia stormi   

Lesser Adjutant Leptoptilos javanicus   

    

ANSERIFORMES: Anatidae    

Wandering Whistling Duck Dendrocygna arcuata   

    

FALCONIFORMES: Accipitridae    

Jerdon's Baza Aviceda jerdoni   

Oriental Honey Buzzard Pernis ptilorhynchus   

Bat Hawk Macheiramphus alcinus   

Black-shouldered Kite Elanus caeruleus   

Brahminy Kite Haliastur indus   

White-bellied Sea Eagle Haliaeetus leucogaster   

Lesser Fish Eagle Ichthyophaga humilis   

Grey-headed Fish Eagle Ichthyophaga ichthyaetus   

Mountain Serpent Eagle Spilornis kinabaluensis e  

Crested Serpent Eagle Spilornis cheela   

Crested Goshawk Accipiter trivirgatus   

Black Eagle Ictinaetus malayensis   

Rufous-bellied Eagle Aquila kienerii   

Changeable Hawk Eagle Nisaetus limnaetus  Leader only 

Blyth's Hawk Eagle Nisaetus alboniger  Heard only 

Wallace's Hawk Eagle Nisaetus nanus   

    

FALCONIFORMES: Falconidae    

White-fronted Falconet Microhierax latifrons e  

    

GALLIFORMES: Phasianidae    

Great Argus Argusianus argus   

Red-breasted Partridge Arborophila hyperythra e Heard only 

Chestnut-necklaced Partridge Arborophila charltonii   

Crimson-headed Partridge Haematortyx sanguiniceps e  

Bornean [Crested] Fireback Lophura nobilis e  

    

GRUIFORMES: Rallidae    

White-breasted Waterhen Amaurornis phoenicurus   

Black-backed Swamphen Porphyrio indicus   

Common Moorhen Gallinula chloropus   

    

CHARADRIIFORMES: Scolopacidae    

Wood Sandpiper Tringa glareola   

Common Sandpiper Actitis hypoleucos   

    

CHARADRIIFORMES: Sternidae    

Little Tern Sterna albifrons   

    

COLUMBIFORMES: Columbidae    

Rock Pigeon Columba livia   

Spotted Dove Streptopelia chinensis   

Ruddy Cuckoo Dove Macropygia emiliana   

Little Cuckoo Dove Macropygia ruficeps   



Emerald Dove Chalcophaps indica   

Peaceful Dove Geopelia striata   

Little Green Pigeon Treron olax   

Pink-necked Green Pigeon Treron vernans   

Thick-billed Green Pigeon Treron curvirostra   

Green Imperial Pigeon Ducula aenea   

Mountain Imperial Pigeon Ducula badia   

    

PSITTACIFORMES: Psittacidae    

Blue-rumped Parrot Psittinus cyanurus   

Long-tailed Parakeet Psittacula longicauda   

Blue-crowned Hanging Parrot Loriculus galgulus   

    

CUCULIFORMES: Cuculidae    

Bock's Hawk Cuckoo Cuculus [sparverioides] bocki  Heard only 

Moustached Hawk Cuckoo Cuculus vagans   

Sunda Cuckoo Cuculus lepidus  Heard only 

Banded Bay Cuckoo Cacomantis sonneratii   

Plaintive Cuckoo Cacomantis merulinus   

Malaysian Bronze Cuckoo Chrysococcyx minutillus  Heard only 

Violet Cuckoo Chrysococcyx xanthorhynchus   

Asian Drongo Cuckoo Surniculus lugubris  Heard only 

Black-bellied Malkoha Phaenicophaeus diardi   

Raffles's Malkoha Phaenicophaeus chlorophaeus   

Chestnut-breasted Malkoha Phaenicophaeus curvirostris   

Short-toed Coucal Centropus rectunguis  Heard only 

Greater Coucal Centropus sinensis   

    

STRIGIFORMES: Strigidae    

Reddish Scops Owl Otus rufescens   

Mountain Scops Owl Otus spilocephalus   

Buffy Fish Owl Ketupa ketupu   

Brown Wood Owl Strix leptogrammica leptogrammica   

    

CAPRIMULGIFORMES: Podargidae    

Bornean Frogmouth Batrachostomus mixtus e Heard only 

    

