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Giant Pitta, Kinabatangan River © James Eaton / Birdtour Asia

It is difficult to know where to begin selecting highlights from the 276 species recorded during our second
2007 scheduled tour to Borneo. We began with relax boat-bound birding along the impressive
Kinabatangan River were we encountered an adult and immature Bornean Ground-cuckoo strolling along
the open shoreline as early as our first morning, and ended with a Storm’s Stork feeding just metres away
from us below our lodge veranda as we packed our bags ready to depart. In between these two species,
we had unforgettable encounters with numerous Wrinkled and perched pair of White-crowned Hornbills,
12 Buffy Fish-Owls in 2 hours and prolonged views of Giant, Black-crowned and brief Blue-headed Pitta.
Despite the quality of the aforementioned birds, the three male Orang-Utans and numerous Proboscis
Monkeys were equally exciting.

Our next destination was the Borneo Rainforest Lodge of Danum Valley, one the finest eco-lodges in
south-east Asia and it certainly did not disappoint. Numerous Blue-headed Pittas performed, we watched



in amazement as a Great Argus performed his grand display in front of our eyes, Helmeted Hornbills were
sighted twice, a pair of diminutive White-fronted Falconets perched atop exposed shags, a Chestnut-
necklaced Partridge running back and forth across the trail, a pair of Blyth’s Frogmouths spotlighted one
evening, male Rufous-collared Kingfisher, both Bornean and Black-throated Wren-babblers, a plethora of
bulbuls, flowerpeckers, barbets and Pygmy Ibons in one of the largest fruiting trees | have ever come
across - and just when we thought we were going to dip - up popped 3 strawberry-headed Bristleheads!
Finally the mighty Mt Kinabalu played host to the majority of endemics. Highlights here were undoubtedly
the Whitehead’s trio, including a family of trogons, both Red-breasted and Crimson-headed Partridges,
Bornean and Mountain Barbets, typically confiding Mountain Wren-babblers and Friendly Bush-Warbler
which eventually proved very showy.

We started the tour at Likas Bay, on the outskirts of Kota Kinabalu, the coastal capital of the Malaysian
state of Sabah. A few of the more familiar oriental species were encountered along the fringes of the
roadside marsh while dapper Black-backed Swamphens shone in the sunlight, Black-headed Munia zipped
by, Plaintive Cuckoo, Pink-necked Green-Pigeon, a huge White-bellied Sea-Eagle and Collared Kingfisher
all showed and we watched a variety of herons busy feeding in the marsh. A nice bonus was the Ruddy-
breasted Crake that kept walking back and forth through a relatively open area.

On our first morning we took an early flight to Sandakan and drove straight to our first birding stop at
Sepilok, in search of the most famous Bornean endemic — Bristlehead. Unfortunately they weren’t proving
too co-operative but a fine Black-crowned Pitta perched for several minutes was good compensation.
Other sightings here included our first endemics in the form of Yellow-rumped Flowerpecker and Dusky
Munia, and a supporting cast of Rufous Piculet, Green lora, Yellow-eared Spiderhunter and Grey-and-Buff
Woodpecker.

Buffy Fish-Owl, Kinabatangan Black-crowned Pitta, Sepilok

Moving on, our next stop was the famous Gomantong Caves, home not only to huge numbers of bats but
also 4 species of breeding swiftlet including the Edible-nest Swiftlet whose nests are harvested here for
sale to lucrative Chinese markets. Three of the swiftlet species — Black-nest, Edible-nest and Mossy-nest —
are only safely identified by virtue of their unique nest-structures and we were lucky to identify all three
nests with attendant adult birds. We spent some time birding the forest surrounding the caves; a nice
mixed babbler flock produced a very cool Black-throated Babbler and further along the trail a superb white
male Asian Paradise-Flycatcher danced in the mid-story while a family party of Black-and-Yellow Broadbills
sat quietly at eye-level. Eventually we arrived in time for lunch at our wonderful lodge along the shores of
the mighty Kinabatangan River, accessible only by boat. Birding along the Kinabatangan is a wonderful
experience, slowly cruising along the river that cuts through the forest, taking in the sights and sounds of
the rainforest. First came a pair of raucous Black Hornbills, quickly followed by a pair of the much rarer
Wrinkled Hornbills, and as we were soaking in these wonderful birds a huge male Orang-utan was spotted
clinging to the side of a riverside tree, we manoeuvred our boats, enabling us to get right alongside the



‘old man of the forest’, watching him as he sat watching us, he would prove to be our first of three big
males over the course of the next 2 days. Our purple patch wasn’t to stop there as a much-wanted
Storm’s Stork flew low-overhead, this would be our first of 5 to be seen along the river over the coming
days. As the temperatures dropped and the light began to fade, large number of primates ventured to the
forest edge, one of the popular specialties is the comical Proboscis Monkey, of which several playful
groups sat in the open along with Silvered Leaf-Monkeys and Long-tailed Macaque.

After another scrumptious meal at our riverside lodge we took the boats out once more, for a moonlit
night-ride, an absolute minimum of 12 Buffy Fish-Owl were encountered, several of which offered
stunningly close views as they fished from exposed perches. Mammals were notably scarce but we were
fortunate to encounter two huge Reticulated Pythons sat waiting for potential prey, one measuring more
than 4 metres in length. Other highlights were the roosting diurnal species; Black-and-Red Broadbill and
both Stork-billed & Blue-eared Kingfisher were encountered at close quarters.

