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Temminckôs Tragopan, Wolong   © James Eaton/Birdt our Asia  
 
Sichuan is doubtless one of the most fascinating bird regions in the eastern Palaearctic, and a hotspot for 
pheasants, laughingthrushes, warblers, parrotbills and many other groups that are high on the agenda of 
the travelling bird -watcher. This tour  was no exception and was an unforgettable birding experience, with 

sightings of some of the rarest and most desirable birds of Asia. Our trip harvest was exceptional; 1 3 

galliforms  seen ( again including Blue Eared Pheasant and  Chinese Monal ), 10  parrotbil ls, 30  warblers, 1 1 
laughingthrushes , great views of Pere Davidôs Owl, and both Firethroat and Rufous -headed Robin , in 
addi tion to many other special ities and a bonus non -avian highlight; a stunning Red Panda.  
 
We started the tour in Shaanxi , with the grou p assembling in Yangxian  rather than Chengdu in search of 
the Japan bird ! It is in the beautiful surroundings  of Yangxian that one of Asiaôs greatest conservation 
stories has been created . In 1981 Crested Ibis was rediscovered when just 7 birds were found in the fertile 



valleys below the Qingling mountains, having previously been found throughout much of northern and 

eastern Asia, even reaching as far as Japan. Today, the numbers now reach 700 and are increasing year -
on-year thanks to the conservation measu res that have been put in place.  
Though we woke to grey skies and drizzle , the weather improved as the morning. Driving to a secluded 

valley the first bird we saw when we jumped out the vehicle was a rosy -winged Crested Ibis flying straight 
for us. Walkin g along the valley we were taken to 3 ibis nests, two containing big, fluffy youngsters, one of 
which guarded by a soaking -wet adult at just a few metres distance. The surrounding tre es and crops held 
a few birds for us, best of which was a surprise male Y ellow - rumped Flycatcher, a Chinese Sparrowhawk 

with what appeared to be a White -crowned Forktail in its talons, much to the distress of its noisy mate. 
Red-billed Starling, Grey - faced Woodpecker and Russet Sparrow also showed well. Moving on to open 
fields  near to the hotel we enjoyed several more ibis, including 3 feeding in a nearby stream together with 
a pair of Long -billed Plover. Once again the surrounding scrub held birds of note ; a pair of Swinhoeôs 
Minivet, Indian and Common Cuckoo, Asian Paradise F lycatcher, Oriental Greenfinch and several 
delightfully confid ing Vinous - throated Parrotbills.  

 

   
 

Crested Ibis, Shaanxi  
 
After a long drive back to Chengdu we were ready in anticipation for the 19 days  in Sichuan. A pre -
breakfast walk from our hotel revealed a singing Chinese Gros beak, Chinese Blackbird , plenty of Black -
throated Tits and confiding White -browed Laughingthrush. Post -breakfast we set off for the base of Emei 
Shan for a one -night stay , complete with Indian Peafowl!  Although the mountain has huge numbers of 

noisy local tourists there was still plenty to see. Chinese Hwamei showed particularly well, after spending a 
bit of time locating a singing bird in the afternoon we were treated to a pair feeding and singing along a 
telegraph wire the following morning , though a Blac k-streaked Scimitar Babbler showed less -well  in 
comparison. A pair of bamboo - loving Rufous - faced Warbler changed from their usual hyper -active selves to 

holding up and allowing us a series of excellent views  as did Fork - tailed Sunbird , while our fir st of several 
Chinese -endemic Yellow -bellied Tits perched beside us. Several other species turned up ï Slaty -backed 

Forktail, Plumbeous Water Redstart, Fork - tailed Sunbird, Red -billed Leiothrix and even a pair of Chinese 
Bamboo Partridge walking in front o f us in the short grass , but these were all superseded by the confiding 
singing Brown -chested Jungle Flycatcher  we found in the same area as our 2007 tour , at which time  it was 
a new bird for Sichuan.  
 
Moving onto the next Shan  took us to the table - topped Wawu Shan. En - route some roadside scrub 
provided us with a singing Alstromôs Warbler, a roving flock of Speckled Wood Pigeon, our first of several 

Lesser Cuckoo  and while tracking down a pair of confiding Ashy - throated Parrotbill we bumped into some 
Golden  Parrotbills, much lower down than weôve previously recorded them. As we headed up to our base 
for the next five -nights our first of 3 male Lady Amherstôs Pheasants dashed across the road, surprisingly 
no females this time round ï presumably on -nest.  
 
