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Ivory-breasted Pitta, Halmahera      ©Rob Hutchinson/Birdtour Asia  
 
Sulawesi and Halmahera is truly one of the world’s most exciting birding destination with a truly mouth-
watering set species on offer; In excess of 100 regional endemics can be expected and typically include 
headliners such as displaying Wallace’s Standardwing, Ivory-breasted Pitta, Chattering Lory, Maleo, Purple-
bearded Bee-eater, Scaly Kingfisher, Lilac-cheeked Kingfisher, Sulawesi Dwarf Kingfisher, Great Shortwing, 
Sulawesi Thrush, Geomalia, Moluccan Owlet Nightjar, Cinnabar Boobook and Diabolical Nightjar. Our first 
Sulawesi tour of 2009 found all of the above plus much more quality amoung the 274 species recorded and 
we enjoyed fantastic views of almost all with some great photo opportunities included.  
 



We began the tour by heading south-west from Manado with stops to collect some widespread egrets, 
herons and waders before arriving in Kotamabagu in time for lunch. Our serious birding began in earnest 
that afternoon with a visit to the traditional Maleo breeding grounds at Tambun. Human predation of Maleo 
eggs is a massive threat to these birds but is great to see that through the efforts of the Wildlife 
Conservation Society and their local rangers, the Maleo numbers are creeping back up to historic level. All 
this certainly worked in our favour as by the first afternoon of the tour we were already enjoying fantastic 
views of four Maleo – undoubtedly one of the most desirable Sulawesi endemics! Many of the other birds 
were quiet but we managed point-blank views of Pale-blue Monarch (noting the differences that make this a 
popular unofficial split from Black-naped Monarch), Black-naped Fruit Dove, distinctive paulina Green 
Imperial Pigeons, Knobbed Hornbill and as we left at dusk, several Great-eared Nightjars, one Sulawesi 
Nightjar and a fly-by Sulawesi Masked Owl.  
 

    
 
An unusually obliging Small Sulawesi Hanging Parrot (left) gave fine views along the Molibagu 
Road while the rather subtle, but very rare, Matinan Flycatcher (right) showed well at Gunung 
Ambang.                                                                                              ©Rob Hutchinson/Birdtour Asia  
 
 
The next morning again started with night-birding, this time at Gunung Ambang, where two Sulawesi 
Masked Owls included prolonged perched views but a calling Cinnabar Boobook just refused to show itself. 
Scaly Kingfishers called in the dark but promptly went quiet when dawn arrived and could not be relocated 
but we did enjoy great views of the mountains main specialty, the subtle Matinan Flycatcher. With this 
under the belt we enjoyed more of the montane species including Chestnut-backed Bush Warbler creeping 
around the forest floor and a colourful Superb Fruit Dove. We had our first introduction to many species 
typical on the Sulawesi highlands including Mountain Tailorbird, Sulawesi Leaf Warbler, Streak-headed 
White-eye, Yellow-sided and Grey-sided Flowerpeckers, Citrine Canary flycatcher, Rusty-bellied Fantail, 
Sulawesi Babbler and on the forest edge great views of feeding Yellow-and-green Lorikeets. After lunch back 
in Kotamabagu we headed for the Dumoga-Bone National Park at Tarout and began with an obliging day-
roosting Speckled Boobook. Birding in the remaining forest here brought a flood of new birds including some 
that are difficult to see elsewhere like Maroon-chinned Fruit Dove, Pied Cuckooshrike and brilliant looks at 
perched Yellow-breasted Racquet-tail. The thickest tangles in the forest held Bay Coucals and Black-billed 
Koel, both of which were teased into view while Ornate Lorikeets were a colourful addition.  



   
 

   
 
A selection of endemic owls seen during the tour, clockwise from top left; Speckled Boobook at 
Dumoga-Bone, Sulawesi Scops Owl at Tangkoko, Cinnabar Boobook at Lore Lindu and Ochre-
bellied Boobooks at Tangkoko.          
©Rob Hutchinson/Birdtour Asia and tour participant Tony Sawbridge (Cinnabar Boobook)  
 
Next morning we returned again to Tambun, starting the day with a Sulawesi Nightjar circling us at close 
range. As daylight arrived we soon found the hoped-for Sulawesi Crested Myna together with Sulawesi Black 
Pigeon, Yellow-billed Malkoha, several Sulawesi Trillers were the only ones seen during the tour, and a 
charming group of toucan-like Sulawesi Dwarf Hornbills. Scanning nearby ridges found Sulawesi Hawk 
Eagle, Rufous-bellied Eagle and Black Eagle. Speckled Boobooks again showed at midday back at our base 
then an afternoon along a forested roadside was highlighted by a perched Sulawesi Honey Buzzard, two 
Sulawesi Goshawk including a very confiding individual, and our first White-bellied Imperial Pigeons and 
noisy Golden-mantled Racquet-tails screeching overhead. That evening we headed out again into the forest 
in search of night-birds and came back with a full set; great views of Sulawesi Scops Owl, Sulawesi Masked 
Owl and an excited pair of Ochre-bellied Boobooks!  
 