Proboscis Monkey, Kinabatangan Storm'’s Stork, Kinabatangan

On our boats early next morning, we rode through the low mist, setting an eerie mood with the backdrop
of raucous Black, Oriental Pied and Wrinkled Hornbills, a pair of Wreathed also put in a brief appearance
as we eased our way to a small tributary in search of one of Borneo’s least known endemics. After a brief
snatch of playback the birds responded from afar, becoming gieu just a few moments later. After a tense
wait an adult and immature Bornean Ground-Cuckoo strolled into view at the waters edge, before casually
walking through a large open area for us all the enjoy the splendid green, purple and black tones of these
pheasant-sized terrestrial birds. With these enigmatic birds safely under our belts we spent the rest of the
morning and afternoon gently cruising along the river system through the heart of the Lower
Kinabatangan Wildlife Sanctuary. Raptors featured prominently throughout, most importantly, an endemic
White-fronted Falconet was perched rather distantly on its usual perch, Wallace’'s Hawk-Eagles were
regularly seen, both Lesser and Grey-headed Fish-Eagles also featured, as did Rufous-bellied Eagle,
Brahminy Kite and a partially obscured perched Bat Hawk as dusk approached. Shortly after the Bat
Hawk, Ha skilfully located a beautiful pair of White-crowned Hornbills by the river, perhaps the most
difficult hornbill in Borneo. Overhead Blue-crowned Hanging-Parrots continually zipped by, as did the odd
Long-tailed Parakeet and numbers of Slender-billed Crow at dawn and dusk. In the canopy Grey-and-Buff
Woodpecker, flocks of Fiery and Scarlet Minivets, Black-winged Flycatcher-Shrikes and a variety of bulbuls
all put in appearances. At the rivers edge White-chested Babbler, Crimson and Ruby-cheeked Sunbird and
endemic White-crowned Shama all proved confiding. A short walk along the river proved productive,
orange-throated ‘Bornean’ Brown Barbets were regularly recorded, often betraying their presence with
their distinctive hissing vocalisations, Banded Bay Cuckoo, a heavy-knocking White-bellied Woodpecker,
Rufous-tailed Tailorbird and the recently-split Bold-striped Tit-babbler.

Enjoying breakfast on our final morning a single call emanating from the undergrowth nearby sounded
familiar but rather out of place but when the usual White-crowned Shama starting to sing we dismissed
the calls as this master ventriloquist at work. As we wandered down to our boats the call began again and



much to the astonishment of the group we quickly located a huge female Giant Pitta hopping towards us!
The bird then proceeded to perform at close quarters for the next 30 minutes! Just to highlight the birding
potential around our lodge, as we packed at lunchtime the regular Storm’s Stork appeared beneath our
veranda having been absent for a week and performed admirably as the photographers clicked away at
this beautiful stork.

Departing this wonderful area took us south through a seemingly never-ending drove of Palm-Oil
plantations before reaching the wonderful Danum Valley Conservation area, an area of untouched lowland
rainforest nestled within a huge logging concession. Our journey here was quiet except for a fine perched
Helmeted Hornbill - a real bonus - close to the road. Our final destination was the luxurious Borneo
Rainforest Lodge, situated in the conservation area, our base for the next four-nights.

Our first morning was spent walking along the access road. The forest along the road is relatively open
and with plenty of birds often on show, allows for a great introduction to this wonderful area. Obviously
the endemics are big targets but the sheer number of sundaic bulbuls, babblers and hornbills was a joy to
behold. A Helmeted Hornbill put in another appearance which was especially welcome for those in the
wrong vehicle the previous day. During the mornings proceedings, a wide range of sundaic lowland
specialties were encountered; Fluffy-backed Tit-babbler approached us closely in the dense undergrowth,
while the mid-story held a Maroon-breasted Philentoma and vocal Scarlet-rumped Trogon competed
strongly for the most beautiful bird of the morning, something which couldn’t be said for a surprise Brown-
streaked Flycatcher. The open forest here gives a good view of the canopy, despite much of it being 60
metres above us and here we found a feisty looking pair of diminutive White-fronted Falconets which
showed much better than our previous encounter on the Kinabatangan. Both Grey-rumped and Whiskered
(a personal favourite) Treeswifts sallied from nearby perches, as did Bronzed and Greater Racket-tailed
Drongos, while an Oriental Honey-Buzzard sat motionless in the telescope as both Spectacled and Long-
billed Spiderhunter noisily zipped around us. Frugivores were noticeably thin on the ground, with just
Thick-billed Green-Pigeon and the usual Red-eyed Bulbuls, Greater and Lesser Green-Leafbirds making
appearances - this would be the case right until our final morning.....

During a relaxing lunch on the lodge veranda a family of Malaysian Blue-Flycatchers flew around just
below us and these delightful birds would remain and entertain throughout our stay, even often sitting on
the hand-rails next to our idyllic chalets. During our siesta a Great-billed Heron popped into view along the
river, a pleasing sighting of this generally scarce species. We then walked one of the many forested trails
near to the river and it wasn’t long before we found a spanking male Blue-headed Pitta just feeding by the
side of the trail. After some careful manoeuvring we all enjoyed views of this, perhaps Borneo’s most
beautiful endemic as it hopped back and forth across the trail, a big relief after three glimpses of this
jewel of the forest which had left most of the group frustrated. Moving onto the canopy walkway,
comprising three walkways suspended 30 metres above a forested gulley, we stopped to admire a pair of
territorial Bornean Blue-Flycatchers before spending the afternoon waiting for the birds to come to us. It
wasn’t long before we completed the hornbills of Borneo, as a gigantic Rhinoceros Hornbill flew past then
perched high up in the telescope, then as we walked back a flock of the much smaller Bushy-crested
perched up nicely further along the walkway - all 8 hornbill species within 3 days - nice! Reaching our
chalets before dark we admired some of the tame ‘Bornean’ Firebacks that often stroll around the resort at
dawn and dusk. At dinner a Brown Wood-Owl flew in next to the veranda as we tucked into another fine
meal, though a Colugo that flew in over the leaders head before dinner could only be re-located as it
glided away in the spotlight!