 

The  table - top of Wawu Shan is simply stunning. A bamboo -smothered under -storey within open, old -

growth coniferous forest, allows for a very pleasant days walking , especially in the glorious sunshine we 
experienced on  our two mornings before the fog smothered us. On our first morning we made a good 
start ï Fulvous Parrotbill at armôs reach, typically buzzing around our knee -caps, a pair of Brown Parrotbill 
were ridiculously confiding as they quietly made their way through the bamboo before popping out into the 
bush next to us , Great Parrotbills (or should it be ómonsterbillsô!) jumped around the mid-storey, shaking 
every branch they leapt on to. Bush Warblers were quiet, apart from the usual million Abberantôs that 

responded to any kind of tape or pishing , every time!  Spotted Bush Warbler crept around us, popping up to 



sing but the other bush warblers were notable by their absence.  One of our main targets, the recently -

described Sichuan Treecreeper was easy enough as its distinctive song gave away its presence ear ly on, 
though it wasnôt so easy to hear over some rather indiscreet local tourists. Expecting an army of 30, we 
were surprised to find a close knit group of 4 of them (the tourists, not the treecreepers!). Golden Bush 

Robins were particularly confiding  (we  even had to step back from one particular female ) , Rufous -vented, 
Grey -crested, Coal and Green -backed Tits were all equally confiding and would continue to be so over the 
duration of the tour. We started to become acquainted with the regions Phylloscs  too  ï up here we had 
looks at Buff -barred, Sichuan Leaf, Claudiaôs and Greenish, while the resident Seicercus  warbler here was 

Bianchiôs Warbler.  
Despite the enjoyment we were still missing key species, so, we returned two mornings later as the 
weather looke d promising again. Our Brown Parrotbills had been replaced by the endemic Three - toed 
Parrotbill, views so good we were able to confirm the toe count. As exciting as this was, things got to a 
whole new level 10 minutes later when ósuper-spotterô Manfred called out óRed Pandaô, it was a good half a 
kilometre away, jumping around bushes for a few minutes, off -and -on. After closer views it disappeared 

but then Manfred refound it fast asleep on a nearby conifer branch, where it slept for the next half an hour 
before jumping down into the carpet of bamboo ï wonderful! óBird ô-of - the - tour had already been decided 
by day 5! White - throated Needletails zoomed low overhead as the rest of the previous birds turned up plus 
a nice Black - faced Laughingthrush, male Vinaceous  Rosefinch , female Dark -breasted Rosefinch  and 
Ferruginous Flycatcher. As the mist descended thickly onto us after lunch, retracing our steps we decided 

for a final throw of the dice, taking a side - trail for a couple hundred metres proved the best move of the 
day as just when we went to turn round, finally, some close movement in the bamboo was not another 

Abberant Bush Warbler (that was the second movement!) but a Grey -hooded Parrotbill! This near -Sichuan 
endemic was proving tough work this year so it was a great relief seeing him pop up for a good, long look 
at us. The walk back finally revealed a singing Brown Bush Warbler, perched up in the mist, and a Rufous -
breasted Accentor for some of us (those who had seen them previously, typically), though Jamesôs 
promises of óweôll see them later on in the tourô kept us nail-biting for a good two weeks!  
 

   
 

Severtzovôs Tit Warbler and Crested Tit Warbler 
 

We had two days working the lower slopes of the mountain, along the continually rebuilt road ï they 
should really let the concrete set properly! 90% of the birds along here are warblers, so best get those out 
of the way first ï Large -billed Leaf, Claudiaôs Leaf, Klossôs Leaf, Chestnut -crowned  and Martenôs Warblers 
were all very common, while Brownish - flanked Bush Warbler eventually revealed itself to those interest ed! 
The most desired Phyllosc , Emei Leaf Warbler was straight - forward, with two singing birds including 
prolonged scope views of one bird (though, admittedly a scope was required to actually see the bird sat on 
the horizon!) while the other was in a roadsi de tree. Mixed  in with the warblers were the occasional Fire -

capped Tit, Stripe - throated Yuhina, Chesnut -vented Nuthatch, Golden Parrotbill, Grey -hooded and Golden -
breasted Fulvetta and Yellow -bellied Tits , though a Grey -headed Parrotbill didnôt hang around for long . 
Laughingthrushes were rather thin on the ground  (apart from the default Elliotôs), Red-winged played with 
us the entire time not revealing itself to any of us , though the óBa yin niao ô (eight - tone bird) or Buffy   