     
 

       

Clockwise from top left; Lilac-cheeked Kingfisher, Green-backed Kingfisher and Sulawesi Dwarf 
Kingfisher. Just some of the spectacular endemic kingfishers seen during the tour, all photos 
from Tangkoko, Sulawesi. A total of 14 kingfisher species were seen during the tour!                     
©Rob Hutchinson/Birdtour Asia 

 
We returned to the roadside birding the next morning although progress to get there was slowed by calling 
Isabelline Bush-hens which obligingly climbed up into the rank roadside vegetation, Buff-banded Rail, Barred 
Rail and White-browed Crake in rice fields, flocks of Wandering Whistling Ducks and the local hispidoides 
race of Common Kingfisher which is surely a good species candidate! When we finally reached our 
destination we again had great views of Sulawesi Dwarf Hornbills and Sulawesi Black Pigeons, added 
Sulawesi Cicadabird and were pleased to add a brief Purple-winged Roller and amazing views of Small 
Sulawesi Hanging Parrots investigating potential nest holes. We also enjoyed the highly range-restricted 
Gorontalo Macaque before it was time to head to our next destination of Tangkoko. After a delicious seafood 
lunch in Manado we spent the late afternoon at a great lookout point above Tangkoko where we enjoyed an 
abundance of Silver-tipped Imperial Pigeons, more Yellow-breasted Racquet-tails and an entertaining Blue-
backed Parrot at its nest hole.  



 

   

Red-bellied Pitta (left) and Red-backed Thrush (right) both gave great view at Tangkoko.    
©Tour participant Tony Sawbridge 

 

   

Both Purple-winged Roller (left) and Yellow-billed Malkoha showed very well at Tangkoko, 
Sulawesi, giving nice photographic opportunities.                        ©Rob Hutchinson / Birdtour Asia  

 
Our next two days were spent within the Tangkoko National Park where the birds all performed impeccably. 
Kingfishers are a big target here and they didn’t disappoint with close and prolonged views of Green-backed, 
Lilac-cheeked, Ruddy and Sulawesi Dwarf Kingfishers. We then added another endemic – the immense 
Great-billed Kingfisher – during a trip into the mangroves on our last afternoon along with our only Sacred 
Kingfishers of the tour and great views of Great-billed Herons on the nearby fish-traps. Back in the forest we 
found a very obliging Red-bellied Pitta, a wintering elegans Elegant Pitta, several Red-backed Thrushes, 
day-roosted Sulawesi Scops Owls and Ochre-bellied Boobooks, Yellow-crested Cockatoo, fine views of three 



Purple-winged Rollers and our local guides were even able to show us brilliantly camouflaged Sulawesi 
Nightjar at its nest. Tabon Scrubfowl and obliging Spot-tailed Goshawk were appreciated as were several 
Ashy Woodpeckers and in more open habitats were excellent numbers of Silver-tipped Imperial Pigeons, 
Black-naped Fruit Doves, Grey-cheeked and Pink-necked Green pigeons, fine Ornate Lorikeets, Sulawesi 
Cicadabird, White-rumped Cuckooshrike and a flushed Barred Buttonquail. Special mention needs to be 
made of Tangkoko’s mammalian highlights; endearing Spectral Tarsiers gave an amazing performance and 
were, as always, a trip highlight but we also enjoyed charming troops of Sulawesi Crested Macaques 
patrolling the forest like miniature Gorillas, and Bear Cuscus staring down sleepily from the canopy.  
A last minute change to the itinerary allowed us to spend our last morning in north Sulawesi exploring the 
remnant forests of a volcano south of Manado. Having missed it previously at Gunung Ambang we were 
delighted with several views of a smart Scaly Kingfisher – well worth the effort and earning a third place in 
the ‘bird-of-the-trip’ vote! We then had time to pick up Sulawesi Myzomela before it was time to head to the 
airport, our next destination being Ternate after skipping across the famous Weber’s Line which marks 
another shift in the regions avifauna.  
A short speedboat journey brought us to Halmahera with Bulwer’s Petrel, Great Frigatebird and several Red-
necked Phalaropes logged. The late afternoon was spent in the nearby hills enjoying our first endemics such 
as Grey-headed Fruit Dove, Moluccan Starling, White Cockatoo and magnificent soaring Gurney’s Eagles.  
The next morning was one of the most eagerly anticipated of the trip and despite the early start we all 
excitedly trekked through the forest in the dark. Excitement came earlier than expected when roosting 
Shining Flycatcher and Golden Whistler found in the spotlight were followed by an Ivory-breasted Pitta 
sleeping right above the trail, and what a performer! He showed from front and back at close range, 
delighting the photographers before we left it to continue snoozing. A Moluccan Scops Owl was also 
spotlighted before we arrived at our designated spot. Even before dawn the weird cries from Standardwing 
began to ring around the forest and as the light improved we all enjoyed this spectacular bird-of-paradise as 
they called from display perches with white ‘standards’ held aloft and green breast shields extended. There 
were other good birds around and we eventually enjoyed very close views of Sombre Kingfisher, Golden 
Whistler, White-naped Monarch and Goliath Coucal on our walk out.  
In the afternoon we relaxed during the drive north to Tobelo then after dinner we started a new adventure 
to the volcanic sands of a beach, where Moluccan Scrubfowl have for centuries been visiting to lay their 
eggs. The evening of our visit was rather windy and in spite of a long wait in these spectacular surroundings 
we managed nothing more than a few brief flight views of the scrubfowls.  
 