APODIFORMES: Apodidae    

Giant Swiftlet Hydrochous gigas   

Glossy Swiftlet Collocalia esculenta   

Bornean Swiftlet Collocalia dodgei   

Mossy-nest Swiftlet Aerodramus salangana   

Black-nest Swiftlet Aerodramus maximus   

Germain's Swiftlet Aerodramus germani   

Edible-nest Swiftlet Aerodramus fuciphagus   

Silver-rumped Needletail Rhaphidura leucopygialis   

Brown-backed Needletail Hirundapus giganteus   

Asian Palm Swift Cypsiurus balasiensis   

House Swift Apus [affinis] nipalensis   

    

APODIFORMES: Hemiprocnidae    

Grey-rumped Treeswift Hemiprocne longipennis   

Whiskered Treeswift Hemiprocne comata   

    

TROGONIFORMES: Trogonidae    

Red-naped Trogon Harpactes kasumba   

Diard's Trogon Harpactes diardii   

Whitehead's Trogon Harpactes whiteheadi e  



Scarlet-rumped Trogon Harpactes duvaucelii   

    

CORACIIFORMES: Alcedinidae    

Blue-eared Kingfisher Alcedo meninting   

Black-backed Kingfisher Ceyx erithacus   

Banded Kingfisher Lacedo pulchella melanops    

Stork-billed Kingfisher Pelargopsis capensis   

Collared Kingfisher Todirhamphus chloris   

Rufous-collared Kingfisher Actenoides concretus   

    

CORACIIFORMES: Meropidae    

Red-bearded Bee-eater Nyctyornis amictus   

Blue-throated Bee-eater Merops viridis   

    

CORACIIFORMES: Coraciidae    

Dollarbird Eurystomus orientalis   

    

CORACIIFORMES: Bucerotidae    

Oriental Pied Hornbill Anthracoceros albirostris   

Black Hornbill Anthracoceros malayanus   

Rhinoceros Hornbill Buceros rhinoceros   

Helmeted Hornbill Buceros vigil   

Bushy-crested Hornbill Anorrhinus galeritus   

White-crowned Hornbill Aceros comatus  Heard only 

Wrinkled Hornbill Aceros corrugatus   

Wreathed Hornbill Aceros undulatus   

    

PICIFORMES: Capitonidae    

Gold-whiskered Barbet Megalaima chrysopogon   

Red-throated Barbet Megalaima mystacophanos  Heard only 

Mountain Barbet Megalaima monticola e  

Yellow-crowned Barbet Megalaima henricii   

Golden-naped Barbet Megalaima pulcherrima e  

Blue-eared Barbet Megalaima australis   

Bornean Barbet Megalaima eximia e  

Bornean Brown Barbet Calorhamphus [fuliginosus] tertius e  

    

PICIFORMES: Picidae    

Rufous Piculet Sasia abnormis   

Sunda Woodpecker Dendrocopos moluccensis   

Rufous Woodpecker Celeus brachyurus   

White-bellied Woodpecker Dryocopus javensis   

Crimson-winged Woodpecker Picus puniceus   

Checker-throated Woodpecker Picus mentalis   

Olive-backed Woodpecker Dinopium rafflesii   

Maroon Woodpecker Blythipicus rubiginosus   

Buff-rumped Woodpecker Meiglyptes tristis   

Buff-necked Woodpecker Meiglyptes tukki   

Grey-and-buff Woodpecker Hemicircus concretus   

Great Slaty Woodpecker Mulleripicus pulverulentus   

    

PASSERIFORMES: Eurylaimidae    

Dusky Broadbill Corydon sumatranus   

Black-and-red Broadbill Cymbirhynchus macrorhynchos   

Banded Broadbill Eurylaimus javanicus  Heard only 

Black-and-yellow Broadbill Eurylaimus ochromalus   

Green Broadbill Calyptomena viridis  Heard only 

Whitehead's Broadbill Calyptomena whiteheadi e  



    

PASSERIFORMES: Pittidae    

Giant Pitta Pitta caerulea  Heard only 

Bornean Banded Pitta Pitta [guajana] schwaneri e  

Blue-headed Pitta Pitta baudii e  

Hooded Pitta Pitta sordida   

Blue-banded Pitta Pitta arquata e Heard only 

Black-crowned Pitta Pitta ussheri e  

    

PASSERIFORMES: Hirundinidae    

Barn Swallow Hirundo rustica   

Pacific Swallow Hirundo tahitica   

    