The following morning the birding was split between the roadside and trails; Raffle’s Malkoha, Diard’s
Trogon, Rufous-tailed Tailorbird, another singing Bornean Blue-Flycatcher but of greater pleasure was the
troop of Miller’'s Bornean Gibbons that swung overhead before staring down at us from their lofty
positions - wonderful creatures. A familiar call beckoned us onto a nearby trail where after several
glimpses the difficult Bornean Wren-babbler eventually showed to all, perched on a large root calling
away. Several other babblers showed today; Sooty and Scaly-crowned, Moustached, Black-capped, more
Horsfield’s and Short-tailed all showing well. Further along the trail another male Diard’s Trogon
performed impeccably as did a huge male Great Argus, we were even fortunate enough to watch as he
performed a display on his dancing-ground, swinging his wing right over-head before strutting around his
leaf-less space and sitting motionless on a log for 5 minutes, a real highlight for everyone present. On our
way back for lunch a Rufous-winged Philentoma perched close-by as did a singing Spotted Fantail and a
Black-backed Kingfisher typically zoomed-by.

Our afternoon was rather quiet but during a short bout of rain yet another Diard’s Trogon came into view
and as the rain ceased a White-crowned Forktail appeared on the roadside, picking away at the leaf-litter,
and another Black-crowned Pitta flashed in the undergrowth before sitting motionless in the telescope.
Late afternoon on the canopy walkway also quiet but Whiskered Treeswifts, Lesser Cuckoo-shrike and
Blue-crowned Hanging-Parrot perched nearby all provided entertainment. The seemingly resident



Rhinoceros Hornbill was found once again, this time actually above the walkway thus giving wonderful
views.

A regular feature after dinner at the Borneo Rainforest Lodge are the night-drives, which overall lived up
to expectations and provided little in the way of mammals except for Malay Civet, Greater and Lesser
Mouse-Deers and some distant flying-squirrels despite some of us being ever-present on all three drives.
Fortunately tonight the avian highlight went beyond the roosting White-crowned Shama that was shown to
us on a nightly basis as we found a pair of Blyth’s Frogmouth sat in our beam for 5 minutes by the
roadside!

Bristlehead, Danum Valley © James Eaton / Birdtour Asia

Thus far Bristlehead had eluded us, and as two of the group had a mission of seeing every family in the
world, the idea of missing this nomadic species was inconceivable. Since it had not been recorded from
the lodge for quite some time, we decided for a day trip to the other side of the conservation idea.
Previous experience had led me to believe a more reliable site was to be found here, and after just 30
minutes on the trail my thoughts were confirmed as 3 Bristlehead soon moved into view, sitting overhead
for the next few minutes, enabling us to soak in these strawberry-headed miniature crows, a completely
unique bird resembling nothing else we have ever encountered! Hand-shakes and pats-on-the-back all
round soon ensued! We spent the reminder of the morning along this trail which turned out to be highly
productive. Two more Blue-headed Pittas ahead of us on the trail included a very showy male, enjoyed by
all as he bounced along the trail ahead of us. Rounding the corner produced another familiar shape, this
time in the form of another huge male Great Argus near its dancing-ground. We mopped up a few of the
more common species still missing including Ferruginous and hyper Chestnut-rumped Babblers. After
lunch and a rest we hit another trail that always produces. We were not to be disappointed as we racked
up an impressive list; Red-naped and Diard’s Trogon within 50 metres of each other, a pair of roosting
Brown Wood-Owl, rare Rufous-tailed Jungle-Flycatchers feeding young, 4 electric Green Broadbills,
Spotted Fantail and a fine male Rufous-collared Kingfisher perching up right on-queue. Our two main
targets frustrated us however; a ‘Bornean’ Banded Pitta crossed the track as expected giving great close
views only for those looking the right way! This yellow-banded form schwaneri, endemic to Borneo is very
different to the races most birders are accustomed to from the Malay Peninsula and also differs slightly in
vocalisations and possibly habitat preference. Just as we had to turn round the final endemic pitta, a Blue-
banded Pitta started calling. We could only allow ourselves 10 minutes for this bird, which proved too
short as despite our best efforts the bird refused to show to all but the leader, very frustrating! Typically
on a race back to the vehicle yet another male Blue-headed Pitta (our 9" in a week!) bounced in front of
us and the usually difficult Bornean Blue-Flycatcher once again appeared, singing by the trail.



Our final morning was devoted to searching for our four remaining target birds. The first was found next
to the veranda as a flock of Pygmy Ibons busily fed in a flowering tree. Our plans changed slightly when a
helpful tip-off for a fruiting tree resulted in us selecting a different trail. This was an amazing stroke of
luck as on our way to the tree our next target called close-by — a Chestnut-necklaced Partridge which
eventually revealed itself as it crossed the trail no less than 5 times in front of us alll As we continued a
Black-throated Wren-babbler finally revealed itself with its mournful whistles and it wasn’t long before we
had the bird circling us, eventually perching over 5 metres above the trail, it's supposed to be a wren-
babbler, not a tree-babbler! Just 100m further along the trail the distinctive song of a Large-billed Blue-
Flycatcher was heard and the bird quickly located singing above the trail - all three targets in 10 minutes,
why can’t it always be this easy?! We could hear the commotion emanating from the fruiting tree way
before we even reached the spot, this would be exciting.....reaching the tree was an experience that few
observers have witnessed — hundreds of birds flying in, out and around a huge fruiting tree, the sounds
were amazing and keeping up with the all birds was mission impossible, masses of flowerpeckers included
Yellow-rumped, Thick-billed, Orange-bellied, Yellow-breasted and Yellow-vented. Barbets - a family we
had hardly heard since we arrived - were plentiful; Yellow-crowned, Red-throated, ‘Bornean’ Brown, Gold-
whiskered and Blue-eared. Our bulbul total reached 13 species with Finsch’s, Puff-backed, Streaked and
beautiful Scaly-breasted following Ha’s Black-and-White Bulbul near the chalets the previous day. A whole
host of other frugivores included Asian Fairy Bluebird, Dark-throated Oriole and yet more tiny Pygmy
Ibons. After this fitting end to another wonderful stay at the Borneo Rainforest Lodge we drove back to
the coastal town of Lahad Datu to connect with our late afternoon flight back to Kota Kinabalu to begin the
final leg of the tour.