    

Two obliging Halmahera endemic; Sombre Kingfisher (left) and Scarlet-breasted Fruit Dove 
©Tour participant Tony Sawbridge 



    

Ivory-breasted Pitta, Halmahera – It came as no surprise when this obliging Ivory-breasted Pitta 
was voted as ‘bird-of-the-trip’                                                          ©Rob Hutchinson/Birdtour Asia  

 
The next morning we headed south again and made the boat journey across the bay to the village of Foli 
seeing numerous Red-necked Phalaropes, both Great and Lesser Frigatebirds and an abundance of terns 
comprising Roseate, Common, White-winged Black, Whiskered, Great Crested and Bridled Terns. The old 
logging road at Foli would form the focus for our search of most of the remaining island endemics and 
during our 3 days here we explored various parts of the logging road and several side trails. The open partly 
logged forest here provides great birding with easy viewing of Moustached Treeswift, White-streaked 
Friarbird, Drab Whistler, Slaty Flycatcher, Northern Golden Bulbul, Rufous-bellied Triller, Common 
Cicadabird, Moluccan Cuckooshrike, White-bellied Cuckooshrike, Halmahera Cuckooshrike, Dusky-brown 
Oriole and Blue-and-white Kingfisher to name just a few! We also enjoyed sightings of Dusky Scrubfowl 
which even came out onto the road occasionally in the early mornings; the scarce Halmahera Flowerpecker 
was logged several times while Cream-throated White-eye and Goliath Coucals enjoyed the very scrubbiest 
habit.  
The open nature of the forest is also ideal for viewing parrots and pigeons and we had particularly good 
views of Violet-necked Lory, large flocks of Red-flanked Lorikeets, Eclectus Parrot, Red-cheeked Parrot, 
Great-billed Parrot, Moluccan Hanging Parrot and a pair of rare Chattering Lory which sadly appear to be in 
decline here as they are elsewhere. Endemic Moluccan Imperial Pigeons and Cinnamon-bellied Imperial 
Pigeons often perched conspicuously, Brown Cuckoo Doves were common and we noted their distinctiveness 
from the birds on Sulawesi and we found two races of Pied Imperial Pigeon to be present. Delightful fruit 
doves were represented by the abundant Grey-headed, the scarcer Blue-capped and on our last morning we 
finally enjoyed great views of a singing male Scarlet-breasted Fruit Dove.  
Great scope views of a posing Common Paradise Kingfisher, Paradise Crow (rather uninspiring as birds-of-
paradise go!), Rufous-necked Sparrowhawk was a rare treat on one date, Pacific Baza gave fine flight views 
and an Osprey was logged along the coast. A big effort on the first night found both of our missing night-
birds with a vocal pair of Halmahera Boobooks and the bizarre-looking Moluccan Owlet Nightjar.  
The journey back to Sidangoli gave a double-figure count of Blue-and-white Kingfishers on roadside wires, a 
perched Grey-throated Goshawk and more Gurney’s Eagles.  
Our final morning before leaving Halmahera gave time to search some rank fields where we had nice views 
of a pair of Rufous-tailed Bush-hen clambering around in the grasses. We began the boat trip back to 
Ternate with a search of the mangroves, quickly finding a superb pair of Beach Kingfishers which gave fine 
views while the crossing itself was highlighted by an Aleutian Tern.  
With no delays to our flight to Makassar we had time for an afternoon trip to the nearby fishponds, finding 
Javan Plover, Little Ringed Plover, Marsh Sandpiper, Grey-tailed Tattler and Red-necked stint. Then the 
fields near Bantimurung held our first White-shouldered Triller, Lemon-bellied White-eye, Golden-bellied 
Gerygone and Pied Bushchat.  
 



 

    

Diabolical Nightjars (above) showed well at night and during the daytime at Lore Lindu. 
Remarkably it is only a little more than 10 years since these birds were rediscovered, previously 
being known only from specimens.                                                   ©Rob Hutchinson/Birdtour Asia  

 
The next morning we left early to Karaenta to make the most of the early morning cool. Despite the huge 
volumes of traffic along the roadside here (the end of the Ramadan festival) we saw some great birds. The 
key species here is Black-ringed White-eye which showed well even as we finished our picnic breakfast but 
other interesting birds included local races of White-necked Myna (with yellow bill tip) and Sulawesi Dwarf 
Hornbill (here with distinct black lines at the bill base). Another visit to the open fields near Bantimurung 
added a soaring Sulawesi Serpent Eagle and best of all a Woolly-necked Stork passing overhead, the latter a 
rare sight indeed in Sulawesi.  
Our flight north to Palu was delayed a few hours so we headed straight to Lore Lindu with just a few birds 
seen but we did get great views of a passing Spotted Harrier just outside town.  
Based in the nearby Napu valley we spend the next 4 ½ days exploring the magnificent forest of Lore Lindu 
National Park. The lower parts of the forest along the roadside easily provided great views of many targets. 
Among these Cerulean Cuckooshrike and Pygmy Cuckooshrike soon appeared, Sulawesi Drongo and Lesser 
Sulawesi Honeyeater were also new and it was here where we finally caught up with Sulawesi Pygmy 
Woodpecker. As early as our first morning we scored here with a male Great Shortwing hopping out onto 
the roadside and a Sulawesi Thrush singing from the canopy as a group of Malia fed noisily nearby. Several 
stealthy walks along a forest trail failed to produce more than glimpses of skulking Maroon-backed Whistlers 
but we did get more great views of Sulawesi Thrush there, Blue-faced Parrotfinch appeared in a canopy 
feeding flock and a Small Sparrowhawk perched briefly for some of the group. Fruiting trees here attracted 
both Superb and Red-eared Fruit Doves.  
The famous Anaso Track, an old logging road which is the only such track to give easy access to the higher 
forests is sadly no longer accessible by vehicle so all our explorations were on foot. Fortunately the great 
birding outweighed the energy expended in the long uphill trek and our first visit was no exception with 
undoubtedly one of the trip highlights as we enjoyed prolonged views of no less than two Geomalia which 
approached to close range as we enjoyed these strange creatures bounding around the trails. This strange 
bird which still defies accurate classification; it might be a thrush, a babbler or maybe something completely 
different, and we were lucky to enjoy such great views.  
 