Laughingthrush ï one of Chinaôs finest songsters and a personal favourite did rather better, showing twice 
along the roadside in small groups. A pair of Spotted Laughingthrush fed along open branches, 
unfortunately the fog was so thick it made no difference between scope and bins, the b irds still looked the 

same ï big and dark!  
Overhead a Mountain Hawk Eagle made an appearance, Wedge - tailed Green Pigeons regularly sang and 
duetted from open perches, as did cuckoos, most noticeably Lesser Cuckoo which at one point shared its 
favoured s ong  with a Crimson -breasted Woodpecker, with both Bay and Grey - faced Woodpeckers on the 



opposite side of the road. A bogey bird for many of our well -travelled group was Hodgsonôs Hawk Cuckoo, 

fortunately one bird gave us some wonderful close fly -bys and perch ed out for us.  
Flycatchers were num erous; Dark -sided, Rufous -gorge ted, Verditer and eventually the most -wanted , 
Chinese Blue Flycatcher singing away in the under -storey after a lengthy battle to get him to reveal 

himself. Fujian Niltava proved surprisingl y easy with a couple of very showy males of this species which is 
very common by voice . Right down at the base of the mountain a group of Black -chinned Yuhina were 
busy , al though the rain put an end to us finding much else down there!  
Our next destination was  Wolong National Park, a famed UNESCO site, full of Giant Panda in the lush green 

forests that cloak the rugged landscape of the park. Unfortunately Wolong is also famous as the epicentre 
for huge earthquake that hit the area hard in 2008, m any  of the v illages and  much of the  infrastructure is 
still in the process of being rebuilt with new landslides a regular occurrence.  
A big  highlight of the Sichuan tour is our overnight stay at Wuyipeng Research Centre  in Wolong . Situated 
in the heart of a fairytale  moss -clad forest, with a rich bamboo understory  that is home to the iconic Giant 
Panda. The steep hike up was completed swiftly as our group of sprightly hikers performed the task with 

no grumblings (of sorts! ), helped along firstly by  a female Slaty Bunt ing flit ting  in front of us , then  the  two 
star s of the area,  Temminckôs Tragopan and Firethroat were out-of - this -world! our first tragopan was 
spotted while crossing a landslide , perched on an open branch before walking a full circle around us, with 
two pr olonged stops as he began to call, flapping his wings in a half - hearted attempt to display at us, 
obviously realising that we were too big a match for him . We were all so blown away by his performance 

that we barely raised our bins for the next male, ten m inutes later, which also sat in a tree . As the mist 
descended on us ( or was it us ascending into the mist?) the sweet chorus of a Firethroat broke out just 

below us. As we sat completely still the Firethroat hopped towards us, even sitting on a broken bran ch on 
the trail below us, then hopping all around us in full view ï certainly Jamesôs best-ever views!  
We reached the station for lunch without much else to search for , but staying in the wilderness here is still 
great fun and we enjoyed our stay up here which included  a couple more views of tragopans, including a 
female sat in a tree. Sooty Tits, a regional endemic, showed up in huge groups of juveniles (we saved the 
adults for Jiuzhaigou!) , a nest -building Great Parrotbill crunched -away in the bamboo whic h also played 
host to a typically jumpy White -browed Shortwing and an inquisitive Scaly -breasted Wren Babbler. Though 

the birding was generally quite lively, it was much the same as the previous week and it wasnôt until our 
second day that a Barred Laughin gthrush finally rushed out of the bamboo to seek us out, eventually 
posing for as long as we wanted after a couple of others had slipped away from most of us. White -backed 
and Darjeeling Woodpeckers also put in an appearance and al though our walk back down  the hill to the 
valley bottom was rather quiet , at least it was dry!  