PASSERIFORMES: Motacillidae    

Grey Wagtail Motacilla cinerea   

Paddyfield Pipit Anthus rufulus   

    

PASSERIFORMES: Campephagidae    

Sunda Cuckooshrike Coracina larvata   

Lesser Cuckooshrike Coracina fimbriata   

Pied Triller Lalage nigra   

Fiery Minivet Pericrocotus igneus   

Scarlet Minivet Pericrocotus speciosus   

Grey-chinned Minivet Pericrocotus solaris   

Bar-winged Flycatcher-shrike Hemipus picatus   

Black-winged Flycatcher-shrike Hemipus hirundinaceus   

    

PASSERIFORMES: Pycnonotidae    

Straw-headed Bulbul Pycnonotus zeylanicus   

Black-headed Bulbul Pycnonotus atriceps   

Bornean Bulbul Pycnonotus montis e  

Puff-backed Bulbul Pycnonotus eutilotus   

Pale-faced Bulbul Pycnonotus [flavescens] leucops e  

Yellow-vented Bulbul Pycnonotus goiavier   

Olive-winged Bulbul Pycnonotus plumosus   

Cream-vented Bulbul Pycnonotus simplex   

Red-eyed Bulbul Pycnonotus brunneus   

Spectacled Bulbul Pycnonotus erythropthalmos   

Ochraceous Bulbul Alophoixus ochraceus   

Grey-cheeked Bulbul Alophoixus bres   

Yellow-bellied Bulbul Alophoixus phaeocephalus   

Hairy-backed Bulbul Tricholestes criniger   

Buff-vented Bulbul Iole olivacea   

Streaked Bulbul Ixos malaccensis   

Cinereous Bulbul Hemixos cinereus   

    

PASSERIFORMES: Chloropseidae    

Greater Green Leafbird Chloropsis sonnerati   

Lesser Green Leafbird Chloropsis cyanopogon   

Bornean Leafbird Chloropsis kinabaluensis e  

    

PASSERIFORMES: Aegithinidae    

Common Iora Aegithina tiphia   

Green Iora Aegithina viridissima   

    

PASSERIFORMES: Turdidae    

Bornean Whistling Thrush Myophonus borneensis e  

Orange-headed Thrush Zoothera citrina   



Fruit-hunter Chlamydochaera jefferyi e  

White-browed Shortwing Brachypteryx montana erythrogyna   

    

PASSERIFORMES: Cisticolidae    

Yellow-bellied Prinia Prinia flaviventris   

    

PASSERIFORMES: Sylviidae    

Bornean Stubtail Urosphena whiteheadi e  

Sunda Bush Warbler Cettia vulcania   

Friendly Bush Warbler Bradypterus accentor e  

Mountain Tailorbird Orthotomus cuculatus   

Dark-necked Tailorbird Orthotomus atrogularis   

Rufous-tailed Tailorbird Orthotomus sericeus   

Ashy Tailorbird Orthotomus ruficeps   

Mountain Leaf Warbler Phylloscopus trivirgatus kinabaluensis   

Yellow-breasted Warbler Seicercus montis   

Yellow-bellied Warbler Abroscopus superciliaris   

Striated Grassbird Megalurus palustris   

    

PASSERIFORMES: Muscicapidae    

Eye-browed Jungle Flycatcher Rhinomyias gularis e  

Snowy-browed Flycatcher Ficedula hyperythra   

Little Pied Flycatcher Ficedula westermanni   

Verditer Flycatcher Eumyias thalassina   

Indigo Flycatcher Eumyias indigo   

Large-billed Blue Flycatcher Cyornis caerulatus   

Malaysian Blue Flycatcher Cyornis turcosus   

Bornean Blue Flycatcher Cyornis superbus e  

Grey-headed Canary Flycatcher Culicicapa ceylonensis  Heard only 

Oriental Magpie Robin Copsychus saularis pluto   

White-crowned Shama Copsychus stricklandii e  

Rufous-tailed Shama Trichixos pyrropyga   

White-crowned Forktail Enicurus leschenaulti borneensis   

 Enicurus leschenaulti frontalis   

    

PASSERIFORMES: Rhipiduridae    

White-throated Fantail Rhipidura albicollis   

Pied Fantail Rhipidura javanica   

Spotted Fantail Rhipidura perlata   

    