 



    

Two of the most fascinating birds of montane Sulawesi seen at Lore Lindu are the rare Geomalia 
(left) and Yellow-flanked Whistler (right), it has recently been shown that the latter is more 
closely related to waxwings than whistlers! ©Tony Sawbridge (Geomalia) and Rob Hutchinson 
 
On the second visit up the hill we started in fine style with a pair of Sombre Pigeons belting out their rather 
‘bovine’ calls and looking rather smart contra to the rather uninspiring name! Higher up we finally added 
great telescope views of Mountain Serin after several frustrating fly-overs and discovered a pair of nest-
building Crimson-crowned Flowerpeckers. The Anaso track was also the place where we enjoyed another 
highly desirable specialty, namely Purple-bearded Bee-eater, surely one of the finest of this amazing family. 
They were very conspicuous during our stay as they busily prepared their nest holes in trackside banks with 
at least ten individuals seen. Greater Sulawesi Honeyeater was far common in the higher levels and other 
species only seen higher up were several Grey-headed Imperial Pigeons, an obliging pair of day-roosting 
Diabolical Nightjars and the fascinating Yellow Flanked Whistler ( recently been shown to be related to the 
waxwings and far removed from the whistlers!).  
On two afternoons we birded the forested roadsides lower down in the valley where Sulawesi Blue 
Flycatchers sang their sweet song and Lemon-bellied White-eyes proved common alongside Crimson 
Sunbirds and Sulawesi Myzomela. It was here that we also added Gould’s Bronze Cuckoo and had our best 
views yet of Sulawesi Cicadabird. In more open areas Tawny Grassbirds inhabited the long grasses, a 
Rufous-winged Buzzard was a surprise find and a brief Eastern Grass Owl flew by at dusk as Pacific Black 
Ducks arrive to feed in the rice fields. These lower reaches are also the home of Sulawesi Swiftlets, easily 
separated from Unifrom Swiftlets but their clear white rump, large flocks of Purple Needletails wheeled 
overhead and soaring raptors comprised Sulawesi Serpent Eagle, Sulawesi Hawk Eagle, Black Eagle and 
Rufous-bellied Eagle.  
Night-birding forays were not helped by the lack of moonlight but we easily enjoyed great looks at Cinnabar 
Boobook on each attempt and a Minahassa Owl called in the distance but couldn’t be teased closer.  
Our last morning held one last surprise in the form of an obliging perched Small Sparrowhawk before it was 
time to head back to Palu. We still had time to finish our birding in style of course and a bird-filled couple of 
hours around a scrubby river bed outside of Palu. Here we added Pale-headed Munia, Savanna Nightjar, 
Asian Palm Swift and both Red-backed and Barred Buttonquails before it was time to head into Palu and 
finally enjoy the luxury of a fine hotel, particularly the warm showers!  
Our total of 274 species recorded included 6 species heard only.  
 



    
 

Sulawesi’s endemic accipiters are among the most difficult birds to find but we had great views 
of Sulawesi Goshawk (left) at Tapokolintang and Small Sparrowhawk (right) at Lore Lindu ©Rob 
Hutchinson/Birdtour Asia  

For information regarding our scheduled tours to Sulawesi and Halmahera please click here. Alternatively 

please contact us via e-mail regarding organising a custom tour to Sulawesi and Halmahera.  

 

Tour photo gallery  
 

    
 
More photos of the colourful inhabitants of Sulawesi; Black-naped Fruit Dove (above left) and 
Green-backed Kingfisher (above right), both photographed at Tangkoko.  
                                                                                                            ©Rob Hutchinson/Birdtour Asia  



 

    
 
Another confiding Lilac-cheeked Kingfisher (above left) at Tangkoko and the spectacular 
Knobbed Hornbill visiting a fruiting tree at Tapokolintang (above right).  
                                                                                                            ©Rob Hutchinson/Birdtour Asia  
 

    
 

Our local guides at Tangkoko were able to show us this perfectly camouflaged Sulawesi Nightjar 
(left) on its nest. The endemic Scaly Kingfisher (right) is a major target in Sulawesi and were 
thrilled to see this male after a big effort.                  ©Rob Hutchinson/Birdtour Asia 



    

Two mammalian highlights during the tour were the adorable Spectral Tarsier (left) and rather 
lethargic Bear Cuscus (right), photos from Tangkoko, Sulawesi    ©Rob Hutchinson/Birdtour Asia  

   

Great-billed Heron (left) giving a close fly-past during our boat trip at Tangkoko and a Sombre 
Pigeon at Lore Lindu (right)                           ©Rob Hutchinson/Birdtour Asia and Tony Sawbridge 



   

Two species in need of taxonomic revision! Pale-blue Monarch (left) is a popular split (from 
Black-naped) amoung visiting birders whereas the equally distinctive local race of Hair-crested 
Drongo (right) with its gleaming white eye receives less attention.  
                                                                          ©Tony Sawbridge and Rob Hutchinson/Birdtour Asia  
 

 Systematic Bird List    

 PROCELLARIIDAE: Petrels and Shearwaters   
1 Bulwer's Petrel                       Bulweria bulwerii   

     

 PODICIPEDIDAE: Grebes    
2 Little Grebe                          Tachybaptus ruficollis   

     

 FRIGATIDAE: Frigatebirds    
3 Great Frigatebird                     Fregata minor   
4 Lesser Frigatebird                    Fregata ariel   

     

 ARDEIDAE: Herons    
5 Great-billed Heron                    Ardea sumatrana   
6 Purple Heron                          Ardea purpurea   
7 Great Egret                           Ardea alba modesta   
8 Intermediate Egret                    Ardea intermedia   
9 Little Egret                          Egretta garzetta   