 

   
 

Chinese Monal, immature male and adult male  
 
Our full days birding on Balang Shan is rather weather -dependant, and for the first time in 7 years it was 
clear skies just at dawn  as we listened to Wood Snipes displaying around us. W orrying at first as the Wood 
Snipe passed unnoticed overhead, and then being seen by just Petra , we were left totally at ease as even 

half an hour after dawn a Wood Snipe continued to display overhead, even landing just above us giving as 

good a view as co uld be expected ï listening and watching the snipes with the snow -capped mountains as 
a back -drop is quite something but we had other birds to find next so we left for our next big target. 
Scanning the slopes above us quickly revealed a group of White Eare d Pheasant gradually feeding higher 
and higher until they decided to fly towards us for some excellent views of these usually distant ówhite 
blobsô. A group of Blue Sheep were rather more distant as a Koklass Pheasant attracted out attention  by 
calling jus t above us. Collared Grosbeak (we ended up seeing this species at four sites) and Grey -headed 

Bullfinches appeared, as a Giant Laughingthrush and Chestnut Thrush sang from nearby conifers. A Blood 
Pheasant then appeared before the unmistakable flight silho uette swung round the ridge above us and 



eventually walk out to reveal a splendid adult male Chinese Monal  enjoying  the first rays of sunlight 

appearing over the horizon. As James hiked up in an attempt to bring out the Koklass two more male 
monals came ca reering over to drop down  just in front of us ï in the end we had 4 adult and 1 immature 
male monal in view ï quite a feat for this often -dipped bird. We had almost forgot ten  about the Koklass 

Pheasant when it shrieked  out from under a bush and flew do wn a nd round towards the group ï four 
pheasants befor breakfast! As the weather was still looking great, we headed straight for the pass  where 
from a single vantage point we located a pair of Tibetan Snowcock taking it easy and catching some rays, a 
number of male Grandala dotted around the green slopes and a raucous Snow Partridge which only 

showed itself to a couple of us. A couple of gaudy male Streaked Rosefinches fed alongside their rather 
drab and streaky mates, both Brandtôs and Plain Mountain Finches were numerous and Alpine Choughs and 
Himalayan Griffons filled the clear blue skies, before we headed on further down for views of a singing 
male Himalayan Rubythroat . Our local guide showed us a ósnowcockô in the scope, fortunate that he 
pointed it out to u s as it was the calling Snow Partridge we had just spent some time searching for! Back 
over the pass and down for lunch was rather uneventful, though back in town a family of Chinese Babax 

couldnôt help but show themselves off! A walk up through a plantation brought about a  co-operative male 
Slaty Bunting and Chinese Goral feeding out in the open as the Golden Pheasants understandably  refused 
to show themselves in the pouring rain.  
 
Next morning saw us count our lucky stars for yesterdayôs weather as dawn w as back to the usual thick 

fog  until we hit the pass where the weather gradually improved. Surprisingly the one bird we missed the 
previous day was Red -fronted Rosefinch, and it didnôt take long to find a male by the roadside, shortly 

followed by quite a f ew more! We then went about the long drive over the hills to the Tibetan town of 
Maerkang,  and a room with not only a bathtub but nice hot water! S tops on the way to look at the 
breeding sites of both Snow and Hill Pigeon and a small patch of forest held a  pair of stunning Przewalskiôs 
Nuthatch, at times at eye - level , in glorious sunshine. Humeôs Leaf Warblers where to become a  common 
sight and sound  from today onwards , as did Chinese Beautiful Rosefinch  and our only Wallcreeper of the 
trip ï a fine male fe eding just above us.  
 

 
 

Black - necked Cranes dancing , Tibetan Plateau  
 
We spent a full day exploring the roadside conifers along the northern slopes of Mengbi Shan . Having 
moaned about the wet weather in previous years it seemed unjust to  moan about the weather being too 
hot this year! Birding activity was relatively poor but we did see our targets so we couldnôt complain much. 

Our main target succumbed quickly  this time round, just as we were watching a pair of three - toed 
Woodpecker we were rudely disturbed by a couple of Sichuan Jays work ing  their way up from the roadside 

until becoming more co -operative when they were further away, giving scope views. Chinese White -browed 
and Pink - rumped Rosefinch were a common sight and sound through the morning . The usual variety of tits 
and Phylloscs  flitt ing  about here -and - there  with a new addition ï Alpine Leaf Warbler (split from Tickellôs), 
Maroon -backed Accentors were unusually easy occasionally perching up on the top of roadside conifers, 

singing away their metallic high -pitched call that not all of us are able  to hear! Giant Laughingthrush is a 
common sight here and we werenôt disappointed with the showing of these huge birds duetting their fines 
tunes.  