PASSERIFORMES: Monarchidae    

Black-naped Monarch Hypothymis azurea   

Asian Paradise Flycatcher Terpsiphone paradisi   

    

PASSERIFORMES: Pachycephalidae    

Bornean Whistler Pachycephala hypoxantha e  

    

PASSERIFORMES: Timaliidae    

Sunda Laughingthrush Garrulax palliatus   

Bare-headed Laughingthrush Melanocichla calvus e  

Rufous-hooded Laughingthrush Rhinocichla [mitratus] treacheri e  

White-browed Shrike Babbler Pteruthius flaviscapis   

White-chested Babbler Trichastoma rostratum   

Ferruginous Babbler Trichastoma bicolor   

Abbott's Babbler Malacocincla abbotti   

Short-tailed Babbler Malacocincla malaccensis   

Temminck's Babbler Pellorneum pyrrogenys   

Black-capped Babbler Pellorneum capistratum   



Moustached Babbler Malacopteron magnirostre   

Sooty-capped Babbler Malacopteron affine   

Scaly-crowned Babbler Malacopteron cinereum   

Rufous-crowned Babbler Malacopteron magnum   

Chestnut-backed Scimitar Babbler Pomatorhinus montanus   

Bornean Ground Babbler Ptilocichla leucogrammica e  

Striped Wren Babbler Kenopia striata   

Black-throated Wren Babbler Napothera atrigularis e  

Mountain Wren Babbler Napothera crassa e  

Grey-throated Babbler Stachyris nigriceps   

Grey-headed Babbler Stachyris poliocephala   

White-necked Babbler Stachyris leucotis  Heard only 

Chestnut-rumped Babbler Stachyris maculata   

Chestnut-winged Babbler Stachyris erythroptera   

Bold-striped Tit Babbler Macronous bornensis   

Fluffy-backed Tit Babbler Macronous ptilosus   

Brown Fulvetta Alcippe brunneicauda   

Chestnut-crested Yuhina Yuhina everetti e  

    

PASSERIFORMES: Acanthizidae    

Golden-bellied Gerygone Gerygone sulphurea   

    

PASSERIFORMES: Sittidae    

Velvet-fronted Nuthatch Sitta frontalis   

    

PASSERIFORMES: Nectariniidae    

Ruby-cheeked Sunbird Chalcoparia singalensis   

Plain Sunbird Anthreptes simplex   

Brown-throated Sunbird Anthreptes malacensis   

Purple-throated Sunbird Leptocoma sperata brasiliana   

Olive-backed Sunbird Cinnyris jugularis   

Crimson Sunbird Aethopyga siparaja   

Temminck's Sunbird Aethopyga temminckii   

Thick-billed Spiderhunter Arachnothera crassirostris   

Spectacled Spiderhunter Arachnothera flavigaster   

Little Spiderhunter Arachnothera longirostra   

Yellow-eared Spiderhunter Arachnothera chrysogenys   

Streaky-breasted Spiderhunter Arachnothera affinis everetti   

Whitehead's Spiderhunter Arachnothera juliae e  

    

PASSERIFORMES: Dicaeidae    

Yellow-breasted Flowerpecker Prionochilus maculatus   

Crimson-breasted Flowerpecker Prionochilus percussus   

Yellow-rumped Flowerpecker Prionochilus xanthopygius e  

Thick-billed Flowerpecker Dicaeum agile   

Yellow-vented Flowerpecker Dicaeum chrysorrheum   

Orange-bellied Flowerpecker Dicaeum trigonostigma   

Black-sided Flowerpecker Dicaeum monticolum e  

Scarlet-backed Flowerpecker Dicaeum cruentatum   

    

PASSERIFORMES: Zosteropidae    

Black-capped White-eye Zosterops atricapillus   

Pygmy Ibon Oculocincta squamifrons e  

Mountain Black-eye Chlorocharis emiliae e  

    

PASSERIFORMES: Oriolidae    

Dark-throated Oriole Oriolus xanthonotus   

Black-and-crimson Oriole Oriolus cruentus   



    

PASSERIFORMES: Irenidae    

Asian Fairy Bluebird Irena puella   

    

PASSERIFORMES: Laniidae    

Long-tailed Shrike Lanius schach   

    

PASSERIFORMES: Prionopidae    

Rufous-winged Philentoma Philentoma pyrhopterum   

    