Great-billed Heron, Danum Valley Blyth’s Frogmouth, Danum Valley

On way to the famous Mount Kinabalu we spent the morning at the Tambunan Rafflesia Reserve in the
Crocker Mountain Range. A vast expanse of mid-altitude forest has been preserved here and birding along
a road that bi-sect this, provides ample opportunity for some great roadside birding. Upon jumping out of
the vehicle we were soon greeted by one of the more tricky endemics as a Whitehead’s Spiderhunter
called as it flew across the road giving rather obscured views as it favoured the roadside canopy. A
number of endemics are much easier to find than at Mount Kinabalu, making these our priority before it
got too hot along the road. Roving parties of Bornean Leafbirds were soon encountered feeding busyily,
this is a recent split from Blue-winged, the most obvious feature being that the female shows a face mask
similar to the male. Another recent split, Cinereous Bulbul, was also present with the leafbirds, this is split
from the sino-himalayan Ashy Bulbul and is restricted to the sundaic region. Eventually we located a tree
seemingly full of both our target barbets; Mountain and the difficult Bornean, a great relief as we were
able to watch both sat next to each other in the telescope for a prolonged period. Frustratingly we could
only record Whitehead’s Broadbill and both Red-breasted and Crimson-headed Partridges as heard only,
their time would have to wait for a later date. As the sun rose we decided to move on, and pleasingly the
road-works had been completed so our passage to Mt Kinabalu was only delayed by stops for soaring



Black and Blyth’s Hawk-Eagles. Other highlights during our morning included the taxonomically perplexing
Bornean Spiderhunter, some Ruddy Cuckoo-doves among the abundant Little Cuckoo-doves, a pair of
manic Crested Jays allowing some excellent views, Scarlet Minivets, Black-and-crimson Orioles, Grey-
throated Babbler, endemic Black-sided Flowerpecker, distinctive stigmatops Ashy Drongo (along with
similar looking birds for Sumatra and Java, surely a good split from those in, northern Asia), Yellow-
breasted Warbler, Bornean Treepie, Chestnut-capped and Sunda Laughingthrushes and Chestnut-crested
Yuhina, the latter species were all to become familiar sights at Mt Kinabalu.

Unsurprisingly the weather on arrival at the mountain was misty with light rain, this would usually be the
case in the afternoons during our 4-night stay with sunshine dominating the mornings. We concentrated
our birding along the road as the roadside forest allows for easy, more open birding and gave us the
majority of species. Birding around our accommodation in the heart of the national park provided us with
activity during the showers; fiery Temminck’s Sunbirds a constant highlight as they fed at close range with
Indigo Flycatcher, Black-capped White-eyes, Bornean Whistlers, Bornean Treepie and comical Short-tailed
Green-Magpie also providing us with plenty of entertainment along with the often elusive Temminck’s
Babbler and, one lunchtime, a fantastic Mountain Serpent-Eagle was watched circling overhead during
lunch.

Our first morning was spent along one of the various trails that cut through the beautiful, moss-glad
montane forest, a fine morning which produced an array of endemics; first was a typically-confiding family
party of Mountain Wren-babblers, after a quiet spell it all started happening as the unmistakable shape of
a trogon was eyed at the bottom of a gulley, raising the binoculars revealed the black and silver throat of
a female Whitehead’s Trogon. Patient waiting brought along a freshly-fledged tailless juvenile and
eventually a flash of scarlet produced perhaps Borneo’s most beautiful endemic, a male Whitehead’s
Trogon, we were all able to enjoy scope views of the family before they disappeared further down the
gulley. Round the next corner an active feeding flock contained another tricky endemic, Bare-headed
Laughingthrush, a short burst of tape soon brought the birds overhead and we watched in amazement as
they performed their superb display, rocking back and forth on a branch as they spread their wings and
puffed their backs while exposing a blue throat poach as they ‘boomed’ back at us. Sunda Cuckoo-shrike
and Sunda Cuckoo completed our impressive haul along the upper reaches of the trail, lower down White-
crowned Forktails gave us the run-around and just as the rain began pouring down a tiny Bornean Stubtail
was found feeding by the side of the trail.

This afternoon, like most others, was spent dodging showers as we searched the higher trails in search of
Everett’s Thrush which continually gave us the slip. During our time on this trail some of us encountered
Crimson-headed Partridge twice before it ran off the trail and also on a later date a pair of Red-breasted
Partridges scuttled across the trail before us all as we waited for them to cross back. Birding the road
produced some good feeding flocks at times, generally comprising the more common species we regularly
encountered around our chalets, occasional surprises included yet another male Whitehead’s Trogon, a
pair of Pygmy Blue-Flycatchers, Wreathed Hornbills flying overhead, unobtrusive Eye-browed Jungle-
Flycatcher and finally, thanks to the leg-work of Kym & Trevor, two independent birders, a fantastic pair of
Whitehead’s Broadbill, completing the ‘Whitehead’s trio’, the holy grail of the Bornean mountains.