Around lunch - time at a favoured corner we waited for a while before a Chinese Fulvetta popped up ï not 

the b rightest and most glamorous of species, but a Chinese endemic nonetheless! Next up was just as 
range - restricted but rather gaudier  as finally a male Crested Tit Warbler flew across the road and started 
to feed on the ground and in the low bushes just in fr ont of us, being joined later by his mate . We would 

see another male later in the day.  
Keeping an eye to the sky, raptors filtered through, among st  several Himalayan Griffons, Golden Eagles 
made the occasional appearance, as did Eurasian Sparrowhawk and a nice Northern Goshawk.  
The Galliforms  also performed -  a large group of White Eared Pheasant fed on a distance ridge and a 

couple of male Blood Pheasant hesitantly ran across the road in front of us before we finally got close to a 
pair of calling Verreaux ôs Monal Partridge ï first of all when they came flying out of the forest, whizzing 
overhead and vanishing into the forest below us before returning 5 minutes later (after another Sichuan 
Jay popped up in front of us!) calling just 10m from us before runni ng across the road to return to its 
mate.  
 

The following day was largely a driving day, particularly so as we adapted our itinerary to spend extra time 
around Ruoergai. The day was surprisingly bird - filled, with plenty of goodies. Departing pre -dawn a 
roadside pair of calling Chinese Tawny Owl were most exciting, then after breakfast Iôm not sure which 
stop was most satisfying ï the first stop for large helpings of freshly -made Yak Yogurt and a pair of 
Hodgsonôs Redstart and Black Woodpecker  or the second stop with outrageous views of a singing White -

browed Tit! The avifauna changed notably with the habitat, as we drove up to the óroof of the worldô the 
bushy - lined streams along the roadside held Azure -winged Magpies, Kesslerôs Thrush became a common 

sight,  Common Pheasants started to appear, as did Black -eared Kite, Oriental Crow (a split from Carrion), 
Daurian Jackdaw, Raven (replacing the forest - loving Large -billed), and, finally pairs of Black -necked 
Cranes dotting the large expanses of wetland, we count ed 26 in  total including a fabulous pair ódancingô 
right in front of us. A Grey -headed Lapwing was obviously very lost, and appeared it, as it circled round 
wondering where it should go, tibetana Common Terns flew along the wider water -courses and a female  
Goosander flew -by. In the latter half of the day the open plateau our second owl of the day appeared ï a 
Little Owl typically perched on a roadside fence -post . Horned Larks, Oriental Skylarks, dapper black -backed 

Tibetan Wagtails (a split from Citrine), B lack Redstart, Siberian Stonechat, huge, eagle - like Upland 
Buzzards, several Humeôs Ground Tits, and Black-winged Snowfinches feeding young at the same spot as 
last year. After checking into our hotel in the late afternoon, we ventured a short distance out  of town to a 
pair of Tibetan Grey Shrikes ; o ne bird on -guard as the other sat on the nest in the same line of flimsy 
bushes they have bred in since at least 2006.  

 

   
 

Tibetan Lark and Tibetan Grey Shrike  
 
A full day on the open plateau was rather grey with occasional drizzle. Much of the ecosys tem here is 
dependent  on the abundance of the Plateau Pika, and though we saw plenty of them, along with Himalayan 

Marmot, numbers were noticeably down on last year and consequently so were the numbers of birds that 
utilise the pikas ï Upland Buzzard were scattered around in small numbers though we saw a few Saker and 

a single Steppe Buzzard . White - rumped Snowfinch, a species that uses the pika burrows for nesting  were 
quite scarce though we saw a few, along with more Humeôs Ground Tit and the same larks fr om the 
previous day. Regal Black -necked Crane, a species you can never tire of, were numerous today ï we saw 
up to 50 of them, including a single scan of 26 birds along with a lone, lost Common Crane. Unfortunately 
you always have to be somewhere at the we ekend, and Flower Lake was full of weekenders ï though it 

could have been worse , we could have been anywhere else on the tour and experienced much worse 
crowds! At times it was most amusing watching the girls trying to get the b est pose amongst the 
butterc ups, as huge Tibetan Larks displayed overhead and fed between the hordes. The lake was typically 



full of birds, Tibetan Wagtails, Pale Martin, Common Redshank, Pacific Swifts, Cranes, Greylag Geese, 