10 Pacific Reef Egret                    Egretta sacra   
11 Eastern Cattle Egret                          Ardea coromandus   
12 Javan Pond-Heron                      Ardeola speciosa   
13 Striated Heron                        Butorides striatus   

     

 CICONIIDAE: Storks    
14 Woolly-necked Stork                   Ciconia episcopus   

     

 ACCIPITRIDAE: Hawks, Eagles and Allies   
15 Osprey                                Pandion haliaetus   
16 Pacific Baza                          Aviceda subcristata rufa   



17 Sulawesi Honey-Buzzard                  Pernis celebensis S  
18 Black Kite                            Milvus migrans lineatus   
19 Brahminy Kite                         Haliastur indus   
20 White-bellied Sea-Eagle               Haliaeetus leucogaster   
21 Lesser Fish-Eagle                     Ichthyophaga humilis   
22 Sulawesi Serpent-Eagle                Spilornis rufipectus S  
23 Spotted Harrier                       Circus assimilis   
24 Sulawesi Goshawk                      Accipiter griseiceps S  
25 Spot-tailed Goshawk                   Accipiter trinotatus S  
26 Grey-throated Goshawk Accipiter griseogularis M  
27 Small Sparrowhawk                     Accipiter nanus S  
28 Rufous-necked Sparrowhawk Accipiter erythrauchen erythrauchen M  
29 Rufous-winged Buzzard                 Butastur liventer   
30 Black Eagle                           Ictinaetus malayensis   
31 Gurney's Eagle Aquila gurneyi   
32 Rufous-bellied Eagle                  Hieraaetus kienerii   
33 Sulawesi Hawk-Eagle                   Spizaetus lanceolatus S  

     

 FALCONIDAE: Falcons and Allies    
34 Spotted Kestrel                       Falco moluccensis   

     

 DENDROCYGNIDAE: Whistling-ducks   
35 Wandering Whistling-Duck              Dendrocygna arcuata   

     

 ANATIDAE: Ducks, Swans and Geese   
36 Sunda Teal                            Anas gibberifrons   
37 Pacific Black Duck                    Anas superciliosa   

     

 MEGAPODIDAE: Megapodes    
38 Tabon Scrubfowl                       Megapodius cumingii   
39 Dusky Scrubfowl Megapodius freycinet   
40 Moluccan Scrubfowl Eulipoa wallacei   
41 Maleo                                 Macrocephalon maleo S  

     

 TURNICIDAE: Buttonquails    
42 Red Junglefowl                        Gallus gallus  H 
43 Red-backed Button-quail               Turnix maculosa   
44 Barred Button-quail                   Turnix suscitator rufilata   

     

 RALLIDAE: Rails    
45 Buff-banded Rail                      Gallirallus philippensis   
46 Barred Rail                           Gallirallus torquatus   
47 White-browed Crake                    Porzana cinerea   
48 Rufous-tailed Bush-hen                       Amaurornis moluccanus   
49 Isabelline Water-hen                  Amaurornis isabellinus S  
50 White-breasted Waterhen               Amaurornis phoenicurus   
51 Common Moorhen                        Gallinula chloropus   

     

 RECURVIROSTRIDAE: Stilts and Avocets   
52 White-headed Stilt                    Himantopus leucocephalus   

     

 CHARADRIIDAE: Lapwings and Plovers   
53 Little Ringed Plover                  Charadrius dubius   
54 Javan Plover Charadrius javanicus   

     



 SCOLOPACIDAE: Sandpipers, Snipes and Allies   
55 Whimbrel                              Numenius phaeopus   
56 Common Redshank                       Tringa totanus  H 
57 Marsh Sandpiper                       Tringa stagnatilis   
58 Wood Sandpiper                        Tringa glareola   
59 Common Sandpiper                      Actitis hypoleucos   
60 Grey-tailed Tattler                   Heteroscelus brevipes   
61 Red-necked Stint                      Calidris ruficollis   
62 Red-necked Phalarope                  Phalaropus lobatus   

     

 LARINAE: Gulls    
63 Black-headed Gull                     Larus ridibundus   

     

 STERNINAE: Terns    
64 Whiskered Tern                        Chlidonias hybridus   
65 White-winged Black Tern               Chlidonias leucopterus   
66 Common Tern                           Sterna hirundo longipennis   
67 Roseate Tern Sterna dougallii   
68 Aleutian Tern  Sterna aleutica   
69 Bridled Tern                          Sterna anaethetus   
70 Little Tern                           Sterna albifrons   
71 Greater Crested Tern                          Sterna bergii   

     

 COLUMBIDAE: Pigeons and Doves   
72 Rock Dove                             Columba livia   
73 Red Collared-Dove                Streptopelia tranquebarica   
74 Spotted Dove                   Streptopelia chinensis   
75 Brown Cuckoo-Dove                     Macropygia amboinensis albicapilla   

  Macropygia amboinensis sedecima   
76 Sulawesi Black Pigeon              Turacoena manadensis S  
77 Emerald Dove                          Chalcophaps indica   
78 Stephan's Dove                        Chalcophaps stephani   
79 Zebra Dove                         Geopelia striata   
80 Pink-necked Pigeon                    Treron vernans   
81 Grey-cheeked Pigeon                   Treron griseicauda   
82 Red-eared Fruit-Dove                  Ptilinopus fischeri fischeri S  

  Ptilinopus fischeri centralis   
83 Maroon-chinned Fruit-Dove             Ptilinopus subgularis  S  
84 Scarlet-breasted Fruit-Dove Ptilinopus bernsteinii M  
85 Superb Fruit-Dove                     Ptilinopus superbus temminckii   