One morning we took a break from the mountain and birded the lowlands above Poring Hot Springs.
Poring is a risky spot to visit; typically it can appear to be bird-less but because of the impressive list of
potential rarities it is a must for any keen birder. Unfortunately for us it more or less stuck with the norm,
despite a promising start; once again Crested Jays put on a fine display, Black-and-yellow Broadbills put
on a typically showy performance and an understory flock contained a pair of Grey-headed Babbler, our
26" species of timaliidae of the tour, a young Grey-chested Jungle-Flycatcher sat quietly in amongst the
stands of bamboo as Yellow-bellied Warblers fed quietly overhead. Walking back things were noticeably
quiet; the only species of note was a singing White-crowned Shama watched at length in the telescope as
it sat above the trail.

Our final task on the mountain was the small matter of climbing up the mountain in search of the Kinabalu
Friendly Warbler. At first-light birdlife was positively buzzing, several Bornean Whistling-thrushes were
feeding along the road, as were ‘Kinabalu’ Bulbuls, this isolated population differs significantly from Asian
mainland forms of Flavescent Bulbuls, the closest population being in Vietham and should perhaps be best
considered a separate species. Mountain Black-eye, another higher-altitude endemic was our next
addition, giving a fine performance as it sat motionless just feet away. A substantial breakfast was briefly
interrupted by a showy White-browed Shortwing, the birds here representing yet another vocally distinct
taxon. We then started our walk up-hill with ever-present Sunda Bush-Warblers for company but we had
to walk more than a kilometre before we heard our first Friendly-Warbler. This individual was to prove
rather un-friendly and refused to come any closer, so on we continued for another 500m before we
eventually located one feeding quietly next to the trail, we were able to enjoy great views of this rather
drab endemic as it circled close to us before disappearing back into the dense undergrowth. On our return



to the car park we were finally greeted by fine views of a Golden-naped Barbet, surprisingly absent thus
far, a welcome relief!

Due to our successes on the mountain we decided to head off early and return to Tambunan Rafflesia
Reserve for some late afternoons birding, this provided us with some of the finest birding we had
experienced during the tour and was a great ending. Bornean Bulbuls finally appeared in numbers - yet
another recent split - this time part of the five-way split of Black-crested Bulbul. An area full of fruiting
trees also drew in Cinereous Bulbuls, yet more Mountain, Bornean and ‘Bornean’ Brown Barbets, Black-
sided Flowerpeckers, a family group of electrifying Long-tailed Broadbills and, finally finishing off with yet

another pair of scintillating Whitehead’s Broadbill. A fitting finish to this fantastic, endemic-filled tour.

For information regarding our scheduled tours to Sabah please click here

Bornean Barbet, Rafflesia Reserve

via e-mail regarding organising a custom tour.

Systematic bird list

PELECANIFORMES: Anhingidae

1 Oriental Darter Anhinga melanogaster
CICONIIFORMES: Ardeidae

2 Great-billed Heron Ardea sumatrana

3 Purple Heron Ardea purpurea

4 Great Egret Ardea alba

5 Intermediate Egret Egretta intermedia

6 Little Egret Egretta garzetta

7 Pacific Reef-Heron Egretta sacra

8 Eastern Cattle Egret Bubulcus [ibis] coromandus

9 Striated Heron Butorides striata

10 Black-crowned Night-Heron Nycticorax nycticorax

11 Cinnamon Bittern Ixobrychus cinnamomeus
CICONIIFORMES: Ciconiidae

12 Storm's Stork Ciconia stormi

Whitehead’s Trogon, Mt Kinabalu
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FALCONIFORMES: Accipitridae
Oriental Honey-buzzard
Bat Hawk
Black-shouldered Kite
Brahminy Kite
White-bellied Sea-Eagle
Lesser Fish-Eagle
Grey-headed Fish-Eagle
Mountain Serpent-Eagle
Crested Serpent-Eagle
Crested Goshawk

Black Eagle
Rufous-bellied Eagle
Changeable Hawk-Eagle
Blyth's Hawk-Eagle
Wallace's Hawk-Eagle

FALCONIFORMES: Falconidae
White-fronted Falconet

GALLIFORMES: Phasianidae
Great Argus

Red-breasted Partridge
Chestnut-necklaced Partridge
Crimson-headed Partridge
Bornean (Crested) Fireback

GRUIFORMES: Rallidae
White-breasted Waterhen
Ruddy-breasted Crake
Black-backed Swamphen
Common Moorhen

CHARADRIIFORMES: Scolopacidae

Whimbrel

CHARADRIIFORMES: Sternidae
Little Tern

COLUMBIFORMES: Columbidae
Spotted Dove

Ruddy Cuckoo-Dove
Little Cuckoo-Dove
Emerald Dove

Zebra Dove

Little Green-Pigeon
Pink-necked Pigeon
Thick-billed Pigeon

Green Imperial-Pigeon
Mountain Imperial-Pigeon

PSITTACIFORMES: Psittacidae
Blue-rumped Parrot

Long-tailed Parakeet
Blue-crowned Hanging-Parrot

Pernis ptilorhynchus
Macheiramphus alcinus
Elanus caeruleus
Haliastur indus
Haliaeetus leucogaster
Ichthyophaga humilis
Ichthyophaga ichthyaetus
Spilornis kinabaluensis
Spilornis cheela
Accipiter trivirgatus
Ictinaetus malayensis
Aquila kienerii
Spizaetus limnaetus
Spizaetus alboniger
Spizaetus nanus

Microhierax latifrons

Argusianus argus
Arborophila hyperythra
Arborophila charltonii
Haematortyx sanguiniceps
Lophura [ignita] nobilis