Ferruginous Pochard, Red -crested Pochard, Chinese Spot -bi ll, among st  a variety of other, more common 
species . The  biggest surprise lay under the boardwalk ï what appeared to be a Gansu Leaf Warbler, 
presumably a grounded migrant as it allowed an amazingly close approach so all its subtle features could 

be noted,  followed by a confiding Eurasian Hobby that didnôt seem to mind any of the tourists around it. As 
we were finished here much earlier than usual we decided to do a bit a exploring, driving along the Gansu 
border took us to a wildly different environment  of  steep forested hillsides with lush valley bottoms . 
Our first valley of exploration held a few new birds for us ï Sichuan Tit (split from Songar/Willow Tit 

complex),  Slaty -backed Flycatchers,  a ridiculously confiding Yellow -streaked Warbler that seemed tot ally 
unconcerned  by  8 bodies right next to it, our first Godlewskiôs Buntings with a group of Beautiful and 
Chinese White -browed Rosefinches and Grey -headed Bullfinches. The latter a species we never tired of, 
despite seeing good numbers during the latter days of the tour. A calling Sukatchevôs Laughingthrush 
would have to wait its turn!  
Trying another valley we viewed a few Dusky Warbler, Blue - fronted and White - throated Redstarts (the 

latter proving a common species while on the plateau), several rather s ombre Pere Davidôs Laughingthrush 
(the name being the most exciting thing about the bird!) and a brief singing Siberian Rubythroat was a 
surprise.  
 
We were back to the forest the following day, a beautiful blue sky appeared above us again  as we waited 

pati ently at Baxi Forest until the post -dawn trumpets and cries of Blue Eared Pheasant pointed us in the 
right direction for scanning. We didnôt wait longer than 10 minutes before a pair appeared above the 

treeline, shortly followed by another of these delight ful birds. Once we had our fill we headed further down 
and spent the day birding the beautiful coniferous forest from the roadside. Plenty of feeding flocks and tits 
and Phylloscs  typically appeared regularly, along with good numbers of the usual rosefinch es and 
bullfinches plus a couple of good -sized flock of Tibetan Sisk in feeding on the budding flowers. Sichuan Tit 
put in a couple of appearances, as did yet more pairs of Przewalskiôs Nuthatch ï our best tour yet for this 
species . Most exciting was a pair  being joined by a pair of Chinese Nuthatch, even in the same view at one 
point, and a Crested Tit Warbler in the same feeding flock. A party of Sichuan Jay put in a brief appearance 

above us, and, after hearing a few, finally our patience in the undergrow th was rewarded as a Sutachevôs 
Laughingthrush ï one of the most range - restricted Laughingthrushes, came in to investigate, even sat 
above us in the same bush we were hiding under, quite brilliant! To finish off the day in style, a qui et  bash 
around some h igh -altitude scrub revealed a pair of delicately hued Severtzovôs Tit Warbler, a fitting end to 
a marvellous day.  

 

   
 

Chinese Nuthatch and Przewalskiôs Nuthatch 
 

The long drive (well, only 220km!) to Jiuzhaigou took us through some glorious forest and a 3900m pass, 

though birding was fairly limited . We started off on the main drive quite late as we stumbled up an area 
shortly after dawn that contained several Chinese Grouse, though all but one of them we heard fly -off 
before we could locate them. While waiting for another Blood Pheasant to cross a cleari ng we were 

surprised to see it replaced by a grouse running across! and later  at this spot a pair of Sukatchevôs 
Laughingthrush passed by us, quietly feeding and totally unaware of our presence  and then a Yellowish -
bellied Bush Warbler breathed in and let it all out, singing away until his breath ran -out . Finally, after so 
many false hopes, two singing Rufous -breasted Accentors appeared; a species we would definitely see at 