  Ptilinopus superbus superbus   
86 Blue-capped Fruit-Dove Ptilinopus monacha M  
87 Grey-headed Fruit-Dove Ptilinopus hyogaster M  
88 Black-naped Fruit-Dove                Ptilinopus melanospila   
89 White-bellied Imperial-Pigeon         Ducula forsteni S  
90 Grey-headed Imperial-Pigeon           Ducula radiata S  
91 Green Imperial-Pigeon                 Ducula aenea paulina   
92 Moluccan Imperial Pigeon Ducula perspicillata M  
93 Cinnamon-bellied Imperial-Pigeon Ducula basilica M  
94 Pied Imperial-Pigeon                  Ducula bicolor   
95 Silver-tipped Imperial Pigeon Ducula luctuosa S  
96 Sombre Pigeon                         Cryptophaps poecilorrhoa S  

     

 PSITTACIDAE: Parrots, Lories and Cockatoos   
97 Violet-necked Lory Eos squamata riciniata   
98 Ornate Lorikeet                       Trichoglossus ornatus S  
99 Yellow-and-green Lorikeet             Trichoglossus flavoviridis meyeri S  



100 Chattering Lory Lorius garrulus garrulus M  
101 Red-flanked Lorikeet Charmosyna placentis   
102 Yellow-crested Cockatoo               Cacatua sulphurea sulphurea   
103 White Cockatoo Cacatua alba M  
104 Eclectus Parrot Elclectus roratus vosmaeri   
105 Red-cheeked Parrot Geoffroyus geoffroyi cyanicollis   
106 Yellow-breasted Racquet-tail          Prioniturus flavicans S  
107 Golden-mantled Racquet-tail           Prioniturus platurus S  
108 Blue-backed Parrot                   Tanygnathus sumatranus   
109 Great-billed Parrot                   Tanygnathus megalorynchos   
110 Large Sulawesi Hanging-Parrot           Loriculus stigmatus S  
111 Moluccan Hanging-Parrot               Loriculus amabilis M  
112 Small Sulawesi Hanging-Parrot           Loriculus exilis S  

     

 CUCULIDAE: Old world Cuckoos and Allies   
113 Plaintive Cuckoo                      Cacomantis merulinus  H 
114 Rusty-breasted Cuckoo                 Cacomantis sepulcralis virescens   
115 Brush Cuckoo                          Cacomantis variolosus variolosus   

  Cacomantis variolosus infaustus   
116 Moluccan Cuckoo Cacomantis heinrichi M H 
117 Gould's Bronze-Cuckoo                 Chrysococcyx russatus jungei   
118 Drongo Cuckoo                         Surniculus lugubris musschenbroeki H 
119 Black-billed Koel                     Eudynamys melanorhyncha S  
120 Yellow-billed Malkoha                 Phaenicophaeus calyorhynchus S  

     

 CENTROPODIDAE: Coucals    
121 Goliath Coucal Centropus goliath M  
122 Lesser Coucal                         Centropus bengalensis   
123 Bay Coucal                            Centropus celebensis S  

     

 TYTONIDAE: Barn Owls and Masked Owls   
124 Sulawesi Masked Owl                          Tyto rosenbergii rosenbergii S  
125 Minahassa Masked Owl                  Tyto inexspectata S H 
126 Eastern Grass Owl                             Tyto longimembris   

     

 STRIGIDAE: Typical Owls    
127 Sulawesi Scops-Owl                    Otus manadensis S  
128 Moluccan Scops-Owl                    Otus magicus leucospilus   
129 Cinnabar Boobook Ninox ios S  
130 Ochre-bellied Boobook           Ninox ochracea S  
131 Halmahera Boobook Ninox hypogramma M  
132 Speckled Boobook              Ninox punctulata S  

     

 AEGOTHELIDAE: Owlet-nightjars    
133 Moluccan Owlet-Nightjar Aegotheles crinifrons M  

     

 CAPRIMULGIDAE: Nightjars    
134 Diabolocal (Heinrich's) Nightjar            Eurostopodus diabolicus S  
135 Great Eared-Nightjar                  Eurostopodus macrotis macropterus   
136 Large-tailed Nightjar                 Caprimulgus macrurus   
137 Sulawesi Nightjar                     Caprimulgus celebensis S  
138 Savanna Nightjar                      Caprimulgus affinis   

     

 APODIDAE: Swifts and Swiftlets    
139 Uniform Swiftlet                      Aerodramus vanikorensis   
140 Halmahera Swiftlet                     Aerodramus infuscata M  



141 Sulawesi Swiftlet Aerodramus sororum S  
142 Glossy Swiftlet                       Aerodramus esculenta    
143 White-throated Needletail             Hirundapus caudacutus   
144 Purple Needletail                  Hirundapus celebensis   
145 House Swift                           Apus affinis   
146 Asian Palm-Swift                      Cypsiurus balasiensis   

     

 HEMIPROCNIDAE: Treeswifts    
147 Grey-rumped Treeswift                 Hemiprocne longipennis   
148 Moustached Treeswift Hemiprocne mystacea   

     