Amaurornis phoenicurus
Porzana fusca

Porphyrio indicus
Gallinula chloropus

Numenius phaeopus

Sterna albifrons

Streptopelia chinensis
Macropygia emiliana
Macropygia ruficeps
Chalcophaps indica
Geopelia striata
Treron olax

Treron vernans
Treron curvirostra
Ducula aenea

Ducula badia

Psittinus cyanurus
Psittacula longicauda
Loriculus galgulus
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68
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70
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CUCULIFORMES: Cuculidae
Moustached Hawk-Cuckoo
Sunda Cuckoo

Banded Bay Cuckoo
Plaintive Cuckoo
Rusty-breasted Cuckoo
Violet Cuckoo

Asian Drongo-Cuckoo
Raffles's Malkoha
Chestnut-breasted Malkoha
Bornean Ground-Cuckoo
Short-toed Coucal

Greater Coucal

Lesser Coucal

STRIGIFORMES: Strigidae
Mountain Scops-Owl

Barred Eagle-Owl

Buffy Fish-Owl

Brown Wood-Owl

CAPRIMULGIFORMES: Podargidae

Blyth's Frogmouth

Cuculus vagans

Cuculus lepidus

Cacomantis sonneratii
Cacomantis merulinus
Cacomantis variolosus
Chrysococcyx xanthorhynchus
Surniculus lugubris
Phaenicophaeus chlorophaeus
Phaenicophaeus curvirostris
Carpococcyx radiatus
Centropus rectunguis
Centropus sinensis

Centropus bengalensis

Otus spilocephalus
Bubo sumatranus
Ketupa ketupu

Strix leptogrammica

Batrachostomus affinis

CAPRIMULGIFORMES: Caprimulgidae

Large-tailed Nightjar

APODIFORMES: Apodidae
Glossy Swiftlet

Cave Swiftlet

Mossy-nest Swiftlet
Black-nest Swiftlet
Edible-nest Swiftlet
Silver-rumped Needletail
Asian Palm-Swift

House Swift

APODIFORMES: Hemiprocnidae

Grey-rumped Treeswift
Whiskered Treeswift

TROGONIFORMES: Trogonidae

Red-naped Trogon
Diard's Trogon
Whitehead's Trogon
Scarlet-rumped Trogon

CORACIIFORMES: Alcedinidae

Common Kingfisher
Blue-eared Kingfisher
Black-backed Kingfisher
Banded Kingfisher
Stork-billed Kingfisher
Ruddy Kingfisher

Collared Kingfisher
Rufous-collared Kingfisher

Caprimulgus macrurus

Collocalia esculenta
Collocalia linchi
Aerodramus salangana
Aerodramus maximus
Aerodramus fuciphagus
Rhaphidura leucopygialis
Cypsiurus balasiensis
Apus nipalensis

Hemiprocne longipennis
Hemiprocne comata

Harpactes kasumba
Harpactes diardii
Harpactes whiteheadi
Harpactes duvaucelii

Alcedo atthis

Alcedo meninting

Ceyx erithacus

Lacedo pulchella melanops
Pelargopsis capensis
Halcyon coromanda
Todirhamphus chloris
Actenoides concretus

heard only

heard only

heard only
heard only

heard only

heard only
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97
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110
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114
115
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120
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130
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CORACIIFORMES: Meropidae
Red-bearded Bee-eater
Blue-throated Bee-eater

CORACIIFORMES: Coraciidae
Dollarbird

CORACIIFORMES: Bucerotidae
Oriental Pied-Hornbill

Black Hornbill

Rhinoceros Hornbill

Helmeted Hornbill

Bushy-crested Hornbill
White-crowned Hornbill

Wrinkled Hornbill

Wreathed Hornbill

PICIFORMES: Capitonidae
Gold-whiskered Barbet
Red-throated Barbet
Mountain Barbet
Yellow-crowned Barbet
Golden-naped Barbet
Blue-eared Barbet

Bornean Barbet

Bornean Brown Barbet

PICIFORMES: Picidae
Rufous Piculet

Sunda Woodpecker
White-bellied Woodpecker
Banded Woodpecker
Crimson-winged Woodpecker
Maroon Woodpecker
Buff-necked Woodpecker
Grey-and-buff Woodpecker
Great Slaty Woodpecker

PASSERIFORMES: Eurylaimidae
Dusky Broadbill

Black-and-red Broadbill

Banded Broadbill

Black-and-yellow Broadbill
Long-tailed Broadbill

Green Broadbill

Whitehead's Broadbill

PASSERIFORMES: Pittidae
Giant Pitta

Bornean Banded Pitta
Blue-headed Pitta

Hooded Pitta

Blue-banded Pitta
Black-crowned Pitta

Nyctyornis amictus
Merops viridis

Eurystomus orientalis

Anthracoceros albirostris
Anthracoceros malayanus
Buceros rhinoceros
Buceros vigil

Anorrhinus galeritus
Aceros comatus

Aceros corrugatus

Aceros undulatus

Megalaima chrysopogon
Megalaima mystacophanos
Megalaima monticola
Megalaima henricii
Megalaima pulcherrima
Megalaima australis
Megalaima eximia

Calorhamphus [fuliginosus] tertius

Sasia abnormis
Dendrocopos moluccensis
Dryocopus javensis

Picus mineaceus

Picus puniceus
Blythipicus rubiginosus
Meiglyptes tukki
Hemicircus concretus
Mulleripicus pulverulentus

Corydon sumatranus
Cymbirhynchus macrorhynchos
Eurylaimus javanicus
Eurylaimus ochromalus
Psarisomus dalhousiae
Calyptomena viridis
Calyptomena whiteheadi