some point, much to Lesôs relief! The rest of the day was mostly spent admiring the scenery though a 
Chinese Serow crossing the road in front of us was a most welcome addition to the mammal list.  
We began our next morning full of anticipation of what lay in store in the scenically -spectacular Jiuzhaigou 
National Park, an outstanding world  heritage site , along with the few thousands other tourists that decided 



to visit the park with us. Despite the crowds it is very easy to get away from all of them, and as we visited 

an area for our main target, the little -known Rufous -headed Robin , we did  just that.  
The robin is now regularly seen in just a single valley, and the usual four territories seem to have been 
taken up once more. As is so typical, we just had to admire its fine voice for much of the morning, until, at 

last, one of them gave up th e ghost and revealed itself in full  glory to the whole group, sitting  overhead, 
singing away, quivering his tail as he burst out in song. Truly elated by our early success it gave us the 
rem ainder of our stay to enjoy the spectacular scenery and fine birdi ng. Our afternoon lower down soon 
brought about our 10 th  parrotbill of the tour ï Spectacled. We encountered several pairs of these cute little 

birds, along with singing Grey -crowned Warblers and our fourth nuthatch ï Eurasian, perched alongside 
another Ch inese. Towards the end of the day our last target was easy enough as a Spectacled Fulvetta fed 
in the bushes around our knee -caps!  
Our second day in Jiuzhaigou started  in rather dour, wet weather higher up . Three -banded Rosefinch had 
so far eluded us but a  quick bit of bush -bashing soon had us watching a fine pair feeding quietly nearby. 
Walking along the well -maintained boardwalk that skirts the beautiful lakes we eventually bumped into a 

pair of Bar - tailed Treecreeper as well as the usual variety of Phyll oscs, finches, Bluetails and Elliotôs 
Laughingthrushes! At lunch time the sun finally revealed itself so we made an effort to admire the fabulous 
Pearl Shoals waterfall (and sleeping White - throated Dipper, despite the hordes of on - lookers) before 
walking u p a beautiful quiet valley where we soon located several Pere Davidôs Tit, a species that had been 
strangely absent up until this point. A couple of male Slaty Buntings put in prolonged appearances before it 

was time to turn around, take some scenery photo s and head back to base (via Spectacled Fulvetta again) 
for a welcome rest and early dinner.  

Our last day was supposed to be an uneventful drive back to Chengdu taking the best part of the day but 
instead of relaxing we decided to head out pre -dawn  in sear ch of one of central Chinaôs least-known 

endemics . After  just 5 minutes a far -away response revealed the huge silhouette of a Pere Davidôs Owl 
perched on top of a conifer on a distant ridge against the star - lit sky. After a bit of gentle persuasion we 
ende d up with this magnificent, rarely -seen owl perching on various roadside trees, looking down on us. As 
dawn was approaching we let him go and drove up for some early mornings birding. Despite having little 
new to look for we still enjoyed a close group of Blue Eared Pheasants running around in the open before 
we headed south to Chengdu, greeted by the Friday afternoon rush hour before enjoying our final 
Sichuanese dinner and looking back on our favourite birds of the tour.  

   
 

Gansu Leaf Warbler and Pere Davidôs Owl 
 

For information regarding our sche duled tours to Sichuan please click here . Alternatively please contact us 

via  e- mail  regarding organising a custom tour to Sichuan.  
 

 

The following pages show more Photos from tour:  
 

http://www.birdtourasia.com/tours.html
mailto:info@birdtourasia.com


   
 

   
 

   
 

Red Panda and White - throated Needletail  (top)  
 óChinglishô sign, Wawu and Emei Liocichla (centre)  

Spotted Bush Warbler and Golden Bush Robin  (bottom)  



   
 

   
 

   
 

Fulvous Parrotbill and Grey - hooded Parrotbill  (top)  
Brown Parrotbill and Three - toed Parrotbill  (centre)  

Golden Parrotbill and Spectacled Parrotbill  (bottom)  



   
 

   
 

   
 

Chinese Babax and Ferruginous Flycatcher  (top)  
White - backed Woodpecker and Barred Laughingthrush  ( centre )  

Firethroat and Wallcreeper  (bottom)  



 
 

   
 

   
 

Streaked Rosefinch,  Balang Shan  (top)  
Humeôs Ground Tit and Little Owl (centre)  

Giant Laughingthrush and Elliotôs Laughingthrush (bottom)  