 
HALCYONIDAE: Wood 
Kingfishers    

149 Green-backed Kingfisher               Actenoides monachus monachus S  
  Actenoides monachus capucinus   

150 Scaly Kingfisher                      Actenoides princeps princeps S  
  Actenoides princeps erythrorhamphus  

151 Common Paradise-Kingfisher Tanysiptera galatea browningi   
152 Lilac-cheeked Kingfisher                      Cittura cyanotis cyanotis S  
153 Great-billed Kingfisher               Pelargopsis melanorhyncha S  
154 Ruddy Kingfisher                      Halcyon coromanda   
155 Blue-and-white Kingfisher Halcyon diops M  
156 Sombre Kingfisher Halcyon funebris M  
157 Collared Kingfisher                   Todiramphus chloris   
158 Beach Kingfisher Halcyon saurophaga   
159 Sacred Kingfisher                     Todiramphus sanctus   

     

 ALCEDINIDAE: Small Kingfisher    
160 Sulawesi Dwarf Kingfisher                   Ceyx fallax S  
161 Common Kingfisher Alcedo atthis bengalensis   

  Alcedo atthis hispidoides   
     

 MEROPIDAE: Bee-eaters    
162 Blue-tailed Bee-eater                 Merops philippinus   
163 Rainbow Bee-eater                     Merops ornatus   
164 Purple-bearded Bee-eater              Meropogon forsteni S  

     

 CORACIIDAE: Rollers    
165 Purple-winged Roller                  Coracias temminckii S  
166 Dollarbird                            Eurystomus orientalis   

     

 BUCEROTIDAE: Hornbills    
167 Sulawesi Dwarf Hornbill                     Penelopides exarhatus exarhatus S  

  Penelopides exarhatus sanfordi   
168 Knobbed Hornbill                      Aceros cassidix S  
169 Blyth's Hornbill Rhyticeros plicatus   

     

 PICIDAE: Woodpeckers    
170 Sulawesi Pygmy Woodpecker             Dendrocopos temminckii S  
171 Ashy Woodpecker                       Mullueripicus fulvus S  

     

 PITTIDAE: Pitta    
172 Red-bellied Pitta                     Pitta erythrogaster celebensis   

  Pitta erythrogaster rufiventris  H 
173 Ivory-breasted Pitta Pitta maxima M  
174 Elegant Pitta                         Pitta elegans elegans   



     

 HIRUNDINIDAE: Swallows and Martins   
175 Barn Swallow                          Hirundo rustica   
176 Pacific Swallow                       Hirundo tahitica   

     

 MOTACILLIDAE: Wagtails and Pipits   
177 Eastern Yellow Wagtail                        Motacilla tschutschensis   
178 Grey Wagtail                          Motacilla cinerea   

     

 CAMPEPHAGIDAE: Cuckooshrikes, Trillers and Minivets   
179 Moluccan Cuckooshrike Coracina fortis magnirostris M  
180 Cerulean Cuckooshrike                Coracina temminckii S  
181 Pied Cuckooshrike                    Coracina bicolor S  
182 White-rumped Cuckooshrike            Coracina leucopygia S  
183 White-bellied Cuckooshrike Coracina papuensis   
184 Halmahera Cuckooshrike Coracina parvula M  
185 Pygmy Cuckooshrike                   Coracina abbotti S  
186 Common Cicadabird                            Coracina tenuirostris grayi   
187 Sulawesi Cicadabird                Coracina morio S  
188 Sulawesi Triller                  Lalage leucopygialis S  
189 White-shouldered Triller                  Lalage sueurii   
190 Rufous-bellied Triller Lalage aurea M  

     

 PYCNONOTIDAE: Bulbuls    
191 Sooty-headed Bulbul                   Pycnonotus aurigaster   
192 Yellow-vented Bulbul                  Pycnonotus goiavier   
193 Northern Golden Bulbul                      Alophoixus longorostris chloris   

     

 DICRURIDAE: Drongos    
194 Sulawesi Drongo                       Dicrurus montanus S  
195 Spangled Drongo Dicrurus bracteatus atrocaeruleus   
196 Hair-crested Drongo Dicrurus hottentotus leucops   

     

 ORIOLIDAE: Old World Orioles    
197 Dusky-Brown Oriole Oriolus phaeochromus M  
198 Black-naped Oriole                    Oriolus chinensis   

     

 CORVIDAE: Crows    
199 Slender-billed Crow                   Corvus enca celebensis   
200 Piping Crow                           Corvus typicus S  
201 Long-billed Crow Corvus validus M  
202 Torresian Crow Corvus orru   

     

 PARADISAEIDAE: Birds of Paradise   
203 Paradise Crow Lycocorax pyrrhopterus M  
204 Standardwing Bird of Paradise Semioptera wallacei M  

     

 TIMALIIDAE: Babblers    
205 Sulawesi Babbler                      Trichastoma celebense S  
206 Malia                                 Malia grata stresemanni S  

  Malia grata recondita   
207 Geomalia                              Geomalia heinrichi S  

     



 TURDIDAE: Thrushes and Chats    
208 Great Shortwing                       Heinrichia calligyna calligyna S  

  Heinrichia calligyna simplex   
209 Red-backed Thrush                     Zoothera erythronota S  
210 Sulawesi Thrush                       Cataponera turdoides S  
211 Pied Bushchat                         Saxicola caprata   

     

 PARDALOTIDAE: Australian Warblers and Allies   
212 Golden-bellied Gerygone               Gerygone sulphurea flaveola   

     

 SYLVIIDAE: Old World Warblers    
213 Chestnut-backed Bush-Warbler          Bradypterus castaneus castaneus S  
214 Mountain Tailorbird                   Orthotomus cuculatus riedeli   

  Orthotomus cuculatus stentor   
215 Sulawesi Leaf-Warbler                 Phylloscopus sarasinorum S  
216 Tawny Grassbird                       Megalurus timoriensis   

     