Pitta caerulea

Pitta [guajana] schwaneri
Pitta baudii

Pitta sordida

Pitta arquata

Pitta ussheri

heard only
e
e
e
heard only
heard only
e
e
heard only
e
e
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136
137
138
139
140
141
142

143
144
145
146
147

148
149
150
151
152
153
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155
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157
158
159
160

161
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163

164
165

166
167

168

169
170
171
172
173
174

PASSERIFORMES: Hirundinidae
Pacific Swallow

PASSERIFORMES: Campephagidae

Sunda Cuckoo-shrike

Lesser Cuckoo-shrike

Pied Triller

Fiery Minivet

Scarlet Minivet

Grey-chinned Minivet
Black-winged Flycatcher-shrike

PASSERIFORMES: Pycnonotidae
Black-and-white Bulbul
Black-headed Bulbul

Bornean Bulbul

Scaly-breasted Bulbul

Puff-backed Bulbul

Kinabalu (Flavescent) Bulbul
Yellow-vented Bulbul
Olive-winged Bulbul
Red-eyed Bulbul
Spectacled Bulbul
Finsch's Bulbul
Ochraceous Bulbul
Grey-cheeked Bulbul
Yellow-bellied Bulbul
Hairy-backed Bulbul
Buff-vented Bulbul
Streaked Bulbul
Cinereous Bulbul

PASSERIFORMES: Chloropseidae
Greater Green Leafbird

Lesser Green Leafbird

Bornean Leafbird

PASSERIFORMES: Aegithinidae
Common lora
Green lora

PASSERIFORMES: Turdidae
Bornean Whistling-Thrush
White-browed Shortwing

PASSERIFORMES: Cisticolidae
Yellow-bellied Prinia

PASSERIFORMES: Sylviidae
Bornean Stubtail

Sunda Bush-Warbler

Friendly Bush-Warbler
Mountain Tailorbird
Dark-necked Tailorbird
Rufous-tailed Tailorbird

Hirundo tahitica

Coracina larvata
Coracina fimbriata
Lalage nigra
Pericrocotus igneus
Pericrocotus flammeus
Pericrocotus solaris
Hemipus hirundinaceus

Pycnonotus melanoleucus
Pycnonotus atriceps
Pycnonotus montis
Pycnonotus squamatus
Pycnonotus eutilotus

Pycnonotus [flavescens] leucops
Pycnonotus goiavier
Pycnonotus plumosus
Pycnonotus brunneus
Pycnonotus erythropthalmos
Alophoixus finschii
Alophoixus ochraceus
Alophoixus bres

Alophoixus phaeocephalus
Tricholestes criniger

lole olivacea

Ixos malaccensis

Hemixos cinereus

Chloropsis sonnerati
Chloropsis cyanopogon
Chloropsis kinabaluensis

Aegithina tiphia
Aegithina viridissima

Myophonus borneensis
Brachypteryx montana

Prinia flaviventris

Urosphena whiteheadi
Cettia vulcania
Bradypterus accentor
Orthotomus cuculatus
Orthotomus atrogularis
Orthotomus sericeus
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Ashy Tailorbird
Mountain Leaf-Warbler
Yellow-breasted Warbler
Yellow-bellied Warbler
Striated Grassbird

PASSERIFORMES: Muscicapidae

Grey-chested Jungle-Flycatcher
Rufous-tailed Jungle-Flycatcher
Eye-browed Jungle-Flycatcher
Brown-streaked Flycatcher
Snowy-browed Flycatcher
Little Pied Flycatcher

Verditer Flycatcher

Indigo Flycatcher

Large-billed Blue-Flycatcher
Malaysian Blue-Flycatcher
Bornean Blue-Flycatcher
Pygmy Blue-Flycatcher
Grey-headed Canary-flycatcher
Oriental Magpie-Robin
White-crowned Shama
White-crowned Forktail

PASSERIFORMES: Rhipiduridae

White-throated Fantail
Pied Fantail
Spotted Fantail

PASSERIFORMES: Monarchidae

Black-naped Monarch
Asian Paradise-Flycatcher

PASSERIFORMES: Pachycephalidae

Bornean Whistler

PASSERIFORMES: Timaliidae
Sunda Laughingthrush
Bare-headed Laughingthrush

Chestnut-capped Laughingthrush
White-chested Babbler
Ferruginous Babbler
Horsfield's Babbler
Short-tailed Babbler
Temminck's Babbler
Black-capped Babbler
Moustached Babbler
Sooty-capped Babbler
Scaly-crowned Babbler
Rufous-crowned Babbler
Bornean Ground-Babbler
Black-throated Wren-Babbler
Mountain Wren-Babbler
Grey-throated Babbler
Grey-headed Babbler
Black-throated Babbler
Chestnut-rumped Babbler
Chestnut-winged Babbler

Orthotomus ruficeps
Phylloscopus trivirgatus
Seicercus montis
Abroscopus superciliaris
Megalurus palustris

Rhinomyias umbratilis
Rhinomyias ruficauda
Rhinomyias gularis
Muscicapa williamsoni
Ficedula hyperythra
Ficedula westermanni
Eumyias thalassina
Eumyias indigo
Cyornis caerulatus
Cyornis turcosus
Cyornis superbus
Muscicapella hodgsoni
Culicicapa ceylonensis
Copsychus saularis pluto
Copsychus stricklandii
Enicurus leschenaulti