PASSERIFORMES: Dicruridae    

Sunda [Ashy] Drongo Dicrurus leucophaeus stigmatops   

Bronzed Drongo Dicrurus aeneus   

Hair-crested Drongo Dicrurus hottentottus borneensis   

Greater Racket-tailed Drongo Dicrurus paradiseus   

    

PASSERIFORMES: Artamidae    

White-breasted Woodswallow Artamus leucorynchus   

    

PASSERIFORMES: Pityriaseidae    

Bristlehead Pityriasis gymnocephala e  

    

PASSERIFORMES: Corvidae    

Crested Jay Platylophus galericulatus coronatus   

Bornean Black Magpie Platysmurus aterrimus e  

Short-tailed Magpie Cissa thalassina   

Bornean Treepie Dendrocitta cinerascens e  

Slender-billed Crow Corvus enca compilator   

    

PASSERIFORMES: Sturnidae    

Asian Glossy Starling Aplonis panayensis   

Common Hill Myna Gracula religiosa   

Crested Myna Acridotheres cristatellus   

Common Myna Acridotheres tristis   

    

PASSERIFORMES: Estrildidae    

Dusky Munia Lonchura fuscans e  

Black-headed Munia Lonchura atricapilla   

    

PASSERIFORMES: Passeridae    

Eurasian Tree Sparrow Passer montanus   

    

PASSERIFORMES: Vireonidae    

White-browed Shrike Babbler Pteruthius flaviscapis   

White-bellied Erpornis Erpornis zantholeuca   

   

287 species recorded including 16 heard only   

    

MAMMALS    

Moonrat Echinosorex gymnurus albus   

Common Treeshrew Tupaia glis longipes   

Mountain Treeshrew Tupaia montana baluensis e  

Lesser Treeshrew Tupaia minor minor   

Large Treeshrew Tupaia tana paitana   

Smooth-tailed Treeshrew Dendrogale melanura baluensis   

Large Flying Fox Pteropus vampyrus   

Maroon Leaf Monkey Presbytis rubicunda e  

Sunda Silvered Leaf Monkey Presbytis cristata   



Proboscis Monkey Nasalis larvatus e  

Long-tailed Macaque Macaca fascicularis   

Sunda Pig-tailed Macaque Macca nemestrina   

Bornean Gibbon Hylobates muelleri e  

Bornean Orang-utan Pongo pygmaeus e  

Black Giant Squirrel Ratufa bicolor   

Prevost's Squirrel Callosciurus prevostii pluto   

Plantain Squirrel Callosciurus notatus   

Ear-spot Squirrel Callosciurus adamsi   

Bornean Black-banded Squirrel Callosciurus orestes e  

Low's Squirrel Sundasciurus lowii   

Jentink's Squirrel Sundasciurus jentinki e  

Bornean Mountain Ground Squirrel Dremomys everetti e  

Plain Pygmy Squirrel Exilisciurus exilis e  

Whitehead's Pygmy Squirrel Exilisciurus whiteheadi e  

Thomas's Flying Squirrel Aeromys thomasi e  

Red Giant Flying Squirrel Petaurista petaurista   

Polynesian Rat Rattus exulans   

Red Spiny Rat Maxomys surifer   

Asian House Mouse Mus castaneus   

Malay Civet (Tangalung) Viverra tangalunga   

Leopard Cat Felis bengalensis   

Bearded Pig Sus barbatus   

Lesser Mouse-Deer Tragulus kanchil   

Sambar Deer Cervus unicolor   

    

Bird of the tour    

1 Whitehead's Trogon   

2 Bornean Banded Pitta   

3 Bristlehead   

4 Reddish Scops Owl   

5 Brown Wood Owl   

 

 
 

Proboscis Monkey             © Rob Hutchinson/Birdtour Asia 



 

   
 
Borneo’s fascinating diversity stretches far beyond its birds, other delights on this tour 
included Comb-crested Agamid (left) at Danum Valley and Malay Civet on the Kinabatangan 
River.                                                                                               © Rob Hutchinson/Birdtour Asia 
 
For information regarding our tours to Borneo please click here. Alternatively please contact us via e-mail 
or phone +44 1332 516254 regarding organising a custom tour to Borneo.   

http://www.birdtourasia.com/tours.html
mailto:info@birdtourasia.com
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