 CISTICOLIDAE: African Warblers    
217 Zitting Cisticola                     Cisticola juncidis   
218 Golden-headed Cisticola               Cisticola exilis   

     

 MUSCICAPIDAE: Old World Flycatchers   
219 Grey-streaked Flycatcher              Muscicapa griseisticta   
220 Island Flycatcher                     Eumyias panayensis   
221 Snowy-browed Flycatcher               Ficedula hyperythra   
222 Little Pied Flycatcher                Ficedula westermanni   
223 Blue-fronted Flycatcher               Cyornis hoevelli S  
224 Matinan Flycatcher                    Cyornis sanfordi S  

225 
Sulawesi (Mangrove) Blue-
Flycatcher              Cyornis omissa S  

     

 MONARCHIDAE: Monarch Flycatchers   
226 Pale Blue Monarch                   Hypothymis puella S  
227 White-naped Monarch Monarcha pileatus pileatus   
228 Spectacled Monarch Monarcha trivirgatus bimaculatus   
229 Slaty Flycatcher Myiagra galeata galeata M  
230 Shining Flycatcher Piezorhynchus alecto alecto   

     

 RHIPIDURIDAE: Fantails    
231 Willie Wagtail Rhipidura leucophrys   
232 Rusty-bellied Fantail                 Rhipidura teysmanni S  

     

 PETROICIDAE: Australian Robins    
233 Citrine Canary Flycatcher        Culicicapa helianthea   

     

 PACHYCEPHALIDAE: Whistlers    
234 Yellow-flanked Whistler                Hylocitrea bonensis S  
235 Maroon-backed Whistler                Coracornis raveni S  
236 Yellow-vented Whistler              Pachycephala sulfuriventer S  
237 Golden Whistler                       Pachycephala pectoralis mentalis   
238 Drab Whistler                         Pachycephala griseonota M  

     

 ARTAMIDAE: Woodswallows and Allies   



239 White-breasted Woodswallow            Artamus leucorynchus   
240 Ivory-backed Woodswallow              Artamus monachus S  

     

 
STURNIDAE: Starlings and 
Mynas    

241 Moluccan Starling                   Aplonis mysolensis   
242 Short-tailed Starling                 Aplonis minor   
243 Asian Glossy Starling                 Aplonis panayensis   
244 Metallic Starling                     Aplonis metallica   
245 Sulawesi Crested Myna                       Basilornis celebensis S  
246 White-necked Myna                     Streptocitta albicollis albicollis S  

  Streptocitta albicollis torquata   
247 Fiery-browed Myna                     Enodes erythrophris S  
248 Finch-billed (Grosbeak) Myna              Scissirostrum dubium S  

     

 MELIPHAGIDAE: Honeyeaters    
249 Lesser Sulawesi Honeyeater               Myza celebensis S  
250 Greater Sulawesi Honeyeater           Myza sarasinorum S  
251 White-streaked Friarbird Melitograis gilolensis M  
252 Dusky Honeyeater Myzomela obscura M  
253 Sulawesi Myzomela                     Myzomela chloroptera S  

     

 NECTARINIIDAE: Sunbirds    
254 Plain-throated Sunbird                Anthreptes malacensis celebensis   
255 Black Sunbird                         Nectarinia aspasia grayi   
256 Olive-backed Sunbird                Nectarinia jugularis plateni   
257 Crimson Sunbird                       Aethopyga siparaja flavostriata   

     

 DICAEIDAE: Flowerpeckers    
258 Yellow-sided Flowerpecker             Dicaeum aureolimbatum S  
259 Crimson-crowned Flowerpecker          Dicaeum nehrkorni S  
260 Halmahera Flowerpecker Dicaeum schistaceiceps M  
261 Grey-sided Flowerpecker               Dicaeum celebicum S  

     

 ZOSTEROPIDAE: White-eyes and Dark-eyes   
262 Mountain White-eye                    Zosterops montanus montanus   
263 Lemon-bellied White-eye              Zosterops chloris mentoris   

  Zosterops chloris intermedius   
264 Black-ringed White-eye                Zosterops anomalus S  
265 Cream-throated White-eye Zosterops atriceps M  
266 Black-fronted White-eye               Zosterops atrifrons atrifrons   
267 Streak-headed White-eye              Lophozosterops squamiceps S  

     

 PASSERINAE: Sparrow    
268 Eurasian Tree Sparrow                 Passer montanus   

     

 ESTRILDINAE: Estrildine Finches    
269 Blue-faced Parrot-Finch               Erythrura trichroa   
270 Black-faced Munia                     Lonchura molucca   
271 Scaly-breasted Munia Lonchura punctulata   
272 Black-headed Munia                    Lonchura malacca   
273 Pale-headed Munia                Lonchura pallida   

     

 FRINGILLIDAE: Typical Finches and Allies   
274 Mountain Serin                        Serinus estherae ssp?   

     



 Bird-of-the-trip vote   

    

 1 = Ivory-breasted Pitta   

 2 = Sulawesi Dwarf Kingfisher   

 3 = Scaly Kingfisher   

 4 = Geomalia   

 5 = Wallace's Standardwing  

 

 

     
 S = Species endemic to Sulawesi subregion   
 M = Species endemic to Mollucas    
 H = Species heard only    
     

 274 species recorded including 6 heard only   
     
     

 Systematic Mammal List   
     
 Bear Cuscus Ailurops ursinus   
 Sulawesi Giant Squirrel Rubrisciurus rubiventer   
 Spectral Tarsier Tarsius spectrum   
 Moor Macaque Macaca maura   
 Sulawesi Crested Macaque Macaca nigra   
 Gorontalo Macaque Macaca nigrescens   
     

 
 