Rhipidura albicollis
Rhipidura javanica
Rhipidura perlata

Hypothymis azurea
Terpsiphone paradisi

Pachycephala hypoxantha

Garrulax palliatus
Garrulax calvus

Garrulax mitratus
Trichastoma rostratum
Trichastoma bicolor
Malacocincla sepiarium
Malacocincla malaccensis
Pellorneum pyrrogenys
Pellorneum capistratum
Malacopteron magnirostre
Malacopteron affine
Malacopteron cinereum
Malacopteron magnum
Ptilocichla leucogrammica
Napothera atrigularis
Napothera crassa
Stachyris nigriceps
Stachyris poliocephala
Stachyris nigricollis
Stachyris maculata
Stachyris erythroptera

(]
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Bold-striped Tit-Babbler
Fluffy-backed Tit-Babbler
Brown Fulvetta
Chestnut-crested Yuhina
White-bellied Erpornis

PASSERIFORMES: Acanthizidae
Golden-bellied Gerygone

PASSERIFORMES: Sittidae
Velvet-fronted Nuthatch

PASSERIFORMES: Nectariniidae
Ruby-cheeked Sunbird

Plain Sunbird

Plain-throated Sunbird
Purple-naped Sunbird
Olive-backed Sunbird
Crimson Sunbird
Temminck's Sunbird
Thick-billed Spiderhunter
Spectacled Spiderhunter
Long-billed Spiderhunter
Little Spiderhunter
Yellow-eared Spiderhunter
Bornean Spiderhunter
Grey-breasted Spiderhunter
Whitehead's Spiderhunter

PASSERIFORMES: Dicaeidae
Yellow-breasted Flowerpecker
Yellow-rumped Flowerpecker
Thick-billed Flowerpecker
Yellow-vented Flowerpecker
Black-sided Flowerpecker
Orange-bellied Flowerpecker

PASSERIFORMES: Zosteropidae
Black-capped White-eye

Pygmy White-eye

Mountain Black-eye

PASSERIFORMES: Oriolidae
Dark-throated Oriole
Black-and-crimson Oriole

PASSERIFORMES: Irenidae
Asian Fairy-bluebird

PASSERIFORMES: Prionopidae
Large Woodshrike

Rufous-winged Philentoma
Maroon-breasted Philentoma

PASSERIFORMES: Dicruridae

Macronous bornensis
Macronous ptilosus
Alcippe brunneicauda
Yuhina everetti
Erpornis zantholeuca

Gerygone sulphurea

Sitta frontalis

Chalcoparia singalensis
Anthreptes simplex
Anthreptes malacensis
Hypogramma hypogrammicum
Cinnyris jugularis
Aethopyga siparaja
Aethopyga temminckii
Arachnothera crassirostris
Arachnothera flavigaster
Arachnothera robusta
Arachnothera longirostra
Arachnothera chrysogenys
Arachnothera everetti
Arachnothera modesta
Arachnothera juliae

Prionochilus maculatus
Prionochilus xanthopygius
Dicaeum agile

Dicaeum chrysorrheum
Dicaeum monticolum
Dicaeum trigonostigma

Zosterops atricapillus
Oculocincta squamifrons
Chlorocharis emiliae

Oriolus xanthonotus
Oriolus cruentus

Irena puella

Tephrodornis gularis
Philentoma pyrhopterum
Philentoma velatum

heard only
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Ashy Drongo

Bronzed Drongo

Hair-crested Drongo

Greater Racket-tailed Drongo

PASSERIFORMES: Artamidae
White-breasted Woodswallow

PASSERIFORMES: Corvidae
Crested Jay

Bornean Black Magpie
Short-tailed Magpie
Bornean Treepie
Slender-billed Crow

PASSERIFORMES: Sturnidae
Asian Glossy Starling

Common Hill Myna

Crested Myna

PASSERIFORMES: Estrildidae
Dusky Munia
Black-headed Munia

PASSERIFORMES: Passeridae
Eurasian Tree Sparrow

e = Bornean endemic

Dicrurus leucophaeus
Dicrurus aeneus
Dicrurus hottentottus
Dicrurus paradiseus

Artamus leucorynchus

Platylophus galericulatus coronatus

Platysmurus [leucopterus] aterrimus
Cissa thalassina

Dendrocitta cinerascens

Corvus enca

Aplonis panayensis
Gracula religiosa
Acridotheres cristatellus

Lonchura fuscans
Lonchura atricapilla

Passer montanus

276 Species recored including 11 heard only

Mammals

Common Treeshrew
Mountain Treeshrew

Large Treeshrew

Colugo (Flying Lemur)
Maroon Langur (Red Leaf Monkey)
Silvered Langur

Proboscis Monkey
Long-tailed Macaque

Sunda Pig-tailed Macaque
Bornean Gibbon

Bornean Orang-utan
Prevost's Squirrel

Kinabalu Squirrel

Plantain Squirrel

Low's Squirrel

Jentink's Squirrel

Bornean Mountain Ground-Squirrel
Plain Pygmy-Squirrel
Whitehead's Pygmy-Squirrel
Thomas's Flying Squirrel
Malay Civet (Tangalung)

Tupaia glis

Tupaia montana
Tupaia tana
Cynocephalus variegatus
Presbytis rubicunda
Presbytis cristata
Nasalis larvatus
Macaca fascicularis
Macca nemestrina
Hylobates muelleri
Pongo pygmaeus
Callosciurus prevostii
Callosciurus baluensis
Callosciurus notatus
Sundasciurus lowii
Sundasciurus jentinki
Dremomys everetti
Exilisciurus exilis
Exilisciurus whiteheadi
Aeromys thomasi
Viverra tangalunga



Short-tailed Mongoose Herpestes brachyurus

Bornean Pygmy Elephant Elephas maximus borneensis heard only
Bearded Pig Sus barbatus

Lesser Mouse-Deer Tragulus javanicus

Greater Mouse-Deer Tragulus napu

Sambar Deer Cervus unicolor

A total of 276 species were recorded including 38 endemics and 11 species heard only
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